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T H E  A M E R I C A N  C H E S T N U T  F O U N D AT I O N  (TACF)  
is an organization which relies tremendously on the efforts of its 
volunteers. While many other charitable organizations may depend 
more heavily on staff involvement, TACF, with its limited resources, 
has chosen to utilize knowledgeable volunteers to accomplish and 

monitor numerous chestnut plantings, as well as to educate the public about our mission. 
We also have continually collaborated with numerous educational and scientific institutions 
to research key scientific questions. As a result, the impact we have been able to achieve to 
advance our mission is many times what would be apparent from the level of our budget. 

Volunteer driven organizations like TACF must have a strong working Board and Executive 
Committee to function effectively. The Board must not only always keep its eye on 
marshaling the organization’s finite financial resources, but lead its staff and volunteers –  
in this case members and staff who are spread out over a large geographical area – in 
spending those resources wisely. In other words, the Board and its committees must think 
strategically about the impact of our actions. That means projecting how the organization 
can best accomplish its mission and vision over an extended period of time based on what 
we know to be the best science today. It involves determining a sequence of steps or 
interim goals, based upon our first understanding, and then attempting to remove the 
constraints to achieving those goals, whether they be financial, regulatory, organizational, 
educational, political, or governing – understanding all along that those interim goals may 
change with new information and developments.

Finally, it is up to the Board not just to effectively communicate that strategy to its 
members and the public, but to diligently work to resolve differences and achieve 
consensus among members on our next actions. For example, if we say that TACF wishes 
to undertake chestnut restoration at a certain time, the idea of “restoration” will often 
have multiple meanings to those with different goals, knowledge, or aspirations. That 
difference in perspectives when ignored can lead to conflict, but when discussed among 
our members, may bring a greater understanding of restoration and a stronger, more 
resolute organization.

It is with great gratitude and thanks to our Board, our volunteers and members, and to our 
President and CEO Lisa Thomson and her dedicated staff, that I present this annual report.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Doochin 
Chairman, Board of Directors
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Jared Westbrook, TACF Director of Science

The Year in Science

Dan McKinnon, Director of Farm 
Operations and Jim Tolton, Farm 
Maintenance Technician pollinate a 
backcross tree to advance new 
sources of blight tolerance.
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AMERICAN CHESTNUT REFERENCE 
GENOME PROJECT: 

Our partners at HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology 
used cutting edge DNA sequencing technology to 
generate a high-quality reference genome for American 
chestnut in which 99.4% of the genome has been 
assembled into chestnut’s 12 chromosomes. This 
reference genome is foundational for future research to 
map regions of backcross genomes underlying disease 
resistance and for studying genetic diversity and 
adaptation within chestnut populations.

GENOMIC SELECTION IN 
BACKCROSS SEED ORCHARDS: 

In partnership with Virginia Tech, we developed accurate 
genomic selection for blight tolerance among BC3F2 
trees remaining in Meadowview seed orchards. Within 
the context of chestnut restoration, genomic selection is 
DNA-based prediction of long-term survival and blight 
canker severity among progeny of specific parents 
in seed orchards. Genomic selection enabled us to 
simultaneously rank 1,230 trees of mixed ages for blight 
tolerance, some of which are not old enough to have 

flowered or assess long-term survival. With genomic 
selection, we plan to finish culling all but a few hundred 
of the most blight-tolerant trees (of over 60,000 
planted) from Meadowview seed orchards between 
2019 and 2022. 

UNDERSTANDING THE GENOMIC 
BASIS FOR CLIMATE ADAPTATION:
In 2018, we initiated a project with collaborators at 
Virginia Tech and HudsonAlpha to study geographic 
patterns in genetic diversity across the range of 
Castanea dentata. Regional coordinators and volunteers 
from TACF collected leaf samples from 700 American 
chestnut trees ranging from Maine to Alabama. 
Next year, the whole genomes of these trees will be 
sequenced at HudsonAlpha to study the genomic 
basis for climate adaptation. We will use the results 
to delineate management zones of locally-adapted 
subpopulations. We plan to conserve 1,000 additional 
wild trees from across the species range in germplasm 
conservation orchards over the next five years. The 
number of trees to conserve within each management 
zone will be proportional to adaptive genetic diversity 
and geographic extent of each management zone. 

Ben Jarrett, TACF Southern 
Regional Coordinator, collects 
seed from wild trees in North 
Carolina for conservation. 

This year, TACF and its partners sequenced the genome of American chestnut. We 
accelerated selection within our Meadowview Research Farms seed orchards with genomic 
selection and small stem assays. We initiated a study of genetic diversity across the range 

of Castanea dentata that will guide our germplasm conservation efforts. We screened 
thousands of backcross seedlings for resistance to the root pathogen Phytophthora 

cinnamomi. We advanced new sources of backcross resistance to chestnut blight. The 
steps taken this year are helping us to reach our ultimate goal of creating restoration 

populations of American chestnut that are disease resistant and resilient to climate change. 

Laura Barth, TACF 
Horticulture and Pathology 
Specialist, inoculates 
backcross seedlings with the 
chestnut blight fungus. 
Photo by Brandon Yanez.

