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Snow Chestnut and Dark Eyed Junco; Photograph by MARK MOORE; Rimersburg, PA, Clarion Co.
The Dark Eyed Junco is a ground feeder that loves to forage in the chestnuts burrs looking for insects.
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The mission of The American
Chestnut Foundation is to
restore the American chestnut
tree to our eastern woodlands
to benefit our environment,
our wildlife, and our society.



The American Chestnut Foundaton LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Dear Friends,

In my role as Chairman of the Board of The American Chestnut Foundation (TACF), | help

to navigate change within the organization. During 2014 the staff in our national office
underwent a number of significant changes, including the hiring of a quantitative and
molecular geneticist (Jared Westbrook, Ph.D.) and the hiring of a new CEO (LisaThomson).
Disruptions to the status quo are difficult, and these and other events kept some of us on the
board rather busy this past year. But bearing in mind that every great beginning is marked by
change, we are looking for great things from our new staff members! Lisa and Jared began
full-time responsibilities in January 2015.

A striking fact about the national search to fill these two positions is the quality of applicants
that we attracted. This is a testament to both the achievements of our staff and volunteers
and to the reputation of our program. | am truly humbled to help lead the incredibly talented
and dedicated people who work and volunteer forThe American Chestnut Foundation.

Our staff members dedicate themselves daily to the responsibilities defined in our mission and to the support of our
volunteers, who are so absolutely essential to the success of TACFE In the past year alone, our chapters planted more than
90,000 chestnut trees at 114 separate locations.To date, more than 10,000 Restoration ChestnutTrees 1.0 have been planted

in national forests inTennessee, North Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Ohio, Maine, and
Vermont. And with the annual progress at our research farms in Meadowview, Virginia, the genetic qualities of the Restoration
Chestnut 1.0 trees continue to improve year by year.

Your essential partnership with TACF, through the generous sharing of your resources and energy, allows our research and
development to continue and brings us closer to success in our mission.This publication is not simply an accounting of the
foundation’s work. It is a tribute to you and others who have made the achievements of TACF possible. As an organization,
TACF thrives on the support of its members, volunteers, donors, and staff. Thank you for your loyalty and dedication.

| look forward to sharing more good news in coming years.

Sincerely,

b QA .

Kim Steiner, Ph.D.

www.acf.org 1




The American Chestnut Foundation HISTORY

Loss of a Keystone Species

Up until the early 1900s, American chestnut

was the dominant hardwood in the forests of

the eastern United States. This species was an
essential component of the ecosystem because
it was late-flowering, reliable, productive, and
unaffected by seasonal frosts. These qualities
made it the single most important food source
for a wide variety of wildlife from bears to birds.
In addition, rural communities depended upon
the annual nut harvest as a cash crop to feed
livestock, and the chestnut lumber industry was a
major sector of rural economies due to the wood’s
remarkable characteristics.

In 1904, chestnut blight was imported into the
U.S. on Asian chestnut trees. This fungus, called
Cryphonectria parasitica, is dispersed via spores
in the air, raindrops, or animals. As a wound
pathogen, it enters the tree through a flesh injury

4 BILLION 100 FEET

in the tree’s bark, spreading quickly into the bark
and underlying vascular cambium and wood. These
tissues are killed as the fungus advances, and the
flow of nutrients is eventually choked off. By 1950,
the American chestnut was effectively eliminated
from our landscape.

In 1983, The American Chestnut Foundation (TACF)
was founded with a single mission: Restore the
American chestnut tree to our eastern woodlands
to benefit our environment, our wildlife, and our
society. This tree was a critical component of our
ecosystem, yet it has slowly disappeared from our
collective memory and successive generations
have a fading idea of its importance. TACF and

its network of state chapters and volunteers are
working to restore this keystone species so future
generations will know the grandeur and beauty of
these mighty giants.

50 TIMES LIGHT, STRONG

Above:The Shelton Family with a
large chestnut inTremont Falls, TN,
¢1920. Photo courtesy of the Herbert

An estimated 4 billion
American chestnut trees
thrived in the forests from
Georgia to Maine at the
turn of the 20th century.

TACF ANNUAL REPORT 2014

Known as the “Redwood

of the East,” the American
chestnut grew remarkably
fast and often reached more
than 100 feet tall and 10 feet
in diameter.

It was a prolific food source
for humans, wildlife, and
livestock — producing up to
50 times more edible mast
than its next nearest rival,
the oak tree.

Its timber was light,
straight-grained, and
exceptionally rot-resistant,
making it indispensable as
building material.

M. Webster Photograph Collection,
The University of Tennessee.

Right: Skyland Cabins from Oak
Crest, Shenandoah National Park,
George Freeman Pollock Glass
Slide Collection.



The American Chestnut Foundation HISTORY
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The American Chestnut Foundation BACKCROSS BREEDING

PBECKEI0SS
Breeding
Program

The American Chestnut Foundation’s backcross
!h% breeding program begins by crossing an American
’,?J't}_.‘.‘! -’ﬁ‘? ¥  chestnut and a Chinese chestnut. This is followed il m%i‘ig‘“‘" N G4 T T R %
e "h.—’-;’s by three successive generations of crossing back 5 St e g e o) e s s et _'__“‘-1_-’.“J';"'-}53'-,"-{'.”'}'-,'-';';.'_1,'-;1: ¢
- H - i ot - Lyl
g to American chestnut trees to restore American T T W b P >

P

characteristics. In between each breeding step,
the trees are inoculated with blight fungus

(Cryphonectria parasitica) and only those trees
showing strong blight resistance and American
characteristics are selected to breed additional

generations. For the final two generations, trees
with proven blight resistance are intercrossed with
one another to eliminate genes for susceptibility to
blight introduced from the American parents.



The American Chestnut Foundation BACKCROSS BREEDING

Each generation is
inoculated with blight

fungus and only those
trees with the highcet American and Chinese chest- Q American
resistance are used to .
nuts are first crossed to help
increase blight resistance.

breed future generations.

Chinese x American

F1 is the first cross to the American @ x American 172

chestnut | | American

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, l

B1 is the first backcross to the @ x American

American chestnut American

B2 is the second backcross to the @ X AR 7/8
American

American chestnut

B3 is the third backcross to the @D 15/16
American chestnut American

B3F2 is the first intercross to the x B3F2 15/16
American chestnut | | ATl
B3F3 This is the second intercross to 15/16

American

the American chestnut

Breeding, testing and evaluation continues. TACF’s breeding program will continue to integrate additional sources of blight
resistance into the breeding populations.

www.acf.org 5
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Meadowview Research Farms celebrated a major milestone in 2014
— 25 years of groundbreaking research, genetic breeding, and process innovation.
This facility is the epicenter of the Foundation’s scientific research and breeding
programs. In fact, TACF wouldn’t be in the process of restoring the American
chestnut without Meadowview.

Beginning in 1989, TACF established the Wagner Research Farm to execute the
backcross breeding program developed by Philip Rutter and the late Dr. Charles
Burnham. Chestnut trees have been planted, crossed, and grown on the Wagner
Research Farm since its inception.

