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O U R  V I S I O N  is a robust eastern forest restored to its splendor.

O U R  M I S S I O N  is to return the iconic American chestnut to its native range.
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The founding of The American Chestnut Foundation (TACF)  

in 1983, based upon the idea that the American chestnut  

could, after so many years of previous failed attempts, be  

restored to its key place in our eastern forests, was an  

act of great imagination and faith by a few individuals.  

Even if TACF could master the science, the ultimate  

challenge, there still remained the financial, organizational,  

and managerial challenges of breeding the tree and restoring  

it to the forests over its huge native range. Essentially, TACF  

was an organizational startup with a grand and compelling concept,  

but without a developed product.

After 34 long years of science and breeding, that product is finally coming closer to 

fruition. We are looking toward the next decade and envisioning how we will begin 

restoration, utilizing the efforts of our 16 chapters of dedicated volunteers, as well as 

collaborating and partnering with other organizations, as we have always done. We will 

need as much imagination and grit as we have possessed in the past. This is the task for 

our Board and committees – certainly not one for the faint of heart, but oh so exciting – 

to intellectually consider the different options for the best reintroduction of our favorite 

tree. It is discussions on these types of topics that you hear when you attend our 

meetings, particularly our fall national meetings, for example the recent one in  

Portland, Maine, or our next one in Huntsville, Alabama in October 2018.

From my many years of involvement with TACF, I see an organization that is financially 

stronger and more focused than it’s ever been, with skilled leadership from our 

President and CEO, Lisa Thomson, a talented staff, and a Board that is immersed in the 

strategic details of our mission. It is with profound gratefulness to all of you that we 

present this annual report of this past year. We are so thankful for your participation in 

our journey.  

Sincerely,

Michael D. Doochin 

Chairman, Board of Directors



T H E  A M E R I C A N  C H E S T N U T  F O U N D AT I O N

2

Currently, 10% of the American chestnut backcross trees 
that we have planted in seed orchards at TACF’s Research 
Farms in Meadowview, VA remain after culling of trees 
with symptoms of susceptibility to chestnut blight. Our 
aim is to cull all but 1% of the most blight-resistant trees. 
As we continue to cull susceptible parent trees from 
seed orchards, the blight resistance of the seed from 
these orchards improves. In 2017, we conducted a pilot 
study to determine if we could screen seeding progeny 
to speed up evaluation of the genetic resistance of seed 

orchard parents. We also obtained the first estimates of 
the accuracy of genomic selection, which entails DNA 
sequencing to predict the genetic resistance of seed 
orchard parents. In advance of completing selection in 
Meadowview seed orchards, we conducted controlled 
crosses between seed orchard parents with above-
average resistance and planted the progeny in an orchard 
that will eventually produce the next generation of trees 
with improved blight resistance. 

Since 2002, TACF has planted 57,300 advanced 
generation backcross trees in Meadowview seed 
orchards. In 2017, 2,705 trees with symptoms of blight 
susceptibility were removed. Another 1,050 trees were 
planted. Currently there are 6,564 trees remaining after 
artificial inoculation and culling of susceptible trees. 
Planting of Meadowview seed orchards is 96% complete 

and only 2,100 trees have yet to be planted. Approximately 
1,800 of the remaining trees were inoculated with the 
fungus that causes chestnut blight for the first time. We 
expect to remove 80% of the newly planted and 
inoculated trees based on canker assessments, leaving a 
total of 4,700 trees from which to make the final 
selections of approximately 600 trees. 