Laura Barth, TACF 
Horticulture and Pathology 
Specialist, inoculates 
backcross seedlings with the 
chestnut blight fungus. 
Photo by Brandon Yanez.
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SCREENING FOR RESISTANCE TO 
PHYTOPHTHORA CINNAMOMI: 
TACF inoculated 3,343 seedlings from 77 backcross 
families with Phytophthora cinnamomi to evaluate their 
resistance to Phytophthora root rot (PRR) at the U.S. 
Forest Service Resistance Screening Center in Asheville, 
NC. The seedlings included a mixture of BC3F3 families 
from Meadowview and BC3F2 families from chapters. A 
total of 220 backcross seedlings (6.6% of trees inoculated) 
had healthy root systems four months after inoculation 
with P. cinnamomi. TACF and partners have planted these 
PRR-resistant seedlings in two locations in NC and GA, 
where P. cinnamomi is present in the soil. Eventually, we 
hope to breed these PRR-resistant selections with blight-
tolerant backcross and transgenic trees.

SMALL STEM ASSAYS: 
In the new Richard S. Will greenhouses at Meadowview 
Research Farms, TACF staff and volunteers 
inoculated 2,686 BC3F3 seedlings from 107 families 
with Cryphonectria parasitica. The purpose of this 
experiment, called the small stem assay, was to evaluate 
the parent trees’ tolerance to chestnut blight based on 
the survival rates of their progeny. We also evaluated 
the reproducibility of family survival rankings by 
inoculating 32 of the same families in an independent 
experiment conducted at Penn State. Family variation in 
survival was correlated at Meadowview and Penn State, 
demonstrating blight tolerance can be reliably assessed 
at the seedling stage. We identified 10 potential parents 
to select whose progeny survival was greater than or 
equal to that of American chestnut × Chinese chestnut 
F1 hybrids. We plan to use small stem assay results plus 
DNA data from the parent trees to improve the accuracy 
of genomic selection. 

ADVANCING NEW SOURCES 
OF BLIGHT TOLERANCE: 
During breeding season at Meadowview, we performed 
25 controlled pollinations to advance eight Chinese 
chestnut sources of blight tolerance to the second 
backcross with American chestnut. We are advancing 
new breeding lines to potentially introduce new genes 
from new sources of blight tolerance into the breeding 
program. We are taking these new lines through two 
rather than three or four backcross generations to avoid 
diluting out genes for blight tolerance in each backcross 
generation. We are also using large surviving American 
chestnuts (i.e., trees whose main stem survived the 
blight pandemic) as American chestnut parents in these 
crosses in hopes that they will also contribute to the 
blight tolerance of the backcross progeny.

Every year, we grow closer to reaching our goal of 
bringing this iconic tree back to its native range. We 
thank the members and volunteers that have tirelessly 
supported the American chestnut restoration effort 
for the past 35 years. TACF would like to thank the 
Colcom Foundation for funding the American chestnut 
reference genome, as well as for additional funding 
for the genetic diversity study. Funding for genomic 
selection work was generously provided by the 
USDA National Institute for Food and Agriculture, the 
Allegheny Foundation, and an anonymous foundation.

Example of trees from 
Meadowview seed orchards 
that were selected with 
genomic selection. Photo  
by Laura Barth.

Jeremy Schmutz from HudsonAlpha 
Institute for Biotechnology is the 
project leader for the American 
chestnut reference genome project. 
Photo by Lisa Thomson.
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LEGEND

• New Orchards 2017-18

• Previous TACF Plantings 

   Natural Range of the American Chestnut

The American Chestnut Foundation consists 

of sixteen state chapters and thousands of 

volunteers, all of whom are committed to the 

restoration of a foundation species. Each 

year, regional volunteers dedicate many 

hours to new plantings, orchard maintenance, 

and outreach activities to ensure that future 

generations will experience the splendor  

of the American chestnut. 

2018 Regional Accomplishments
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NEW ENGLAND REGION 
State Chapters: Connecticut, 
Massachusetts/Rhode Island, Maine, 
Vermont/New Hampshire

Regional Stats:
  1,418 chestnuts planted
   18 educational events with 
9,619 attendees

  247 volunteers
  117 new members enrolled 

Notable Accomplishments:  
The CT Chapter held activities this 
year as first steps in bringing back 
outreach and volunteer 
opportunities to the chapter.

The VT/NH Chapter celebrated 10 
years as a TACF chapter. A new 
seed orchard was established in 
Essex Junction, VT in collaboration 
with the VT Department of Forests, 
Parks and Recreation, VT/NH 
Chapter Board of Directors, 
volunteers, and the Essex High 
School Technical Center. The 
chapter developed an electronic 
newsletter to share with its 
members. They also developed a 
policy statement on transgenics 
that mirrors the 3-BUR program. 
Doug McLane, chapter nursery 
manager in Plymouth, NH, 
developed a garden nursery for 
growing potentially blight-tolerant 
chestnut and wild American stock; 
developing expertise in moving 
seedlings, root pruning and 
growing larger seedlings for 
demonstration, education and 
possible use in Germplasm 
Conservation Orchards.

NORTH CENTRAL REGION
State Chapters: Indiana, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania/New Jersey

Regional Stats:
   15,101 chestnuts planted
   35 educational events with 
129,149 attendees

   583 volunteers
   295 new members enrolled 

Notable Accomplishments:  
The NY Chapter provides wild 
American chestnut seeds to its 
members to plant mother tree 
orchards with the goal to cross 
them with the blight-tolerant 
transgenic tree once it’s approved 
for distribution.