In 1995, the Wagner Farm was filled to capacity with more than 5,800 chestnut
trees at various stages of backcrossing. A generous donation during that year
allowed for the purchase of nearby land.This property is now known as the Glenn
C. Price Research Farm. Subsequently, a third farm was purchased in 2002 and a
fourth farm in 2006.

All photos by Ruth Gregory Goodridge

DaveThomas prepared
chestnuts for roasting.

Chestnuts roasted throughout the day.

MarilynThomas served warm chestnuts to the
masses.

The American Chestnut Foundation MIEADOWVIEW

Today, Meadowview Research Farms encompasses 166 acres with more than
50,000 trees at various stages of breeding. TACF researchers develop advanced
breeding lines at Meadowview and care for the Legacy Tree orchards, which
produce Restoration Chestnuts 1.0 — our most blight-resistant American chestnuts
to date. In addition, Meadowview is responsible for TACF's chapter breeding
program. As a result, this facility will be the major source of Restoration Chestnut
1.0 seed production for decades.

For all of these reasons and more, Meadowview’s 25-year celebration was a
remarkable event. Hosted by TACF's Southwest Virginia Restoration Branch, this
wonderful tribute acknowledged the development and success of the breeding
program, as well as the many people who have contributed to the restoration
effort throughout the years. More than 200 people attended, and Dr. Fred Hebard
was recoghized for his efforts in implementing the breeding program.

Guests enjoyed the celebration with food, music, and
activities for all ages.

Dr. Fred Hebard spoke
to guests onTACF's
research history.

Measured first
cankers on B3F3s

Planted trees on
Matthews State
. Forest; Procured

Organized
Southwest Virginia
Restoration

Dedicated Glenn

C. Price Laboratory
. at 1st Restoration
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 equipment and . first B3F3s in
© instruments . forests
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. PRR resistance in
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© with a plan to fix
Citina genetically

. diverse population
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. Completion of the

. Graves and Clapper
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the Wagner and

Duncan Farms;
Preparation for next
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The American Chestnut Foundation®PRO GRESS

Phytophthora Resistance

The soil pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi (also known as
ink disease, root rot or PRR) is a major obstacle to chestnut
establishment in the south. This pathogen is highly virulent,
killing chestnuts at the roots and leading to significant
mortality. Because it does not tolerate cold temperatures,
Phytophthora currently affects chestnuts in lower elevations
of the southeast. Since 2004, TACF has been screening its
breeding stock for resistance to PRR through a screening
program conducted at Chestnut Returns Farm in Seneca, SC.
The foundation also began an additional screening program
in 2014 at North Carolina State University.

After a decade of research and collaboration, TACF continues
r. ' to make significant progress to further its understanding of
both the pathogen and the genetics of host resistance. Some
accomplishments include: screening hundreds of seeds for
O u r R e S e a rCh PRR resistance, representing dozens of mixed Meadowview
and chapter genotypes; and genomic sequencing of
American and Chinese genomes to help determine the
C O n 't I n e S i ; : genetic basis of PRR resistance (how many genes are
u - / ? involved) and develop markers to aid in selection.
Currently, TACF is creating and implementing a Chapter
breeding strategy designed to incorporate PRR-resistance
into the current backcross breeding program, with the

ultimate goal of breeding a chestnut that is resistant to the
Phytophthora pathogen and the chestnut blight.

Glenn C. Price Laboratory at
Meadowview Research Farms

The Glenn C. Price Laboratory, built in 2009, is
outfitted with the latest scientific equipment to move
our research forward. TACF scientists are working

to better understand how the blight fungus attacks
the American chestnut and how the tree responds.
Research is also underway to identify and adapt DNA
markers that will allow us to identify trees that will
breed true for blight resistance, thereby speeding up
the breeding process. These scientific breakthroughs
will advance our efforts to help the American chestnut
resist disease and to eventually restore the species.

Early signs of
Phytophthora include
chlorosis (yellowing),
wilting of foliage,
and distinctive black
streaking which is
visible by examining
the tissue near the
base of the tree, just
under the bark.




The American Chestnut Foundation PROGRESS

HIGHLIGHTS:

® 66,685 nuts harvested in
fall 2013, including 45,069
Restoration Chestnuts 1.0

Progress towards a disease-resistant
American-type chestnut

TACEF is pleased to report that its Restoration Chestnut 1.0
trees are currently intermediary in blight resistance between
Chinese and American chestnut. This evaluation is based

on test results for the 2008, 2009, and 2010 crops. AsTACF
completes culling the Restoration Chestnut 1.0 seed orchards
from their current level of 10,000 trees to the target of 500,
our researchers expect the blight resistance of Restoration
Chestnut 1.0 to increase significantly. That's great news!

e 8,247 chestnuts were
planted into the Farms’
orchards

¢ 10,000 Restoration
Chestnuts 1.0 were
An important note in this process is that current planted into the Farms

Restoration Chestnut 1.0 trees have sufficient blight ' o container nursery

. ) . The Glenn C. Price Laboratory at Meadowview Research Farms is
resistance to flower for extended periods in the forest. 00 [l G TEES e
This is a huge step towards species restoration, and as * 13,000 nuts were planted

stated previously, blight-resistance in the Restoration * in state-run nurseries in
Chestnut 1.0 is only getting better. - Sp“ng 2014 was favorable for VA, PA, and IN

The majority of Restoration Chestnut 1.0 seeds have also : pOl | | r]a‘tior], Wh |Ch |ed t0 a |a rge e 5,764 trees were
shown rapid growth rates — an American chestnut trait that

h t : f ” f 2014 inoculated to test for
represents a key objective of the TACF breeding program. arvestin tall o . blight resistance

BIOTECHNOLOGY APPROACH TO BLIGHT RESISTANCE

After 24 years of research, the New York Chapter of TACF and research
teams led by State University of NewYork, College of Environmental
Science and Forestry (SUNY-ESF) scientists Dr. William Powell and

Dr. Chuck Maynard have significantly enhanced blight resistance

in American chestnuts. There is still work needed to obtain federal
regulatory approval to allow these trees to be made available to the
public. There is also the need to stack additional genes through breeding
or transformations to ensure a sustainable level of blight resistance and
to enhance resistance to Phytophthora root rot.

Left: American chestnut anthers from a tree at TACF's Meadowview
Research Farm (SEM, 100x). Specimen provided by Charlotte
Zampini. Photo by Peter Bradley.

www.acf.org 9



The American Chestnut Fou

Jesting our
Restoration
Chestnuts 1.0

From the Laboratory to the Forests

TACF assesses the blight resistance and American
characteristics of our trees in progeny tests, which are an
essential part of our breeding program. A progeny test is
a planting with a prescribed layout that includes multiple
family lines of our Restoration Chestnuts 1.0, as well as pure
American and Chinese chestnuts as controls. These tests
allow us to evaluate trees in our breeding program and
determine which mother trees should be culled. Progeny
tests are established in orchards at Meadowview Research
Farms and on private and public lands, including national
forests, throughout the native range.