ACCELERATING SELECTION IN SEED ORCHARDS

PROGRESS ON SELECTION AND PLANTING IN MEADOWVIEW SEED ORCHARDS

Jared Westbrook, TACF Director of Science

2017 Science Briefing



3

2017 A N N U A L  R E P O R T

To accurately identify and select the most blight-resistant 
parent trees in seed orchards TACF has been planting 
progeny of the remaining trees in randomized trials. We 
inoculate the progeny with the fungus that 
causes chestnut blight and estimate the 
genetic resistance of the parent trees 
from the average canker severity of 
their progeny. Since 2009, we have 
been planting progeny tests in 
orchards and waiting until the third 
growing season to inoculate the 
progeny. This year, TACF 
collaborated with the USFS 
Resistance Screening center in 
Asheville to determine if genetic 
differences in blight resistance are 
detectable when the progeny are 
inoculated as seedlings in their first 
growing season. This method of screening, 
called small stem assays, reduces the time to 
estimate the genetic resistance the parent trees 
from three years to one year. We also may screen more 
progeny than what is feasible in orchards, increasing the 
accuracy of the estimates of the parents’ resistance. 

To develop proof-of-concept for small stem assays, over 
60 volunteers and 3 staff planted, randomized, and 
inoculated 2,840 backcross seedling progeny from 68 

mother trees in Meadowview seed orchards. 
Cankers on resistant Chinese chestnut were 

significantly shorter than on susceptible 
American chestnut indicating that 

genetic differences in blight 
resistance are detectable at the 
seedling stage. Heritable 
differences in canker length were 
also detected among the backcross 
families. Among 13 families 
previously screened for blight 
resistance in orchards, family 

rankings in blight resistance were 
strongly correlated between small 

stem assay and orchard tests. These 
promising results demonstrate that small 

stem assays may be used to accelerate 
progeny testing in subsequent years. 

In 2015 and 2016, 16 controlled pollinations were 
conducted among 19 seed orchard parents with above 
average blight resistance. In 2017, 328 progeny from 
these crosses were planted at Meadowview Research 
Farms. In 3 – 5 years we will inoculate these trees with 
the chestnut blight fungus to estimate the average level 
of blight resistance of seed from Meadowview seed 

orchards after selection is complete. The progeny of 
best x best crosses will eventually become parents for 
the next generation of backcross trees. To improve 
resistance among their progeny, we plan on culling the 
trees with most severe cankers so that only the most 
blight-resistant trees will intercross.  

SPEEDING UP PROGENY TESTING WITH SMALL STEM ASSAYS

PLANTING THE NEXT GENERATION AFTER BREEDING BEST X BEST

(l-r): Dr. William MacDonald, Board Emeritus; Ben Jarrett, Southern 
Regional Science Coordinator; Dr. Jared Westbrook, Director of 
Science; and Dr. Hill Craddock, TN Chapter, enjoying the scenery at the 
2017 NE-1333 meeting at Cataloochee Ranch in Maggie Valley, NC.

Brandon Yanez of TACF’s Meadowview staff planting progeny 
of crosses between parents in Meadowview seed orchards with 
above-average blight resistance.
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Even with accelerated progeny testing with the small 
stem assay, it is not feasible to screen progeny from all 
4,700 trees that remain in Meadowview seed orchards. 
Final selection of the 1% most resistant trees is being 
accelerated with genomic selection. The principle of 
genomic selection is to develop a prediction model to 
rank trees’ disease resistance based on DNA sequencing. 
The genomic prediction model is developed by estimating 
correlations between a genome-wide sample of DNA 
variants and disease resistance in a training population. 
The training population consists of mother trees whose 
progeny have been screened for blight resistance, and 
whose resistance is known. The blight resistance of 
mother trees whose progeny have not been screened is 
predicted by genotyping the same DNA variants as were 
genotyped in the training population and summing the 
effect of the DNA variants on blight resistance. 

To develop proof-of-concept for genomic selection, 47 
mother trees from Meadowview seed orchards whose 
progeny have been screened for blight resistance 
were genotyped and over 20,000 DNA variants were 
detected. Correlations were estimated between the DNA 
variants and average canker lengths of the progeny in 
9/10ths of the population. For the remaining 1/10th of the 
population, the average canker lengths were predicted 
from the DNA variants. This cross-validation procedure 
was repeated 10 times to obtain predicted canker 
lengths for all 47 mother trees. Prediction accuracy was 

estimated from the strength of the correlation between 
predicted and observed family average canker length. 
The genomic prediction accuracy was 0.55 on a 0 to 1 
scale, which is slightly less than the accuracy of progeny 
testing (0.6 – 0.8). The genomic predictive abilities were 
encouragingly high despite the small training populations 
used to develop the prediction models. 