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
State Chapters: Kentucky, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia

Regional Stats:

   10,364 chestnuts planted
   53 educational events with 
10,048 attendees

   1,724 volunteers
   179 new members enrolled  

Notable Accomplishments: 

The KY Chapter began searching 
for and identifying trees using the 
TreeSnap app as part of TACF’s 
Germplasm Conservation Program. 
Funding from George S. Gibbs III 
Foundation will allow the chapter 
to hire several interns to help 
with this project. The chapter 
established a Chestnut Festival 
Committee to plan four events 
scheduled in 2019. Led by chapter 
board member, Terri Sanders, 
the team created KY Chapter 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
accounts. Thanks to members 
Amos Stone, Ken Darnell, Paul 
Finke, Rex Mann, and the Eastern 
Kentucky University (EKU) Facilities 
Maintenance Team, the EKU 
orchard has great seedling survival, 
along with a new deer fence. 

The MD Chapter runs smoothly 
because of Ron Kuipers, Gary 
Carver, Dave Gill, Larry Grossman, 
Jim Curtis and Bruce Levine. 
Dennis Bittinger gives talks to 
high school students about the 
American chestnut and involves 
them in growing seedlings. He 
also does this work with inmates.

The VA Chapter performed lateral 
branch inoculations in Warrenton, 
VA. They also participated in a 
study to determine if lateral branch 
inoculations correlated well with 
standard inoculations. In winter, 
2018 the chapter experimented 
with easy, affordable ways to 
kill stump sprouts. Takeaway: 
burning stumps is not effective, 
but treating with Triclopyr is.

The WV Chapter hopes to 
attract new members through 
the establishment of a newsletter 
that is being sent four times a 
year. The chapter was featured in 
a number of newspaper articles 

for plantings, and for the Annual 
Rowlesburg Chestnut Festival. Five 
Generations, a video by member 
Sam Muncy about his family history 
involving American chestnut, was 
published on TACF’s website. 
Mark Double, chapter president, 
would like to recognize Robert 
Sypolt for the countless hours he 
dedicates to the WV Chapter.

SOUTHERN REGION
State Chapters: Alabama, Carolinas, 
Georgia, Tennessee

Regional Stats: 

   13,031 chestnuts planted
   23 educational events with 
1,788 attendees

   491 volunteers
   149 new members enrolled

Notable Accomplishments: 

The GA Chapter Annual Meeting in 
May, 2018 was held on the property 
of Dr. Austin Flint, who partnered 
with the chapter to establish the 
first blight-tolerant seed orchard in 
GA. Chapter members John French 
and Martin Cipollini collaborated 
with Caterina Villari and Scott 
Merkle, University of Georgia; Dr. 
Joe James, Chestnut Return Farm 
in SC; Dr. Steve Jeffers, Clemson 
University; Ben Jarrett and Jared 
Westbrook, TACF; and Hill 
Craddock, University of Tennessee-
Chattanooga on a screening 
program for Phytophthora root rot 
resistance in chestnuts. Dr. French 
worked with State University of 
New York College of Environmental 
Science & Forestry (SUNY-ESF) by 
providing regulatory advice to Dr. 
Bill Powell, and his team who are 
researching the development of a 
blight-tolerant tree with genetic 
engineering. Also this year, a sign 
dedication at the Carter Center 
highlighted American chestnut 
work. Martin Cipollini and Kathy 
Patrick created a video on an 
American chestnut cabin in PA that 
was moved to GA and restored. 
Video available on YouTube: 
https://youtu.be/u24LeEMSsW0 

https://youtu.be/u24LeEMSsW0
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The Archie W. and Grace Berry 
Foundation

Ballyshannon Fund

Fidelity Foundation

The Manton Foundation

Norfolk Southern Foundation

Richard King Mellon Foundation

Bradford Stanback and Shelli 
Lodge-Stanback

USDA Forest Service, Southern 
Region

USDA National Institute of  
Food & Agriculture

Richard and Carol Will

Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen 
Foundation

Anne Cox Chambers Foundation

Anonymous

Stephen Barilovits III

Ben May Charitable Trust

Sheldon Campbell

Lawrence and Genevieve Dimmitt

Robert H. Dunlap

Adam Foster

George S. Gibbs III Foundation

Lewis and Kate Lobdell

George L. Ohrstrom II

Red Clay Reservation

Fred and Alice Stanback

Timothy Sweeney

TACF-Virginia Chapter

Sordoni Family Foundation

The Tucker Foundation

Jack Webb

Willis and Elsie Shenk Foundation

Anonymous

Anonymous

William Backer Foundation

David Greenewalt Charitable Trust

Michael Doochin and Linda Kartoz 
Doochin

John and Deborah Evangelakos

The Farrington Foundation

Barry Kriegel

Jack McKee

Jay and Jennifer Mills

The Neil and Anna Rasmussen 
Foundation

Mark J. Ohrstrom, Jr.

The Pierson Family Fund

Nicholas A. Skinner

The American Chestnut Foundation deeply appreciates the hard work of its chapter volunteers 
and committed supporters. Our mission is long-range, and your charitable contributions allow this 

conservation success story to continue. We are truly grateful for your help in restoring this iconic species. 