Restoration Chestnuts 1.0
planted in progeny tests
in 2013-2014:

e 4,360 at Meadowview
Research Farms

e 4435in NJ, PA, OH,
KY, and NC

e 550 in national forests



The American Chestnut Foundation TESTING

A RETURN TO OUR NATIONAL FORESTS

TACF has partnered with the USDA Forest Service for
the past 25 years. They are one of our largest, long-term
funders, as well as providing the use of national forest
land and the assistance of personnel to help restore the
American chestnut.

To date, more than 10,000 Restoration Chestnut 1.0 trees
have been planted in national forests inTennessee, North
Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania,
Indiana, Ohio, Maine, and Vermont. These plantings allow
TACEF to test and evaluate the Restoration Chestnut 1.0 in real
forest environments and also fulfill an important goal of the
USDA Forest Service to restore native trees to our forests.

Where feasible, we invite the public to participate in these
progeny test plantings. Through hands-on events, partially
funded by the National Forest Foundation, citizens develop a
deeper connection to our national forests while participating

in an historic restoration project. TACEF scientists and volunteers conduct progeny tests with the USDA Forest Service at Fays Meadow in Green Mountain
National Forest near Goshen, VT.

Restoring American chestnuts to our national forests will
benefit forest health by providing a nutritious food for
wildlife and creating more diverse ecosystems.

NATIONAL

FOUNDATION

Joe Gomola, Marienville District
Vegetation ManagementTeam Leader
and local volunteer Alexandra Patton
plant seedlings.

www.acf.org 11



The American Chestnut Foundation RESEARCH

Research Funded
Through TACF

TACF funds research projects that provide critical knowledge
to help us understand the complex ecology of the chestnut
and its interactions with the natural world. In October 2013,
the Foundation awarded $20,000 in grants to external
organizations to conduct chestnut research.

Pictured is the research planting at West Virginia University being studied as
part of the TACF-funded project “Accessing the Integration of Host Resistance
and Hypovirulence! This project evaluates the potential for hypovirulence

(a phenomenon whereby a virus reduces the ability of the blight fungus

to produce lethal cankers on American chestnut) to aid in the successful

establishment of backcross trees.

RESEARCH PROJEC GANIZATIO
Increasing the Utility of Existing Chestnut DNA and RNA Sequence Data through Bioinformatic Analysis Clemson University, University of Tennessee
Maintaining a Backcross Orchard Planting to Assess the Integration of Host Resistance and Hypovirulence West Virginia University
Habitat Preferences of American Chestnut in an Appalachian Cove Forest James Madison University
Nutrient Media for Determination of Sexual Compatibility of Cryphonectria parasitica Isolates Alfred State College
American Chestnut Research in the Southern Region USDA Forest Service, Southern Research Station

12 TACF ANNUAL REPORT 2014



The American Chestnut Foundation PLANTINGS

REGIONAL BREEDING ORCHARDS

Two factors are critical to breeding an American
chestnut that can flourish in the harsh
environment of the eastern forests: regional
adaptation and genetic diversity.

Early inTACF’s history, our scientists realized
the tremendous benefit of establishing local
breeding orchards within each state located
in the chestnut’s native range. These orchards
will allow TACF to complete the final breeding
generations of the process initiated at
Meadowview Research Farms. Local breeding IL
orchards enable growers to produce trees that
are regionally adapted - that have a genetic
predisposition to thrive in the local environment.
This method also allows states to consistently
include new genetic material from local
surviving American chestnuts, adding important
genetic diversity to the breeding population.

TACF is comprised of 16 state chapters with more
than 5,000 members located throughout the
native range. Chapter volunteers, working with our
regional scientists, have established more than
600 orchard plantings with 90,000+ Restoration
Chestnut 1.0 trees. In the past year alone, our
chapters have planted chestnut trees at 114 new,
regional locations. This type of regional planting is
used as public outreach to effectively spread the
story of the American chestnut and to educate the , Core Natural Range
next generation of American chestnut caretakers.
. Previous TACF Plantings

‘ Fall 2013 - Spring 2014 Plantings

Chapter breeding orchards help TACF
develop chestnuts that have a high
degree of genetic diversity and regional

adaptation, which are needed to improve
the tree's survival in the wild.

www.acf.org 13




The American Chestnut Foundation ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Cub Scout Pack 428
works with Eric Evans

of the Maine Chapter at
the Weisendanger seed
orchard in Winthrop, ME.

TACF Regional
Accomplishments

TACF and its network of state chapters and volunteers have
been working to restore this keystone species so future
generations will know the grandeur and beauty of these
mighty giants.

NEW ENGLAND REGION

STATE CHAPTERS
Connecticut, Massachusetts/Rhode Island,
Maine, Vermont/New Hampshire

REGIONAL STATS

¢ Approximately 46,000 chestnuts harvested in 2013
e Approximately 16,500 chestnuts planted in 2014

¢ 16 new plantings established

¢ 38 outreach activities, serving 5,877 individuals

¢ 108 new members enrolled

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

¢ 3 new breeding or seed orchards
established in 2014, and 1000s of nuts
planted in existing orchards;

¢ Several demonstration plantings
established regionally, as well as 2 new
research plantings/partnerships;

e CT and VT/NH Chapters conducted their
first breeding orchard inoculations in June.

Dr. Martin Cipollini of the Georgia Chapter pollinates trees every summer with students from Berry College as part of
TACF's FatherTree program.

14 TACF ANNUAL REPORT 2014



Tour group at aTACF
orchard at the Penn State
University Arboretum
examines leaves.

NORTH CENTRAL REGION

STATE CHAPTERS
. Indiana, NewYork, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey

REGIONAL STATS
e Approximately 25,000 chestnuts harvested in 2013

¢ Approximately 4,500 chestnuts planted in 2014
¢ 10 new plantings established

¢ 40 outreach activities, serving 2,400 individuals
e 227 new members enrolled

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

e First presidential transition in NY with
: Herb Darling retiring on October 11 and
passing the torch to Allen Nichols;

¢ Transgenic lines showcasing highly in
blight-resistance assays, even higher than
Chinese chestnuts in some;

e 2 new test plantings in State Parks
including Harrison Crawford State Forest
and Jackson Washington State Forest.

Virginia chapter president
Cathy Mayes shows
students how to “mud-
pack” a canker to help
prevent spread of the
blight at Prince William
Forest Park.

5%

STATE CHAPTERS
Maryland, Virginia*, West Virginia

REGIONAL STATS
¢ Approximately 11,000 chestnuts harvested in 2013

¢ Approximately 800 chestnuts planted in 2014
¢ 13 new plantings established
¢ 19 outreach activities, serving 564 individuals

¢ 157 new members enrolled

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

e Established 4 Restoration Chestnuts 1.0 test/
demonstration plantings at USFS, USACE,
BSA, and WMREC;

¢ Planted additional Restoration Chestnuts
1.0 at 2 partner organization site plantings
(Georgia Pacific and US Army Fort Detrick);

¢ Established several new Ceremonial
Restoration Chestnuts 1.0 plantings including
Catoctin Creek Nature Center, Virginia Tech,
Waterford Foundation, Georgia Pacific, and
Blue Ridge Heritage Foundation.