Genomic predictive abilities are expected to increase 
by genotyping more progeny tested trees. TACF is 
collaborating with Professor Jason Holliday at Virginia 
Tech to develop more accurate genomic prediction 
models. In 2017, 384 mother trees whose progeny have 
been screened for resistance to chestnut blight were 
genotyped. Genomic prediction accuracy of blight 
resistance is expected to increase because population 
used to develop the prediction model is larger and 
10x more DNA variants (200,000) were generated as 
compared with the proof-of-concept experiment. In 
addition, 2,000 trees that remain in the Meadowview 
seed orchards after initial culling for blight-susceptibility, 
but have not been progeny tested, are currently being 
genotyped for genomic selection. Additional culling 
of inferior trees will commence when more accurate 
genomic prediction models for blight resistance are 
available in 2018. 

ACCELERATING SELECTION WITH GENOMIC SELECTION

Thank you for your support of TACF’s mission to restore the iconic American 
chestnut tree to its native range. After 28 years and four generations of backcross 

breeding at TACF’s Meadowview Research Farms, we are close to completing 
the original breeding plan and finishing selection in seed orchards.

American chestnut backcross seedlings included 
in small stem assays for blight resistance at the 
U.S. Forest Service Resistance Screening Center 
in Asheville, NC.

Steve Hoy of the Pennsylvania 
Chapter, culling inferior trees from 
Meadowview seed orchards.

Dr. Hill Craddock, TN Chapter 
and Tom Saielli, Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Science Coordinator,  
collecting leaf samples for 
genomic selection in 
Meadowview seed orchards.
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• New Orchards 2016-17

• Previous TACF Plantings 

   Natural Range of the American Chestnut

The American Chestnut Foundation consists 

of sixteen state chapters, six restoration 

branches, and thousands of volunteers, all 

of whom are committed to the restoration 

of a foundation species. Each year, regional 

volunteers dedicate many hours to new 

plantings, orchard maintenance, and 

outreach activities to ensure that future 

generations will experience the splendor  

of the American chestnut. 

2017 Regional Accomplishments
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NEW ENGLAND REGION 
State Chapters: Connecticut, Massachusetts/Rhode 
Island, Maine, Vermont/New Hampshire

Regional Stats:

  Approximately 15,800 chestnuts planted

   62 outreach activities, serving nearly 4,200 
individuals

  Approximately 360 volunteers

  138 new members enrolled 

Notable Accomplishments:  

  The Vermont/New Hampshire Chapter initiated 
and completed the first phase of its Strategic Plan; 
completed the first block of its TACF seed orchard in 
Hillsborough, NH; initiated negotiations on developing 
the second TACF seed orchard in Essex Junction, VT; 
cooperated with the Vermont Tech Center to assist with 
chestnut de-burring and seedling growth; harvested 
3,687 B3F2 seeds from four lines; and inoculated one 
breeding orchard at Shieling State Forest in NH.

NORTH CENTRAL REGION
State Chapters: Indiana, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania/
New Jersey

Regional Stats:

   Approximately 19,220 chestnuts planted

   72 outreach activities, serving nearly 19,670 
individuals

   Approximately 840 volunteers

   323 new members enrolled 

Notable Accomplishments:  

  The Ohio Chapter runs a small grants program  
for education and outreach purposes. Other positive 
outcomes with this program include creating new 
partnerships and engaging new members.

  The New York Chapter recruited 50 new members 
interested in the comeback of the American chestnut 
tree.