Our Donors
JULY 1, 2017 - JUNE 30, 2018

Thank You
TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS

$5,000-9,999$25,000+ $10,000-24,999
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Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
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The Ashland Foundation
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Adele Baker
George Harvey Barrett
Sue Brooks Littlefield
Charles Burke
Michael and Victoria Caldwell
Dr. Gary Carver
T. Wayne Cary
Reece W. Chambers
Philip Chaplin
Michael J. Clark
William and Jane Coble
Clarence L. Covert
Trent Cowles
William Jay Cude III
Dr. Thomas G. Curtis, Jr.
Frank A. DeCocco
Susan Dorward
Dun Foundation
Derek Dye
Norman Egbert
Yvonne Federowicz
Ed Fleming
Peter C. and Betsy Forster
Frank Cross Foundation
Frederick Bliss Foundation, Inc.
Donald Lateiner and  

E. Marianne Gabel
John A. Grab
David W. Hare
Richard Hayne
James Healy
Cleveland Hickman
Lois Hindhede
Christina T. Hobbs
Carolyn Holloway
Miller Honeycutt

Charles W. Houghton DDS, MS
William Winston Hoy, Jr.
Hudson Farm Foundation
James Iker and Hayes Nuss
Russell Jeffers and Claudia Dwass
Alexander and Roberta Jeffries
Edward C. Johnson
Lisa Jones
T. Stephen Jones and Adele Franks
Carolyn Howes Keiffer and  

Phil Tinne
Keller Family Fund
Barbara B. Knapp
Grace and Randolph Knight
Knox Family Foundation
Graham-Kucera Philanthropic Fund 

at the Community Foundation of 
Greater Buffalo

William Landis
Emanuel Landsman
Richard Latty
Duke Layfield
John L. LeRoy
Little Acorn Fund of The 

Community Foundation of 
Western NC

James Harbage
Dr. William and Faye Lord
Donald K. Lorenzo
Dr. William and Nora MacDonald
Rex and Anita Mann
Drs. Brian and Dawn McCarthy
Edsel McGrady
Larry McReynolds
David Menke
Kincaid and Allison Mills
Geary and Beth Mizuno
Monomoy Fund, Inc.
Robert Moss
New York Restoration Project
Allen Nichols
Shirley Nicholson
Orentreich Family Foundation
Z. Cartter and Lee Patten
Edward Pfeiffer
Michael Phillips
Edward A. Raymond III
R. Gary Roop D.V.M.

Mark Rosenblatt and Sarah Stern
Adam Rossi
Emily Rutherford
Safari Club International New 

England Foundation
Sandpiper Fund
Eileen E. Scutt
James E. Searing
Edith Shapira
Alan and Dr. Lisa Sinsheimer
Roxane D. Sismanidis
Jay G. Smale
Simon Smith
J.C. Smith
Dr. Kim and Susie Steiner
Mark and Vicky Stoakes
K.O. Summerville
Brian F. Sweeney
William C. Sykes
Charles M. Tarver
Richard and Dianne Taylor
Lisa and Walter Thomson
Barbara Tormoehlen
Urban Forestry Organization
US Silica
Bruce Wakeland
T. Urling Walker
Ted Watkins
WestWind Foundation
Joseph White
Tom Wild
Kelley and Stephen Wilkinson
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.
Burton J. Willingham
William Guthrie and  

Elizabeth Wilson

$1,000-4,999
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AmazonSmile Foundation 
Anonymous
Anonymous
Hank Ariail
Mary Ayres and Jack Kerr
Bank Independent
Daniel K. Barthels
Steve and Karen Black
Jeff Jens and Ann Boisclair
Ron and Susan Bowman
Damon Cable
Joseph Callahan
Ronnie and Barbara Camp
Roy Campbell
Henry and Maria Campell
Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust
Lynn Carlton
George H. V. Cecil
Brian E. Clark
Richard Clouser and  

Martha Campbell
Terrence Cody
John Cordts
Donald R. Cornwell and  

Linda K. Thomsen
Dr. Bennett and Anne Cowan
David Danehower
Brian Decker
Andrew and Nancy Dewing
Joe Dickey and Martha Blaxall
Robert Dietz
Charles W.H. Dodge
Louisa C. Duemling
Charles H. and Mary Edwards II
Patricia Eifel
Kyle Ellison, Jr.
Michael Exton
Woody and Debbie Fox
Frederick H. and Diane C. Prince 

Foundation
R. Michael Gadbaw
Marc Gamble
John R. Gleason
Joseph Golden
D. John Grace, Jr.
Michael D. Hagen
Thomas Halbach
Wayne and Cheryl Harlow

Jane L. Harris
William R. Hauenstein
Matthew Herrington
David Hillman
Christopher D. Hinderliter
Craig Hobel
Barbara Kingsolver and  

Steven Hopp
Dr. Edward and Jane Isbey III
Victoria Jaycox
Isaac W. Jeanes III
James G. Jenkins
Ann Johnson
James L. Johnson
David Kaufman-Moore
Peter Kemmerer
Albert L. Key
Dr. Thomas Klak
Mr. Anton W. Knaus
Elmo Lamb
Ann M. Lawler
William Lawrence III
Sandy Lerner
Herbert Ley
Mark Lorson
Leslie Love
Patricia and Roderick Lusted
William Marcus
The Scanlan Family
Charles Mathes
Michael McDonnell
Allen Meek
Jeff Mentzer
James and Barbara Mersereau
Stephen Milito
Larry Miller and Judith Day
Alex Minard
David W. Morris
Mount Riga, Inc.
Philip Moyers
Roy Orton
Oliver and Barbara Parker
Joseph and Sarah Parrish
Nancy Pfister
Robert Platner
Robert Plunkett
Gretchen Preston