*Virginia Chapter statistics not available at time of printing

TACF Carolinas member
Paul Sisco demonstrates
bark identification to
students at Olympic

B3 summer camp at

the University of North
Carolina in Charlotte.

aull)
1

MID-ATLANTIC REGION SOUTHERN REGION

STATE CHAPTERS
Alabama, Carolinas, Georgia, Kentucky,
Tennessee

REGIONAL STATS
e Approximately 9,800 chestnuts harvested in 2013

e Approximately 4,000 chestnuts planted in 2014
* 16 new plantings established
* 41 outreach activities, serving 4,375 individuals

¢ 192 new members enrolled

NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

¢ More than thirty lines were screened and
selected throughout the southern region and
several new intercrosses were made leading to
hundreds of BC3F2s, which will go into regional
seed orchards next spring;

e Planted a new Germplasm Conservation
Orchard at Shawnee Waters in Tennessee;

e Made significant advances in the Phytophthora
resistance breeding program by adding several
new cooperators, new screening programs and
several new Phytophthora resistance backcross
breeding orchards, including one at Biltmore
Estates and one at Walnut Creek Preserve in
North Carolina.

www.acf.org



Education

The American Chestnut Foundation is committed
to providing educational opportunities for our

nation’s youth and to strengthening the bond

between communities and forests. Below are TACF's

educational initiatives over the past year:

Meadowview TeacherTraining —TACF staff
trained teachers from southwestern Virginia

on how to incorporate the American chestnut

story into their classrooms using the
American Chestnut Learning Box.

24 American Chestnut Learning Boxes
were distributed to schools and community
organizations.

Volunteers and staff presented at schools,

summer science camps, educational centers,

civic groups.

Presented at an Eco/Geo/Bio summer
camp for middle school students at the

Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute.

Introduced TACF's backcross breeding
program to high school students at the
Olympic B3 Science Summer camp.

Internships —TACF provides immersive
educational opportunities for current
students or recent graduates interested in
the field of forest health.

AMERICAN
CHESTNUT
LEARNING BOX

A curriculum for elementary
and middle school students
that integrates math,
science, and social studies
into hands-on activities
based upon the saga of the
American chestnut tree.
Students are able to learn
about TACF's goal to restore
the American chestnut tree
to its native woodlands and
about the responsibility of
forest stewardship through
various biological samples,
photos, graphics, and
activities provided in the
box. It brings together a
collection of natural objects
to facilitate discussion in
environments where it is
not possible to encounter
American chestnuts in the
natural world.




Outreach

AppalachianTrail MEGA-Transect
Chestnut Project

The AppalachianTrail (AT) MEGA-Transect
Chestnut Project is a collaboration between TACF
and the Potomac AppalachianTrail Club to train
citizen scientists to collect data on American
chestnut trees growing along the AT.

¢ Four trainings were offered
during the past data collection
season and 40 new volunteers
were trained to collect data.

e Data collectors have now hiked
more than 900 miles of trail while
collecting data, and nearly 800 of
the roughly 2,000 miles of the AT
have been counted.

e More than 25,000 living trees of
three feet or more in height have
been counted within 15 feet of
the trail. Data collectors have
recorded observations on 187
large trees of 13 or more inches
in circumference along the AT.

¢ Information gathered through
the AT MEGA-Transect Chestnut
Project will help scientists better
understand the preferred site
requirements for American
chestnut by evaluating where
they still continue to grow.

During a summer learning camp, high school students
assisted in field plantings at Pyor’s Orchard in Maryland.
Photo by Jennifer Williams.

The American Chestnut Foundation OUTREACH

Bill Scholten, Mireya Pasa, and Kris Stewart participate in MEGATransect
Training lead by Kathy Marmet.

ENGAGING CITIZEN SCIENTISTS

The term “citizen science” typically refers to research
collaborations between scientists and volunteers to
expand opportunities for scientific data collection and to
provide access to scientific information for community
members. TACF's chapter program is about engaging
citizen scientists to help preserve the regional diversity
of American chestnut throughout its original range. TACF
volunteers work diligently toward this effort through a
wide variety of activities. Chapters maximize resources
at the local level, develop programs uniquely designed to
each region, and promote our mission.

www.acf.org
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The American Chestnut Foundation MIINE LANDS

Reclaimed
Mine Lands

One of TACF’s ongoing projects since 2004 is our
work with Appalachian Regional Reforestation
Initiative (ARRI) and Green Forests Work (GFW) to
restore the American chestnut on reclaimed mine
sites throughout Appalachia. In 2014, together
with ARRI and GFW, TACF facilitated 34 planting
events in Kentucky, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania,

Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. With the

help of approximately 1,900 volunteers, we planted
more than 200,000 trees onto 350 acres of land.
Approximately 7500 of these trees were chestnuts.
The Norfolk Southern Foundation provided funding for
the chestnuts used in these plantings and has been an
ardent supporter of our efforts to reforest mined lands.

One important component of these reforestation
events is education. Each volunteer planting event
educates landowners, students, and the public on

the need for better reforestation of mined lands, the
benefits of native species and reforestation efforts,
American chestnut restoration, as well as the technical
skills required to properly plant trees.

= NS
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Expansion of the Conservation
Innovation Grant

WhenTACF received a Conservation Innovation Grant
in 2011 from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service, it greatly increased our capacity to restore
mined lands. We are now in the third year of this
three-year grant to establish mixed chestnut/hardwood
plantings on twelve reclaimed mine sites in five

states (Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Virginia, and
Kentucky). This year, TACF successfully installed five
30-acre restoration plantings as part of this grant.

ONRCS

Boy Scouts of America Blue Grass Counsel from Lexington, Kentucky
learn about chestnut restoration and mined land reforestation fromTim
Brown, Kentucky Division of Forestry, and Michael French of TACF at a
reclaimed surface mine in Pike County, KY. Photo by Michael French.

Left: A 2-year-old pure American chestnut grown as an experiment to
test direct-seeding vs. containerized seedlings on a surface mine that
implemented the Forestry Reclamation Approach in Pike County, KY.
Photo by Michael French.

Planting Trees of Renewal at the
Flight 93 National Memorial

TACF is proud to announce its third year
supporting the reforestation efforts of

the National Park Service at the Flight 93
National Memorial. Planting Restoration
Chestnuts 1.0 is part of a much larger
reforestation effort that is taking place at
the memorial site to honor victims of the
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.The
memorial was constructed on a reclaimed
coal mine surrounding the crash site of
United Airlines Flight 93 near Stoystown, PA.

In 2014 TACF planted 1,383 Restoration
Chestnuts 1.0 on approximately 30 acres

of land at the Memorial. Overall, 550
volunteers from all walks of life worked in
unison to plant trees on the Memorial. Each
volunteer had the opportunity to plant a
chestnut and hopefully heal in some small
way through the experience.