Connecticut

Maine

New YorkMassachusetts

Ohio Pennsylvania
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MID-ATLANTIC REGION
State Chapters: Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia,  
West Virginia

Regional Stats:

   Approximately 8,900 chestnuts planted

   72 outreach activities, serving approximately 
6,820 individuals

   Approximately 550 volunteers

   136 new members enrolled  

Notable Accomplishments: 

  The Maryland Chapter developed and printed a 
bi-fold brochure to hand out at various activities and 
events that contains information about the chapter’s 
work and the need for volunteers. The chapter also 
harvested and sent thousands of chestnut seeds 
out to be used for mine land reclamation, progeny 
tests, school planting programs, and research. Several 
chapter members presented on American chestnut 
trees and the work of TACF to various groups, such 
as master gardeners, garden clubs, county forestry 
boards, and nature centers. At such events, they gave 
out brochures, seeds and/or seedlings, and presented 
tangible, educational artifacts from the tree.

  The West Virginia Chapter coordinated the 
American Chestnut Exhibit at the National Boy Scout 
Jamboree in Glen Jean, WV, which hosts thousands of 
visitors each year. Special thanks to Sam Muncy, WV 
Chapter Treasurer, who managed TACF’s booth at the 
Jamboree. Throughout the year, chapter members gave 
talks about the American chestnut tree to a number of 
groups, organizations, and schools. 

 

SOUTHERN REGION
State Chapters: Alabama, Carolinas, Georgia, Tennessee

Regional Stats: 

   Approximately 9,210 chestnuts planted

   112 outreach activities, serving approximately 
5,350 individuals

   Approximately 500 volunteers

   155 new members enrolled

Notable Accomplishments: 

  Steve Barilovits III, Carolinas Chapter and TACF 
board member, developed the Science & Technology 
Roadmap to define the different major pathways to 
restore the American chestnut.

  The Georgia Chapter collected pollen, seeds, and 
generated seedlings of pure American chestnuts for 
planting in gene conservation orchards. The chapter 
also bred and tested F1s and B1s for Phytophthora 
resistance; initiated small stem assays; grew hundreds 
of B3F2/B4F2 seedlings; published several papers that 
focused on the GA-TACF breeding program; continued 
their work with Dr. Scott Merkle at the Warnell School 
of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia in the development of chestnut cloning 
techniques; initiated a collaboration with the Lumpkin 
Coalition, an environmental non-profit group based in 
Dahlonega, GA; and made significant progress in 
updating GA-TACF records in dentataBase, TACF’s 
online database.

Carolinas

Maryland Tennessee

Virginia Georgia
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Allegheny Foundation
Anne Cox Chambers Foundation
Anonymous
Colcom Foundation
Robert Dunlap
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Bradford Stanback and  

Shelli Lodge-Stanback
Timothy Sweeney  
The Archie W. and Grace Berry 

Foundation
The Manton Foundation
The Ohrstrom Foundation
The Sordoni Family Foundation
USDA Forest Service,  

Southern Region  
USDA NIFA  
USDA, NRCS-CIG  
Richard and Carol Will

Betty and John Allison  
American Bird Conservancy  
Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen 

Foundation
Anonymous
Sheldon Campbell  
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Dorr Foundation
Hudson Farm Foundation
Jennifer Johnson  
Nancy McCurdy  
Jay and Jennifer Mills
Clyde E. Perdue, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stanback, Jr.
TACF-Virginia Chapter  
Mr. W. Duane Waddell  
Hope Yandell 

Anonymous
Steve Barilovits III  
David Greenewalt Charitable Trust
Michael Doochin and  

Linda Kartoz-Doochin
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Mr. Mark J. Ohrstrom, Jr.
Mr. Nicholas A. Skinner  
Kenneth Summerville  
The National Forest Foundation
The Neil and Anna Rasmussen 

Foundation  
John W. Willingham
Willis and Elsie Shenk Foundation

The American Chestnut Foundation deeply appreciates the hard work of its chapter volunteers and 
committed supporters. Our mission is long-range, and your contributions allow this conservation 

success story to continue. We are truly grateful for your help in restoring this iconic species. 