John F. Price
Ross Prior
Allen and Susan Proper
Steven Pruchansky
Sharon Pryse
Thomas M. Pugel
Herbert D. Quinn, Jr.
Michael Rainiero
Anthony Ray
Stephen H. and Elizabeth Reynolds
Neel Rich
Karl Rider
Todd R. Ross
Fred and Claire Saal
Howard Schlegel
Jon Scott
James Scotton
Heidi Smith
Anthony Smith and  

Jessica O’Rourke
Gregory M. Somerville
Southern Conservation District
Rogers Starr
Samuel Stebbins
Donald W. Strickler
David Tate
Barry Thacker
Chatham Foundation
Arthur Thorn
Cynthia and Terrence Tobias
Vicki Turner
University of North Carolina  

at Asheville
James and Jocelyn VanBokkelen
Judge Gary Wade
Eric Walden
Richard Watson
David Wells
Robert Whitescarver and  

Jeanne T. Hoffman
Edward W. Wilburn
Norman R. Williams
John and Mary Sweig Wilson
David Wilson and Melody Wilder
Dennis Woodward

Erik Yanez 

$500-999
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Arnold Abel

Abelson Echo Lake Partnership

Carl Absher

Roger L. Adams

Nancy Adams

David Adams

Fred Ahlborn, Jr.

Lyne Aigner, Jr.

Steve Albright

Kenneth Allshouse

Vincenzo Amato

Paul Anderson

Charles Anderson

Dale Angerman, M.D.

John and Betsy Araujo

Kari Asmus

Atkinson Garden Club

Jennifer Aykens

Tom Babcock

Robert Ball

Eugene Banker

Henry F. Barbour

Jame W. Barrick

Patricia and Larry Barrows

Michael Barry

Kenneth Beard

Richard Beard

Steven Bell

Benevity Causes

Craig Bennett

Mark Besserman

Keith A. Bibbee

A. Howard Bickerstaff III

William Birkhofer

Amanda Blackburn

Andrew Blaschke

James A. Bolinsky

Nicholas Bonvini

Eleanor Braun

William Brennen

George and Lila Bridenbaugh

E.H. Bristol

Philip Brooke

George D. Brooks

Jewell Ward and Jim Brooks

Tim and Michelle Brookshire

Fitzhugh Brown

Kevin Brown

Mark Brubaker

Charles Buchter

Cecil Burgin

Troy Burns

Scott Burnworth

Jeff Buscher

Carl L. Campbell

Dorothy Carin

Matthew D. Carson

Larry and Barbara Catuzzi

Albert Chadwick

Chris Chambers

James Chandler

Tim and Angela Chesnut

The Chestnut Grille at the  
Green Park Inn

Chestnut Restaurant and Bar

Bart Chezar

Chicago Area CFC

Michael Christopher

Constance Cichon

Guy Alan Clark

William Coder

Larry Cole

Joy Coleman

Justin Collinet

Joe P. Collins

Dennis and Catherine Collis

Malcolm Collum

Edward Gage Conture

Cindy Corn

Wayne Cress

Timothy Crowell

Philip and Janet Cruze

Matthew and Melanie Cupp

Robert Davidson

Joy Davis

William Davis

Jack Dellinger

Dr. Robert Detjen

Rick Dietz

Dimensions Furniture

William Ditzler

Alejandro Dominguez

Robert Donnelly

George Dresser and  
Margaret McCandless

Harold Dufour

Thomas Dumm

John Duncan

Mary Lou Egan and  
Marc Bendick, Jr.