Chet Edwards of the Office of
Surface Mining Reclamation and
Enforcement instructs volunteers
on the proper way to plant
seedlings at Flight 93.

TACF partnered with many organizations
on this project such as the National

Park Service, Appalachian Regional
Reforestation Initiative, Arbor Day
Foundation, Pennsylvania Department

of Conservation and Natural Resources,
Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection, Friends of Flight
93 National Memorial, Department of the
Interior Office of Surface Mining, Rosebud
Mining Company and more.

Richard

Mellon
Foundation

The Richard King Mellon
Foundation generously
supported TACF's
participation in this program.

Volunteers share in family bonding while planting seedlings at the Memorial
site. Photos by Michael French

www.acf.org
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The American Chestnut Foundation DONORS

Our Donors: ry 2014 (July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014)

MAJOR GOVERNMENT, FOUNDATION, & CORPORATE DONORS

Allegheny Foundation

Ballyshannon Fund in the Charlottesville
Area Community Foundation

National Forest Foundation
The Neil and Anna Rasmussen Foundation

Norfolk Southern Foundation

The Archie W. and Grace Berry Foundation

The Betterment Fund

Colcom Foundation

Sordoni Foundation, Inc.
TheTucker Foundation
USDA Forest Service

David Greenewalt Charitable Trust

Dun Foundation
Indera Mills Company

The Manton Foundation

USDA Forest Service, Southern Region

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation
Service

WestWind Foundation

Richard King Mellon Foundation

$25,000 +

Brad Stanback and Shelli
Lodge-Stanback

Timothy Sweeney
Richard and Carol Will

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous

Robert Dunlap

George M. Knebel, Jr.
William McCoy

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stanback
TACF - Virginia Chapter

W. Duane Waddell
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$5,000- $9,000

Ailene Phillips Trust

John and Deborah Lee
Evangelakos

Amy Goldman-Fowler
GE Foundation
Dwight Harley, Sr.

$1,000- $4,000

Carl and Becky Absher
Charles and Deena Akre
Steve Antoline

Arnot Sportsmen Club, Inc.
Connor Bachmann

Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Harry Howton

Dr. Joe and Sandra James

Anne Bain

Steve Barilovits Il

Carolyn Keiffer and and Jane Laurent

Philip Tinne Ben May Charitable Trust
Kathleen and Rob Marmet Frank Berry
Jack McKee

Robert and Pennie Bond
Mr. and Mrs. Darnall W. Boyd
Tom and Kathy Brannon

Jay and Jennifer Mills
Monadnock Conservancy
George Ohrstrom Il
Nicholas Skinner

Joseph Brannon
Ronnie and Barbara Camp

Sheldon Campbell

Dr. Gary and Darlene Carver
Phillip and Cynthia Chase
Brian Clark

David Clarke

Cody Cluff

Robert Comstock
Clarence Covert

Dr. and Mrs. Bennett
Cowan, Jr.

Trent Cowles

Andrew and Jane Crowley
Robert Dietz

Michael Doochin

Susan Dorward

Ecology Wildlife Foundation
Michael Egan

Norman Egbert

Oliver and Eileen Evans
Ed Fleming

Lothar Franke

Manley Fuller

E. Marianne Gabel

The George E. Crouch
Foundation

Graham-Kucera Philanthropic
Fund at the Community
Foundation for Greater Buffalo

Green Forests Work
Joshua Grizzle
Guy Haynes

Henry Fair Family Fund
for the Environment

Hercules Cement Company
James lker and Hayes Nuss
Isaac Jeanes Il
Russell Jeffers

Alexander and
Roberta Jeffries

James Johnson
Robert Kleinberg
Barbara Knapp

Bill Knight

Dr. Randolph and
Grace Knight

George Knorr
Knox Family Foundation
Sean Lauer

Little Acorn Fund of The
Community Foundation of
Western North Carolina

Dr. William Lord
Donald Lorenzo

Dr. William and
Nora MacDonald

Rex and Anita Mann
Charles Mathes
Cathy and Randall Mayes

Drs. Brian and
Dawn McCarthy

Nancy McCurdy

Jeremy McKenzie
MeadWestvaco Foundation
Mildred V. Horn Foundation
Kincaid and Allison Mills
Geary and Beth Mizuno
Monomoy Fund, Inc.

John Murtaugh

Shirley Nicholson
Catherine Novelli
Outdoorsmen, Inc.

Pennsylvania Wildlife Habitat
Unlimited

Z. CartterPatten
Scott Phillips
Emily B. Rutherford

Safari Club International New
England Foundation

Edith Shapira

Katherine Simpson
Michael Smith

Barbara Songer

Dr. Kim and Susie Steiner
Mark and Vicky Stoakes



TACF - Alabama Chapter
TACF - Georgia Chapter
TACF - Tennessee Chapter

Take Back the NWTF
Committee

Barry Thacker

Cynthia and Terrence Tobias
Bruce Wakeland

John Waldren

Kelley and Stephen Wilkinson
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.
William M. Backer Foundation

William T. Oxenham
Foundation, Inc.

Burton Willingham
Stephen and Suzan Zoukis

$500- $999

Kenneth Allshouse

The Amador Foundation
Leslie Baker

Daniel Barthels

Wise and Elizabeth Batten
Richard Beard

Ashton Belew

G. Alexander and
Anne Bernhardt, Sr.

Bernd Blossey
Roberta Bocock
Andrew Bowser
Herbert Brumder
John Cain
Winola Carman
Matthew Carson
John Cay

Albert Chadwick
Philip Chaplin
The Chatham Foundation
William Coffey
Hugh Coleman

Thomas and
Carolyn Cooley

Donald Cornwell and
Linda K. Thomsen

Stuart Dejonge

Bennett Doubleday, Jr.
Louisa Duemling

Daniel Duval

Environmental Air, Inc.
Yvonne Federowicz

David and Maureen Flanagan
Walton Francis

Frederick Bliss Foundation, Inc.
Friends of Raystown Lake
Jeffrey Fullilove

Morgan Gaffey

Lynn Garrison

Frederick and
Mary Buford Hitz

Christina T. Hobbs

Virginia Hochella

Richard Hoffman

David Jadow

Victoria Jaycox

Jeff Jens and Ann Boisclair
David Jones

Keller Family Fund

Francis Kerchenske

Barry Kriegel

Douglas and Arlene Langdon

The Lauren Catuzzi
Grandcolas Foundation

William Lawrence lll
Steven Leath

Joseph and Sarah Parrish
Thomas Pugel

Bruce and Donna Rafert
Edward Raymond llI
Neel Rich

Matthew Royer

Lorin Rydstrom

M. E. Sarvay

The Scanlan Family

L. Joe Schibig

James Scotton

Eileen Scutt

James Searing

Peter Shannon

Peter Silverman
Roxane Sismanidis

Thank you for everything you make possible!