Our Donors
JULY 1, 2016 - JUNE 30, 2017

Thank You
TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS

$5,000-9,999$25,000+ $10,000-24,999

Our Donors
JULY 1, 2016 - JUNE 30, 2017
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Campbell Brown
Michael and Victoria Caldwell  
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Dr. Gary and Darlene Carver  
T. Wayne Cary  
Celanese Foundation Employee 
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Philip Chaplin  
Phillip and Cynthia Chase  
Citizens for Fauquier County  
Brian E. Clark 
Michael J. Clark  
David Clay  
Jon and Lois Claycomb 
Fred Clodfelter  
William and Jane Coble  
William H. Cole  
Combined Federal Campaign
Scott Conking  
Clarence L. Covert  
Trent Cowles  
William Jay Cude III  
Dr. Thomas Gray G. Curtis, Jr.
Hartwell and Martha Davis  
Debby Lundstrom McMullen 

Endowment Fund 
Frank A. DeCocco  
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Susan Dorward  
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Sarah Ernst  
Howard and Randee Fischer  
Frederick Bliss Foundation, Inc.
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Donald Lateiner and  

E. Marianne Gabel  
GE Foundation Matching Gifts 
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Stephen Hamilton  
Guy B. Haynes  
James T. Healy  
Wayne Helming  
Dr. John Hempel
Marc Hockl  
Bennett R. Hollenberg  
James Iker and Hayes Nuss  
Michael Jasmin  
Russell Jeffers and Claudia Dwass  
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Wanda and Phillip John  
T. Stephen Jones and Adele Franks  
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Barbara B. Knapp  
Mr. Anton W. Knaus  
Grace and Randolph Knight  
Knox Family Foundation
Barry Kriegel  
Drs. Jon C. Kucera and  

Susan P. Graham  
William Landis  
Duke Layfield  
John L. LeRoy  
Little Acorn Fund of  

The Community Foundation  
of Western NC 

Dr. William and Faye G. Lord  
Mr. Donald K. Lorenzo  
Chris Lupold  
Jessica Lupold  
Patricia and Roderick Lusted  
Dr. William and Nora MacDonald  
Hardy Mason  
Cathy and Randall Mayes  
Drs. Brian and Dawn McCarthy  
Jeremy McKenzie  
Larry McReynolds
David Menke  
Raymond Miller  
Kincaid and Allison Mills
Alex Minard  
Geary and Beth Mizuno  

Monomoy Fund, Inc. 
Jeff Munoz  
Network for Good  
New York Restoration Project 
Joe Nicholson  
Shirley Nicholson  
Catherine A. Novelli  
Orentreich A. Family Foundation 
Alan Palmer  
Z. Cartter and Lee Patten  
Deborah Pearsall  
Michael Phillips  
Mr. Thomas M. Pugel  
Dr. V. Watson Pugh
Blooming Grove Hunting  

& Fishing Club 
Emily Rutherford  
Safari Club International  

New England Foundation 
Travis Schill  
Eric Schleich  
Eileen E. Scutt  
James E. Searing
Edith Shapira  
Timothy and Tammy Shields  
Roxane D. Sismanidis  
Michael Smith  
Sallie Beckwith Smith  
Simon Smith
Dr. Kim and Susie Steiner  
Mark and Vicky Stoakes  
Byron and Nancy Stutzman  
Brian F. Sweeney  
Charles M. Tarver  
The Grace and Cliff Hare Foundation  
The Pierson Family Fund 
Mr. and Mrs.  