Philip Eggers

Daniel Eibler

Timothy Ellsworth

Todd Endicott

Dean Eppley

Peter Ewing

James Faulconer

Mervin Feathers

Gene Feher

G. Archibald Fenton

Jack Filek

Joseph S. Finston

Drs. Penelope Firth and  
David Knapp

Chris Fischer

Ann Marie Fitzgerald

Patrick M. Flaherty

Lenard Footland

William Foss

Stephen Foster

Mac and Margaret Foster

Thomas C. Frank

Richard Frase

Tracy Frist

Nathan Fry

Daniel Fuhrman

Audrey B. Garmire

Christen Gebka

John Gerstmayr

Doug and Marsha Gillis

Amanda Gist

Joseph Googe

Dr. Francis R. Gouin

Roger and Janet Gram

Joshua Granger

Steve Grant

Dr. Christopher Barton

$300-499
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$300-499

William Griffin

Kathleen and Dean Grinch

Philip Gruszka

John Gudger

Mark Guillaume

Michael Haas

John Haight

F. S. Hale

William Hall

Stuart Hall

William Hamersky

Richard Hansen

Craig Hanson

Tupshin Harper

Kenneth Harris

Frederick Heagy

Wayne and Jeanne Hearn

Robert Heath

Alvin Hemmingsen

Hill and Dale Garden Club

Richard L. Hoffman

Erich A. Hooper

James Hover IV

Thomas Howe

Nathaniel Howland

Tim Huffman

Ron Hutchison

Timothy A. Ingraham

Charles Jackson

Dean Jackson

Dori Jacobs

Ellen Jacobson

Donald Jarosz

William and Jean Jeffries

Mark Johnsen

Bartholomew Johnson

Thomas Jones

Robert H. Jones

Thomas Jordens

Ronnie Justice

David Keehn

Charles and Shirley Kentner

Charles Wiley Kestner

Karen Kiehna

John Kimtis

Benjamin King

Stanley Klaus

Jon Kline

Paul and Sue Anne Klinefelter

Charles Knapp

Cubby Knapp

Gordon Korthals

Glenn Kotnik

Hilary Kricun

Ronald Kuipers

Christine and Robert Kuntz

Roy Lambert

Larry Lamphier

Douglas Langdon

Wayne Lattuca

Steven Leath

Jerry A. Legg, Jr.

Alden Lenhart

Bruce Levine

Nathaniel Levy

Steven Lewis

Charles Likel

Bryan Lilly

Karen Lindig

Ann Logue

Donald Loht

Jennifer Long

Richard D. Long

Nancy Lowe

Lucas Lukasiak

Juergen Lunkwitz

John Lyons

Kevin Magde

Leonard and Pat Maguire

Russell Makin

John Makohus

Thomas J. Maley

Frank Mangravite

Carl Marley

Don Marsille

Angela Martin

Roxanne and David Matthews

Virginia Maybank

Donald M. McCann

Peter McChesney

Dwaine and Frances McCollum

Alan McCoy

Thomas McDaniel

Allan Jefferson McDonald, Jr.

Douglas McLane

David McMillin

Hunter Melville

Wilhelm Merck

John Mertens

David Mettler

Luke Miller

Challie Minton

Anthony Miyake

Douglas and Janet Emerson Moffat

Dr. Robert More

Nan Moring

James Morrison

Kenneth and Deborah Morse

Mount Auburn Cemetery

Steve Murray

Newtown Township

Albert B. Nichols

Adam Nudd-Homeyer

Daniel Nydick

Keith Ohlinger

Patrick O’Reilly

James and Christine O’Shell

Dr. Jack Ostroff    

Douglas H. Oswald

Otter Run Fish and Game Club

Laura Owen

Joseph Paduda

Ryan Parker

Allen Paugh

Anne Payne

Rebecca Payne

Vincent and Cynthia Payne

Jane D. Peacock

Donald G. Peck

John and Marie Peine

David R. Perry

Jason Peters

Edward and Cynthia Pfannkoch

Jaimie Pierce Hedrick

Mary Margaret Pipkin and  
Bob Boisture

Brian A. Pistolese

Nicholas Pleat
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$300-499

Randall Porter

Dr. Boyd W. Post

Ray Price

Dennis Bradley Price    

Ralph Protsik

John Quackenbush

Doug Rademacher

John Raftis

David Reid

Eugene Renfroe

Marjorie Rhodes

Brooks Rice

Roger Roahrig

Alan M. Robertson

Doug Robinson

Margaret Ronsheim

William Rudge

Walter Rudin, Jr.

Lorin S. Rydstrom

Jeanne Rydzak

Scott Sassaman

Thomas Saunders

Dennis Schave

Mark A. Scheel

Stacy Schneider

Greg Seat

M. Thurman Senn

Jessica Shah

David B. Sherwood, Jr.

Robert and Nancy Shipman

James Shissler

Brooks Sitterley

Gerald Smith

Roy Smith

Thomas Smith

Philip Smith

Ford Smith

Randy Smith

Smokey Mountain Lumber, Inc.

H. Michael Smolak

David Somers

Ryan and Vicky Somma

Wayne Souter

James J. Spagnoli

Marcie Spencer

Ann Spires

Spring Grove Cemetery  
and Arboretum

Ronald L. Stancliff

Marilyn Stanley

Starlight Forests, LLC

James Steele

Donald W. Stever

James Steward

Paul Stewart

Chris Stockdale

Donald Strebel

Arthur H. Streeter

J. J. Summerell

Carolyn Summers and  
David Brittenham

Jason Swalm

Shawn Swartz

George and Carol Taylor

William Sledge Taylor III

Peter Taylor, Jr.

Eva Thaddeus

Kathleen Thie

John Thorsen

Dale L. Travis

Michael Tressler

Stephen Trundle

Kirk Turner

John Tweed

Upper Dauphin Area Future 
Farmers of America 

John Uitendaal

James and Nancy Ulring

Rufin Van Bossuyt

Robert Van Brunt

Jan R. Van Meter

David Vanaman

Samuel Vance

Bruce Vanderhoff

Vincent C. Vannicola

Jason Vertucci

Victory Garden Fund

Visual and Performing Arts 
Academy at Salem High School, 
class of 2018

Peter Vogell

Donald R. Walker

Donald Walker

Roderick S. Walker

Marla Wallace

Bryan Walt

Angela Watkins

Matthew Weaver

Jack Weinzierl

Sharon Weizenbaum

J. Tracy and Barbara Wilkerson

Mark Willcher

Richard Williams

Henry Wischusen

Diana and Khalial Withen

Todd M. Witmer

Richard Woodruff

George Woodzell

Robert Woolcock

Tucker Worley

Frank and Julia Worrell    

William Wright

Dean and Ann Yap

Mary and Jim Zmuda 
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In 2018, The American Chestnut Foundation established a new Legacy Tree orchard at the Glenn C. Price Research 
Farm in Meadowview, VA. This new orchard reflects advances in the breeding program to produce blight-resistant 
American chestnuts. The legacy tree orchard will be composed of a progeny of controlled crosses between BC3F2 
parents that have been identified as having among the highest blight resistance in the population. The progeny of 
these blight-resistant parents will be planted away from other susceptible trees. In 5 – 10 years, when the trees in this 
new Legacy Tree orchard flower, they will intercross with each other to produce seed with improved blight resistance 
as compared with the previous generation. 