Richard T. Gilbane
Dorian Goldman

Gary Graham

Alan Graybeal

Frank Green

Jack Grote

Eileen and Paul Growald
Michael Hagen

Steven Haggblade
James Hanes

Tommy Hannahan

Hal Hardin

David Hare

Wayne Harlow

William Hauenstein
Alvin Hemmingsen
Joseph and Lucia Henderson
Dr. Craig Hibben

Lois Hindhede

Lewis and Kate Lobdell
Patricia Lusted

Mark Magura

Mark Mayer

Paul McArthur

Doug McBeth

Douglas McLane

Allen Meek

Jeff Mentzer

Herbert Meyer

Alex Minard

Robert More

David and Katherine Morris
Mount Riga, Inc.

Carol Namkoong

Dennis and Carol Oakley

Ohio Forestry Association, Inc.

Richard and Gail Olson
Alan Palmer
Oliver and Barbara Parker

William Smith
Richard Snyder
Michael Solensky
Billie Stephens
William Stratton
Robert Stuck
Anne Marie and John Thron
Brad Tinney

Eric Ulrich

Rufin Van Bossuyt
Phillip Vilardo
Edward Wilburn
David Wilson
Todd Witmer
William Wright

$300 - $499
Arnold Abel
David Adams
Roger Adams

The American Chestnut Foundation DONORS

Fred Ahlborn, Jr.

Steve Albright

William Alcorn

David and Michele Allen
Nathan Anderson
Rebecca Anderson
Andray Mining Co

Dale Angerman, M.D.
Army Corps of Engineers
James Arnholt

AT&T Matching Gift Program
TJ and Wendy Atkinson
David Aurand

Delmer Aylor, C.F.

Dr. John Bagley

Ifarm / Christine Barensfeld
Edwards Barham

Harry Barnes IlI

James Barrick

Douglas Barron
Katherine Bassett
Gretchen Bauta

Jeremy Bean

Michael Beaumont

Chris Beckham

David Behunin

Helen Beichel

Michael Bell

Craig Bennett

Suzanna Bennett

Eric Berry, PhD.

C. Gray Bethea, Jr.
Michael BeVier

Keith Bibbee

Emily Bingham

Ryck Birch

Lucille Bishop

Steve Black

David Bliss

Bobst Mountain Hunting Club
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Our Donors:

The American Chestnut Foundation DONORS

FY 2014 (July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014)

$300 = $499 (Continued)

James Bolinsky

Boy Scouts of America
Steven Boyce

Kevin Bradbury

Todd Bradbury
Christopher Branson
George Brooks
Fitzhugh Brown

Judi Brown

Keith Brown

Joyce Broyles and
Larry Bomar

Melvin Buchanan
Charles Buck
George Burbules
Andrea Bustolin
Edwin Camp
Carl Campbell
Wayne Capolupo
Adrienne Card

Carl Siemon Family
Charitable Trust

Dr. Barbara Carlton
Keith Carson

Paul Cavender

John and Ann Chalk 1l
Tim Chapin

Keith Chasteen

The Chestnut Grille at the
Green Park Inn

Bart Chezar

Austin Chinn

City of Roanoke Parks Division
E. Ann Clark

Michael Clark
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Wayne Clinger

The Coca-Cola Foundation
Terrence Cody

Dennis and Catherine Collis
Joseph Conley

Wayne Conley, DDS
Charles S. Connington, Jr.
Price Cordle

Walter Curt

Dr. Laura Dabinett

David Darrow

John and Hillary Davidson

Scott Deitchman and
Irene Hall

Andrew and Nancy Dewing
Charles W.H. Dodge
Matthew Doell

John Dougherty

Philip Duke

Thomas Dumm

Mark Dunaway

E.l. duPont de Nemours and
Company

Duquesne University-Center
for Environmental Research

Charles and Mary Edwards Il

Mary Lou Egan and
Mark Bendick, Jr.

Robert Eliason

Michael Elliott

Katherine Ervin

Jane and Robert Evans
Alfred Farris

John Faulconer

Albert C. and Judy Faust
Mervin Feathers

Gene Feher

Deborah and John Fialka
Ben Finegan

Troy Firth

William Fissell

Forest Stewardship
Committee of Connestee Falls

Mac and Margaret Foster
Robert Fox

Fox Haven Farm
George L. Frady
Thomas Frank
Thomas Franz
Jameson French
Andrew Fritsch

Anne Germino

John Gerstmayr

Paul Gettys

Joanne Gianniny
Stephen Giglio
Ronald Gilliland

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Glickman
Ralph Goodman
Joseph Googe
Ronald Gore

Clyde Gosnell

Edwin Gott, Jr.

Dr. Francis Gouin
Dorsey Gower
Nathanael Greene, Jr.
Mike and Kristi Grice
Colin Griffin

Ernie Grisdale

John Gudger
Gregory Guiher
Robert and Linda Guiles
Robin Gulick

John Haight

Thomas Halbach
Stuart Hall

William Hall, MD
Thomas Hampton
Charlotte Hanes
Jeffrey Harding
Robert Harrell

Thomas and
Marguerite Harris

Jane Harris
Edwin Harris
John Harsh
Matthew Hartshorne
Vincent Hatton
Sam Hawkey
Benjamin Hicks
Kenneth Hile
Garrie Hill
David Hillman
John Hills

Josh Hobbins
Marc Hoeksema

Steven Hopp and
Barbara Kingsolver

Katherine Howard
Deborah Howe

Sally Hudson

Philip Hurley

Edward and Jane Isbey llI
Laura Istwany

Bonnie and Mike Jackson
Thomas Jannke

William Jewett

Wanda and Phillip John
Michael Johns
Sherwood Johnson
Thomas Jones

Gregory Jones

Brett and Kimberly Jones
Thomas Jordens

Ernst Juhl

Forrest Keefer

David Keehn

Alan Keim

Peter Kemmerer

Richard and Jane Kennedy
Adam Klein

Paul and Sue Ann Klinefelter
Glenn Kotnik

Ronald Kuipers

Charles Kulicke

Elizabeth Landis

DeWayne Landwehr
Clarence Larson

Simeon Duke Layfield

League of Kentucky
Sportsmen, Inc.