George R. Thompson, Jr.  
Lisa and Walter Thomson  
Stephen and Kimberly Trundle  
Urban Forestry Organization
Marianne Marsolais and  

Edward Vander Hoeven  
Bruce Wakeland  
Mr. and Mrs. T. Urling Walker  
Marc and Toni Walton  
John Wenderoth  
WestWind Foundation
Kelley and Stephen Wilkinson  
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.
Norman P. Williams

$1,000-4,999
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Carl and Becky Absher  
David Adams  
Dr. John D. Agricola  
Anonymous
Dr. Janet J. Asimov  
David Aurand  
Leslie Baker  
Bank of America  
Daniel K. Barthels  
Dale Bartlett  
Ashton Belew  
Mortimer Berkowitz III  
Dr. John C. Bernhardt  
Steve and Karen Black  
Jeff Jens and Ann Boisclair  
Gary M. Boone and Alice Sheppard  
William Brennen  
Fitzhugh L. Brown  
Edwin L. Bryan  
Fred Calhoun  
Ronnie and Barbara Camp  
Robert Roy Campbell  
Henry and Maria Campell  
Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust 
Dr. John and Loida Carlson  
Winola H. Carman  
Larry and Barbara Catuzzi  
Tom and Kate Chappell  
Kent Chastain  
Richard Clouser and  

Martha Campbell  
Terrence Cody  
Hugh P. Coleman  
Donald R. Cornwell and  

Linda K. Thomsen  
Dr. and Mrs. Bennett Cowan, Jr.  
Bruce Crawford  
Harriett Crosby  
Joseph De Cola  
Brian Decker  
Andrew and Nancy Dewing  
Robert Dietz  
Earl Downes  
Charles H. and Mary Edwards II  
Herbert Eplee
J. Henry and Mollie Fair  
Albert C. and Judy Faust  
Drs. Penelope Firth and  

David Knapp  
David Ford  
Stephen Foster  
Jeffrey Fullilove  
Michael Gaal  

R. Michael Gadbaw  
Michael Gaffey  
John J. Gensheimer  
George and Betty Gibbs  
Dorian S. Goldman  
Nathaniel Gove  
John A. Grab  
Frank Green  
Sid Greene  
Eileen and Paul Growald  
Michael D. Hagen  
Thomas Halbach  
Gregory Hansard  
David W. Hare  
Harmony Motors  
Jane L. Harris  
William Hauenstein  
David Hillman  
Christopher D. Hinderliter  
Christina T. Hobbs  
Lloyd Howland  
Dr. Edward and Jane Isbey III  
Victoria Jaycox  
James G. Jenkins  
Dr. Elizabeth T. Kennan Burns
Dr. Thomas Klak  
Glenn Kotnik  
Christine and Robert Kuntz  
R. Michael Lenderking  
Live Oak Foundation 
Alice P. Lupton  
Rex and Anita Mann  
William Marcus  
Kathleen and Rob Marmet  
Paul McArthur  
Doug McBeth  
Edsel McGrady  
David Jerry McMillin  
Allen Meek  
Bonnie Meeks  
Jeff Mentzer  
James and Barbara Mersereau  
Stephen Milito  
Eric W. Moore  
Mount Riga, Inc. 
Philip Moyers  
Johnny Mullen  
Jessica O’Rourke  
Roy Orton  
Otter Run Fish and Game Club  
Oliver and Barbara Parker  
Joseph and Sarah Parrish  
James Peltz  

Nancy Pfister  
Barry Poole  
Stephanie M. Pope  
Rob and Betsy Porter  
Richard Powers  
Diana and Frederick Prince  
Proctor Academy 
Allen and Susan Proper  
Stephen F. Quill  
Herbert D. Quinn  
Russell Ranson  
Edward A. Raymond III  
Nathaniel Reed  
Karl Rider
Roy Rogers  
Margaret Ronsheim  
R. Gary Roop, DVM  
Todd Ryan Ross  
Adam Rossi  
Walter Rybka and  