Legacy Trees are approximately 15/16 American chestnut and 1/16 Chinese chestnut. Each tree is sponsored by an 
individual(s) – either in their own name, the name of a company or organization, or in honor of a friend or relative. The 
sponsorship is acknowledged by an individual plaque placed by the named tree. 

The Foundation’s Legacy Tree sponsors have made a significant contribution to help fund the scientific research of this 
foundation species. The seeds produced in the orchard contain the greatest level of American chestnut characteristics 
and the most blight resistance to date. 

Legacy Trees are truly a living legacy of TACF’s scientists, staff, state chapters, and volunteers. This orchard is only the 
beginning of the Foundation’s restoration efforts. Scientific rigor, diligent support, and ongoing patience will bring our 
breeding strategy to fruition over the next 100 years. 

A Legacy Tree
THE PROMISE OF A HUNDRED FUTURE FORESTS
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21st Century Parks Inc. in honor of 
George Gibbs, Louisville, KY

The Family of the Rev. and  
Mrs. Hugh W. Agricola, Jr.

Allegheny Foundation

Anonymous, in honor of  
Maine Chapter of TACF

Steve Antoline

Stephen G. Banks in honor of  
Glenn Banks

David and Annie Bingham

The Blackmore-Gott Family

Jonathan Butler in memory of  
Dr. John M. Butler

 Sheldon Campbell

 In Honor of T. Wayne Cary, 
Anchorage, Alaska

John M. Cholin

William Coffey in honor of  
Richard Will

Scott Conking and Thomas Wall in 
memory of Jerry S. Conking 

Connecticut Chapter of TACF

Robert W. Cramer in honor of  
Lewis L. Cramer

Dr. Thomas Gray Curtis, Jr.

Michael and Linda Doochin  
and Family

Vevie and Lawrence Dimmitt in 
memory of Charles Parkhill Lykes

Robert H. Dunlap Mennen 
Environmental Foundation 
dedicated to  
Gary and Lynn Anderson

John Evangelakos Family

Georgia Chapter of TACF 

The J. Michel Guite Family 
Foundation, Greenwich, CT

 Peggy and Dwight Harley, Sr. in 
honor of Harley and Ringer Families

 In memory of Robert C. Hempel

The Hoy Family

The Janice Michelle Foundation

Betty Johnson in honor of  
Marshal Case

Kentucky Chapter of TACF

The Knebel Family

Randolph and Grace Knight

The LaRoche Family, Ted, Gloria, 
Ashley and David, their spouses 
and children

Lewis and Kate Lobdell in honor of 
Kale Partners and The Chestnut 
Ridge, Pennsylvania Partners in 
Conservation

Mark Mayer in honor of Richard Will

Paul McArthur in honor of  
Richard Will

MeadWestvaco Foundation

Peter Mennen

Northern Virginia Community 
Foundation in memory of  
Henry B.R. Brown

Robert I. Owens

Alan and Yvonne Palmer

Debby Pearsall, Mt. Bethel, PA

 In Memory of Auden Orion Rafert, 
Forever in our Hearts

Dr. Gary Roop Family

Emily Rutherford in honor of 
children and grandchildren of  
the Rutherford, Smykal, and 
Cookerly families

William T. Smith in honor of  
the Myers and Smith families of 
Pennsylvania

Edwin Smoots

Brad Stanback and  
Shelli Lodge-Stanback in honor of 
William D. Nelson 

Brad Stanback and  
Shelli Lodge-Stanback in honor of 
Fred J. Stanback, Jr. 

Donald and Mary Stout Foundation

The Sudbury Foundation in honor 
of John Taft

Timothy Sweeney

The Tobias Family, New Freedom, PA

Rufin Van Bossuyt

Virginia Chapter of TACF

Duane W. Waddell

West Virginia Chapter of TACF in 
memory of Garold W. Thumm

WestWind Foundation

Richard Will Family

 Richard Will in honor of:

TACF Volunteers

Dr. Norman Borlaug

Marshal Case

Dr. Al Ellingboe

Dr. Fred Hebard

Dr. William MacDonald

Rex Mann

Phil Rutter

Dr. Paul Sisco

Brad Stanback and  
Shelli Lodge-Stanback

James Ulring

Daphne Van Schaick

Donald C. Willeke, Esq.