Jerry Legg, Jr.
Bruce Levine
Nathaniel Levy
Daniel Lieb
George Loewenbaum
Paul Lohneis
Richard Long
Carlos Lopez
Marshall Lowe
Peter Lowe

Alice Lupton
Charles Mackall, Jr.
Susan Mackay Smith
William Marcus
William Marsh
James Marshall
Mark Martin

Hardy Mason
Aaron Mast

John Matteson
Richard Matz
Virginia Maybank
Donald McCann
Don McClure

Dwaine and Frances
McCollum



Thomas McCormick
Edsel McGrady
Linda McGuigan
David McMillin
Andrew McWilliams
Joseph Meiners
Wilhelm Merck

Meredith Corporation
Employee Contributions
Program

Paul Merriken and
Shirley Tenney

James Mersereau
Claudia Methvin
David Mettler

Diana Meyer
Stephen Milito
Anne-Frances Miller
Luke Miller

Luke Miller

Carol Moore

Morgan/Limestone Alabama
TREASURE Forest Association

James Morrison

James and Diana Morton
Phillip Mulligan

Patricia Murphy

Joe Murphy

James Murray

Ralph Najarian

Donald and Patricia Nelson
Steve Neu

Mark Neumann

Ann Newell

Alexander Newmark
James Nies

Katherine Nimick

Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Daniel Nydick

Richard and Elsa Ogden

Keith Ohlinger

John Oliver

Tim Onnen

Jack and Maggie Ostroff
Douglas Oswald

Richard Otis

Robert and Elizabeth Owens
Jens Paglialunga

Dr. Frederick Paillet
Ronald Palmquist
Roxane Palone

Jason Payne

Vincent Payne

Donald Peck

James Pegues

Timothy Peppe

Dr. Blake Peterson

John Petrich

Dr. Dennis Pevarski
Edward Pfannkoch

Tim and Angela Phelps
Maynard Phelps

Charles Phillips

Jim Phillips

Bruce Phipps

Harry Pier

Richard Piper

Alan Plisch

Jared Praniewicz
Herman Price

Dennis Bradley Price
Warrie and Jim Price
Mark Prichard

Diana and Frederick Prince
Ralph Protsik

Larry and Mary Pulkrabek
Joshua Quinlan

William Quinn

Doug Rademacher

Stephen Rademaker
James Ramage, V.M.D.
Nicholas Ratcliffe

Glen and Ann Rea
Lynn Regan

Charles Reichner
Brooks Rice

Stefanie Rinza

Roger Roahrig

Alan Robertson
Michael Robertson
Doug Robinson
Jeffrey and Andrea Roesch
James Rogers
Margaret Ronsheim

R. Gary Roop, D.V.M.
Shelley Rose

Reginald Rose

Paul Ross, Jr.

Rotary Club of
Washington County

Serge Rousselle
Noel Rowe
Walter Rudin
Paul Ruhlmann

Walter Rybka and Carita
Bergelin-Rybka

David C. Ryder

Jeanne Rydzak

Fred and Claire Saal
Mark Scheel

Steve Schlotterbeck
Harry Schmucker
William Scholten

Steve and Jen Schoonover
John Schumacher
Andrew Scott

Paul Seligson

Margaret Shaughnessy
David Sherwood, Jr.

Robert and Nancy Shipman
Jay Smale

Lucas Smith

Randall Smith

Philip Smith

Roy Smith

H. Michael Smolak
Pamela Smyth

Dave Soloninka
Gregory Somerville
Ryan and Vicky Somma
Charles Souders
Martha and Arthur Spiess
Michael St Louis
Starlight Forests, LLC
Jack Stickney

Chris Stockdale

Donald Strebel

Eli Strull

Brian Stubblefield
Mary Sturm

David Sullivan

Carolyn Summers and
David Brittenham

Edward Szymanik
Frederick Tallman
Russell Thacher
Lee Thompson

Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans Foundation

Joshua Ticktin

William and Mary Tillman
William and Judith Tindall
David Travalini

Stephen and Kimberly Trundle
Kirk Turner

Greg Unfried

Barry Van Gemert

Marianne Marsolais and
Edward Vander Hoeven

The American Chestnut Foundation DONORS

Diana Varga

Lelia Vaughan
David Vaughn
Victor Velelli
Christina Vieglais
James Viscardi
Anton Vukich
Karl Wagner
Sally M. Walker
Roderick Walker
Marla Wallace
Kim Walls
Stephen Waslo
Aubrey Watts
Philip L. Watts, Jr.
John Weatherly
James Dean Webb
Bryant Welch

Karen Wells and
Andrew Canning

John Wenderoth
Frank Wesley

Oliver Whipple
Christopher White
Edith Wiarda

Harold and Kathryn Wiebusch
Jim Wightman

Todd Williams

Keyes Williamson
Roger Williamson, Sr.
George Wrasse

Dean and Ann Yap
Christopher Zach
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Legacy Trees represent one of the most advan
stages of TACF’s breeding process, and at
Meadowview Research Farms they form our core
seed orchard.The Restoration Chestnut 1.0 seeds
produced in this orchard contain the greatest level
of American chestnut characteristics and the most
blight resistance that we have achieved to date.

Trees in the Legacy Tree orchard are sponsored by
individuals - either in their own name, the name of
a company or organization, or in honor of a friend
or relative. These sponsors have made a significant
donation to help fund our scientific research and

hands-on restoration efforts. In effect, each tree in
this orchard is a living legacy to the work of TACF's
scientists and volunteers, and each Restoration
Chestnut 1.0 seed that is harvested holds, as Ralph
Waldo Emerson once said, “the promise of a
hundred future forests.”



Our Legacy Tree Sponsors

21st Century Parks Inc. in
honor of George Gibbs

The Family of the Rev. and
Mrs. Hugh W. Agricola, Jr.

Allegheny Foundation

Anonymous in honor of
Maine Chapter of TACF

Steve Antoline

Stephen G. Banks in honor
of Glenn Banks

David and Anne Bingham

The Blackmore-Gott
Families

Jonathan Butler in
memory of
Dr. John M. Butler

John M. Cholin

William Coffey in honor of
Richard Will

Scott Conking &
Thomas Wall in memory of
Jerry S. Conking

Connecticut Chapter of
TACF

Robert W. Cramer in honor
of Lewis L. Cramer

Michael and Linda Doochin
& Family

Robert H. Dunlap Mennen
Environmental Foundation
dedicated to Gary &

Lynn Anderson

John Evangelakos Family

Georgia Chapter of TACF

Peggy & Dwight Harley,
Sr. in honor of Harley and
Ringer Families

In memory of
Robert C. Hempel

The Hoy Family

Betty Johnson in honor of
Marshal Case

Kentucky Chapter of TACF
The Knebel Family

Randolph and
Grace Knight

The LaRoche Family, Ted,
Gloria, Ashley & David,
their spouses and children

Lewis & Kate Lobdell in
honor of Kale Partners
andThe Chestnut Ridge,
Pennsylvania

Partners in Conservation
Maine Chapter of TACF

Mark Mayer in honor of
Richard Will

Paul McArthur in honor of
Richard Will

MeadWestvaco
Foundation

Peter Mennen

Janice Michelle
Foundation

The American Chestnut Foundaton LEGACY TREE

Northern Virginia
Community Foundation
in memory of

Henry B.R. Brown

Robert I. Owens

Alan andYvonne Palmer
Deborah Pearsall

Dr. Gary Roop Family

Emily Rutherford in
honor of children and
grandchildren of the
Rutherford, Smykal, and
Cookerly families

WilliamT. Smith in honor
of the Myers and Smith
families of Pennsylvania

Edwin Smoots

Brad and Shelli Stanback
in honor of

William D. Nelson and
Fred J. Stanback, Jr.