Carita Bergelin-Rybka 
Howard Schlegel  
Jon Scott  
James Scotton  
Scudder Family Foundation 
Joseph Sites  
Randall Slimak  
Jay G. Smale  
Andrew and Nancy Smith  
Gregory M. Somerville  
Rogers Starr  
Donald W. Strickler  
Richard and Dianne Taylor  
Barry Thacker
Laura Thiel  
Cynthia and Terrence Tobias  
Barbara Tormoehlen  
Vicki Turner
Robert Van Brunt  
Judge Gary Wade
Richard Watson  
Frank and Susan Wesley  
Robert Whitescarver and  

Jean T. Hoffman  
Edward W. Wilburn  
Tom Wild  
Richard Williams  
David Wilson  
John and Mary Sweig Wilson
Todd M. Witmer  
William Wright  
Dean and Ann Yap  
Dr. Margaret and Price Zimmermann 

$500-999
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Arnold Abel  
Nancy Adams  
Roger L. Adams  
Brian Ahlborn  
Fred Ahlborn, Jr.  
Lyne Aigner  
Matthew Akers  
Steve Albright  
Allegheny Mtns. Chapter/SCI 
Jim Allen  
John G. Amato  
Vincenzo Amato  
AmazonSmile Foundation  

Donation Disbursement  
Dale Angerman, M.D.  
Anonymous
Mary Ayres and Jack Kerr  
Shannon Baldridge  
Doug Banes  
Eugene Banker  
Henry F. Barbour  
Barkhamsted Historical Society  
James W. Barrick  
Timothy Bates  
Thomas Baum  
Richard Beard  
J. Norma Bedrosian  
David Behunin  
Helen Beichel  
Michael Bell  
Steven Bell  
Bruce Belt  
Kurt and Kathryn Berger  
Mark Besserman  
Keith A. Bibbee  
Gabriele Bidlack  
Allison and Ed Binder  
Ryck Birch  
William Birkhofer  
Toni Bishop  
James Bobb  
Edwin Boelte II  
James A. Bolinsky  
Marcha Botje  
Jason Bradford  
Christopher Branson  
Astrid Brock  
George D. Brooks  

Roger G. Brooks  
Tim and Michelle Brookshire  
Jane Brown  
Keith I. Brown  
Nathan Brown  
Tim Brown  
Charles Buchter  
Cecil Burgin 
George Caler  
Blair and Mary Carbaugh  
Scott Carlberg  
Lynn Carlton  
John Carrera  
Matthew D. Carson  
Sam Carter  
Jennifer and John Chartier  
Chestnut Restaurant and Bar
Bart Chezar  
Stacy Christensen  
Guy Alan Clark 
William Coder  
Larry Cole  
Joy Coleman  
Dennis and Catherine Collis  
Shannon Colt  
Harry Condry  
Wayne Conley, DDS  
Michael Corb  
John Cordts  
Jerry Cox  
Bernie Coyle  
Wayne Cress  
Sean Crowshaw  
Philip and Janet Cruze  
Betty B. Cushman  
Herbert and Jane Darling, Jr.  
Iris and David Daugherty  
Sandra Davis  
William Deeter  
Jack Dellinger  
James Denney  
Dimensions Furniture
William Ditzler  
Dan Donahue  
Alex Dorey  
William Douglas  
George Dresser and  

Margaret McCandless  

William Dugan  
Thomas Dumm  
Brad Edwards  
Daniel Eibler  
Kent Emirbayer  
Michael Emmons  
Dean Eppley
William Erikson  
Dr. Arthur F. Evans, DDS  
Joseph Evans  
Stephen Evans  
Mervin Feathers  
Gene Feher  
Zoltan Fekete  
Joseph S. Finston  
Chris Fischer  
Patrick M. Flaherty  
Nicholas Fohl  
Mac and Margaret Foster  
Richard Foster  
Woody and Debbie Fox  
Thomas C. Frank  
Richard Frase  
Jameson French 
Tracy Frist  
Brian Fronckowiak  
Daniel Fuhrman  
Nick Gerardi  
Daniel Germroth  
Virginia Gerrish  
John Gerstmayr  
Stephen Giglio  
Shaun Gillaspy  
Ronald L. Gilliland  
Doug and Marsha Gillis  
GlaxoSmithKline  