Alan and Marilyn Youel

In Memory of Arthur Williams, 
(1872-1961) Great Bend, PA

 In Memory of Norman H. Williams, 
(1913-2000) New Milford, PA

Alan and Marilyn Youel

Stephen and Suzan Zoukis in honor 
of Cashiers Village

OUR LEGACY TREE SPONSORS AS OF JUNE 30, 2018
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2018 Financial Overview

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUES % of Income
Contributions $1,693,384  73.2%

Membership  380,915  16.5%

Federal Grants  162,755  7.0%

Investment Income  202,119  8.7%

Merchandise Sales 12,056  0.5%

Realized losses on investments (171,192) -7.4%

Other Income 31,777  1.4%

 TOTAL REVENUE  $2,311,814

EXPENSES % of expense
Program Services 

External Research  $430,769  15.5%

National Office Operations 434,948  15.7%

Marketing & Communications 75,329  2.7%

Regional Science 798,055  28.8%

Chapter & Membership 221,140  8.0%

Research Farm Operations 418,139  15.1%

Forestry & Mine Land 32,591  1.2%

 TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES  $2,410,971  86.9%

Supporting Services 

Management & General $312,962  11.3%

Fundraising $51,230  1.8%

 TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES $364,192  13.1%

 TOTAL EXPENSES  $2,775,163 

TACF IS EXTREMELY PROUD
OF ITS 2018

4-Star Rating
FROM CHARITY NAVIGATOR.PROGRAM SERVICES

FUNDRAISINGMANAGEMENT & GENERAL

1.8%11.3%

86.9%
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The American Chestnut Foundation

OFFICERS
CHAIRMAN: 

Dr. Brian McCarthy, OH
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR: 
Michael D. Doochin, TN

SECRETARY: 
William Jay Cude, TN

TREASURER: 
Barbara Tormoehlen, OH

SENIOR SCIENCE ADVISOR: 
Dr. Kim Steiner, PA

SCIENCE AND  
TECHNOLOGY CHAIR : 
Steve Barilovits, III, NC

PROMOTION AND  
OUTREACH CHAIR : 
Catherine Mayes, VA

LEGAL COUNSEL: 
Donald C. Willeke, Esq., MN

PRESIDENT & CEO: 
Lisa Thomson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Yurij Bihun, VT/NH 

Dr. Hill Craddock, TN
Dr. Deborah Delmer, NC

Dr. Carolyn Howes Keiffer, OH

Dr. Gregory Miller, OH
Allen Nichols, NY

Z. Cartter Patten, TN
Dr. Jeanne Romero-Severson, IN

Bradford Stanback, NC
Bruce Wakeland, IN

John Wenderoth, DE

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Essie Burnworth (posthumously)

Dr. Gary Carver
Herbert F. Darling, Jr.

Hugh Irwin
Dr. William G. Lord

Dr. William L. MacDonald 
Glen Rea

Rufin Van Bossuyt
Richard Will

CHIEF SCIENTIST EMERITUS 
Dr. Frederick V. Hebard

HONORARY DIRECTORS
President Jimmy Carter
Dr. Richard A. Jaynes
Mrs. Mary Belle Price

Dr. Peter H. Raven
Dr. Philip A. Rutter

Dr. Edward O. Wilson

STAFF
ASHEVILLE

Lisa Thomson, President & CEO
Betsy Gamber,  

Vice President of Operations 
Judy Antaramian,  

Membership Coordinator
Samantha Bowers,  
Grants Manager

David Kaufman-Moore,  
Donor Relations Manager

Cherin Marmon-Saxe,  
Executive Coordinator

Heather Nelson, Controller
Jules Smith, Media & 

Communications Manager
Dr. Jared Westbrook,  
Director of Science

Shana Zimnoch,  
Gifts and Records Specialist

MEADOWVIEW
Laura Barth, Horticulture and 

Pathology Specialist
Eric Jenkins,  

Tree Breeding Coordinator

Dan McKinnon,  
Director of Farm Operations

Jim Tolton,  
Farm Maintenance Technician 

Brandon Yañez,  
Research Technician

REGIONAL SCIENCE 
COORDINATORS
Sara Fitzsimmons,  
North Central, and  

Director of Restoration
Kendra Collins, New England

Ben Jarrett, Southern
Thomas Saielli, Mid-Atlantic

CONTACT US 
chestnut@acf.org  ~  acf.org

facebook.com/americanchestnut
twitter.com/chestnut1904 
instagram.com/tacf1983

TACF National Office 
50 N. Merrimon Avenue 

Suite 115 
Asheville, NC 28804 

(828) 281-0047

Meadowview Research Farms 
29010 Hawthorne Drive 

Meadowview, VA 24361-3349 
(276) 944-4631 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
The American Chestnut Foundation 

900 Natural Resources Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 (828) 281-0047

New England Regional Office 
UVM Aiken Forestry Service  

Labs / USFS NRS 
705 Spear Street 

South Burlington, VT 05403  
(802) 999-8706

North Central Regional Office 
Pennsylvania State University 

206 Forest Resources Lab 
University Park, PA 16802 

(814) 863-7192

Southern Regional Office 
50 N. Merrimon Avenue 

Suite 115 
Asheville, NC 28804 

(434) 906-9312



50 N. Merrimon Avenue, Suite 115 
Asheville, NC 28804 

(828) 281-0047

acf.org

facebook.com/americanchestnut
twitter.com/chestnut1904 
instagram.com/tacf1983

The American Chestnut Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. Donations are 
deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law. Tax ID: 41-1483019