Donald and Mary Stout
Foundation

The Sudbury Foundation
in honor of JohnTaft

Timothy Sweeney

Ray and DorisTobias
Rufin Van Bossuyt
Virginia Chapter of TACF
Duane W. Waddell

West Virginia Chapter of
TACF in memory of
Garold W.Thumm

WestWind Foundation
Richard Will Family

Richard Will in honor of
TACF Volunteers

Dr. Norman Borlaug
Marshal Case

Dr. Al Ellingboe

Dr. Fred Hebard

Dr. William MacDonald
Rex Mann

Phil Rutter

Dr. Paul Sisco

Brad and Shelli Stanback
James Ulring

Daphne Van Schaick
Donald Willeke, Esq.

In Memory of
Norman H. Williams

Alan and MarilynYouel

Stephen and Suzan Zoukis
in honor of Cashiers Village

Trees in the Legacy Tree
orchard are sponsored by
individuals - either in their own
name, the name of a company
or organization, or in honor

of a friend or relative. Each of
these trees is a living legacy

to the work of TACF’s scientists
and volunteers.

www.acf.org
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Five-year Trend of
Financial Growth

Operating revenues rose from $1,881,336

(FY 2010) to $3,239,611 (FY 2014). In addition,
operating expenses for the same time period
rose from $1,869,134 to $2,197,756 in large part
due to increased payroll costs (including salaries,
taxes, and benefits) as the Foundation ramped
up its research/out-planting efforts. Net equity
over the same five-year time period increased
from $3,154,158 (FY 2010) to $5,038,179 (FY 2014)
leaving the Foundation in a strong financial
position to continue its critical efforts in restoring
the American chestnut.

The financial results shown here are derived from
The American Chestnut Foundation’s audited
statements of June 30, 2014, which contain an
unqualified audit opinion. TACF’s audited financial
may be obtained online at acf.org/annual or by
calling (828) 281-0047.




The American Chestnut Foundation FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

PERMANENTLY
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL
Contributions and foundation grants* $ 2,470,974 - $ 2,470,974
Federal grants 400,016 - 400,016
Membership dues 350,770 - 350,770
Investment income (loss) 455,699 2,340 458,039
Merchandise sales (net of cost of $10,332) 17130 - 17130
Donated services 263,500 - 263,500
Other support and revenue 721 - 721
TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE 3,958,810 2,340 3,961,150
EXPENSES
Program services 2,052,785 - 2,052,785
Management and general 318,553 - 318,553 . Program Services
e ekl el B el . Management and General Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES 2,525,659 = 2,525,659
‘ Fundraising
Change in Net Assets 1,443,151 2,340 1,435,491
L As of June 30, 2014, according to Cusack & Co. Complete
Net Assets, beginning of year 3,579,062 23,262 3,602,668 audited financials and TACF’s 990 are available at
http://www.acf.org/annual.php or by calling (828) 281-0047.
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 5,012,213 25,966 5,038,179 Chart reflects expenditures for fiscal year ending June 30, 2014.
(July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014) * Contributions and foundations grants figure reflects a one-time gift to the foundation.

\VAB |n 2014, The American Chestnut

NG/ charity : . : ]
‘ \/ NAVIGHTOR Foundation earned its ninth 4-star

%k Kk Kk rating from Charity Navigator, the
bll® premier charity rating company.
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The American Chestnut Foundation is:

Officers
Dr. Kim Steiner, Chairman

Dr. Brian C. McCarthy, Vice
Chair Science Cabinet

Michael Doochin, Vice Chair
Development Cabinet

Catherine Mayes, Secretary
Steve Barilovits Ill, Treasurer

Donald C. Willeke, Esq., Legal
Counsel

Dr. Albert H. Ellingboe, Science
Director

LisaThomson, President & CEO
(non-voting)

Board of Directors
Dr. John D. Agricola
John P. Anderson
Steve Barilovits Il
Yurij Bihun

Dr. Hill Craddock
Herbert F Darling, Jr.
Michael D. Doochin
Dr. Albert H. Ellingboe
Yvonne Federowicz
Ben Finegan

Dr. Penelope Firth
Lynn Garrison

Doug Gillis

Dr. Joseph B. James
Dr. Carolyn Keiffer
John LaMonica
Bruce Levine

Rex Mann

Kathleen Marmet
Catherine Mayes

Dr. Brian McCarthy

Dr. Gregory Miller
Jay Mills

David Morris

Allen Nichols

Cartter Patten

Dr. Brian Perkins
Timothy Phelps

Glen Rea

Joe Schibig

Bradford Stanback
Dr. Kim Steiner

Mark Stoakes
George R.Thompson
Bruce Wakeland
John Wenderoth
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.

Board Emeritus
Dr. Gary Carver
Hugh Irwin

Rufin Van Bossuyt

Richard Will, Chairman
Emeritus

Dr. William G. Lord
Dr. William L. MacDonald

Honorary Directors

The Honorable James Earl
Carter, Jr.

Philip A. Rutter, Founding TACF
President

Peter H. Raven
Mrs. Mary Belle Price
Dr. Richard A. Jaynes

Essie Burnworth, Secretary
Emerita (posthumously)

Large American chestnut tree at Mills and Mills Memorial Park in
Tumwater, Washington. Photo by Lawrence Jacobson.

Office Locations
TACF National Office

50 North Merrimon Avenue,
Suite 115
Asheville, NC 28804

(828) 281-0047

Meadowview Research Farms

29010 Hawthorne Drive
Meadowview, VA 24361-3349

(276) 944-4631

North Central Regional Office
Pennsylvania State University

206 Forest Resources Lab
University Park, PA 16802

(814) 863-7192

New England Regional Office
Northern Research Station

Forest Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture

705 Spear Street
South Burlington, VT 05403

(802) 999-8706

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

Virginia Department of Forestry
Central Office

900 Natural Resources Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22903

(434) 906-9312

Southern Regional Office

50 North Merrimon Avenue,
Suite 115
Asheville, NC 28804

(828) 281-0047

The American Chestnut Foundation ABOUT

State Chapters National Office

Alabama
Carolinas (North and South)
Connecticut

Judy Antaramian,
Membership Coordinator

Catherine Farist,

Georgia Communications Specialist
Indiana Betsy Gamber,
Kentucky VP of Operations
bzl Ruth Gregory Goodridge,
Maryland Communications Director
Massachusetts/ Rhode Island .
New York Dennis Kimball,

. Staff Accountant
Ohio o
Pennsylvania/ New Jersey Eaura schrxtzl_em, i
USRS D)(i,(\e/(;:ljct)lVr(;eriS Esz)aor:z?:ator
Vermont/ New Hampshire 2
Virginia Lisa Sousa, Director of
West Virginia Grants & Agreements

LisaThomson, President & CEO
TACF Staff Tina Wayne,
. Donor Records Specialist

Meadowview
e, Jared Westbrook,

Director of Operations Quantitative Geneticist

Dr. Laura Georgi, Pathologist
Dr. Fred Hebard, Pathologist

Eric Jenkins,
Technical Coordinator

Dan McKinnon,
Seed Orchard Supervisor

Field

Matt Brinckman, Mid-Atlantic
Regional Science Coordinator

Sara Fitzsimmons, North
Central Regional Science
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