Matching Gifts Program  
Vivian Glazener  
Joseph Googe  
Kathleen Gorski  
Roger and Janet Gram  
Michael Grames  
Michele Graziul  
James Greene  
Joseph Grizzanti  
Ron G. Grzywacz  
John Gudger  
Mark Guillaume  

$300-499
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$300-499

F.S. Hale  
Ryan Hall  
Stuart Hall  
William Hall  
James Hanes  
Richard Hansen  
Craig Hanson  
Wayne and Cheryl Harlow  
Robert Kevin Harrell  
Wayne and Jeanne Hearn  
Andrew Heinzl  
Aaron Helfand  
John R. Hellman  
Alvin Hemmingsen  
Benjamin L. Hicks  
Hill & Dale Garden Club
Kyle Hollasch  
Miller Honeycutt  
Erich A. Hooper  
Mark Hoover  
Christine Horty 
Daniel Houck  
James Hover IV  
Elizabeth Howell  
Samuel Huffman, Jr.  
Jayson Huston  
Victor Hutchinson  
Ron Hutchison  
Chris Hutt  
IBM International Foundation  
Timothy A. Ingraham  
Charles Jackson  
Ellen Jacobson  
Laurie and Jim Jacobson  
Thomas E. Jannke  
Dr. Andrew M. Jarosz  
William and Jean Jeffries  
Timothy Jenkins  
William P. Jewett  
Troy Johnson  
Robert L. Johnson, Jr.  
Robert Jonas  
Jeffrey Jones  
Lisa Jones  
Rachel Jones  
Robert H. Jones  
Thomas Jones  
Thomas Jordens  
Ernst Juhl  

Scott Jurista  
Ronnie Justice
David Keehn  
Joe Kelley  
Peter Kemmerer  
Albert L. Key  
Larry Kimble  
Adam Klein  
Paul and Sue Ann Klinefelter  
Charles Knapp  
Cubby Knapp  
Steve Kneipp  
Hilary Kricun  
Ronald Kuipers  
Blair Laddusaw  
Larry Lamphier  
Russell W. Lang  
William Lawrence III  
Jerry A. Legg, Jr.  
Holly and Marc Lenart  
William Lester  
Martin Leutgeb  
Bruce Levine  
Nathaniel Levy  
Marc Lewis  
Steven Lewis  
Karen Lindig  
Barbara J. Lingberg  
David Linscott  
Gary Loew  
Bill Loftis  
Donald Loht  
Richard D. Long  
Carlos S. Lopez  
Elvia Lopez-Bautista  
Gary Ludi  
Ernest Luikart  
Chris J. Lyons  
Leonard and Pat Maguire  
Thomas J. Maley  
Frank Mangravite 
Nick Maraldo  
Chuck March
Randy Marcotte  
Stephen Marken  
Robert Markert  
Luana Maroja  
Daniel Martin  
Elizabeth and Henry Martin  

Charles Mathes  
Maureen Matkovich  
Roxanne and David Matthews  
Richard Matz  
Virginia Maybank  
Dennis Maziekien  
Donald M. McCann  
Dwaine and Frances McCollum  
Richard McConoughey  
Douglas McLane  
Wilhelm Merck  
John Mertens  
David Mettler  
David H. Michael  
Anne-Frances Miller  
Eleanor and Ronald Miller  
Douglas and Janet Emerson Moffat  
John Monk  
Jerry C. Monteith  
Carol L. Moore  
Dr. Robert More  
James Morrison  
Kevin Mortenson  
Jacob Motz  
Paul Muller  
David Murphy  
Todd Nakrosis  
Navitat Canopy Adventures 
John Neill  
New York Quarterly Meeting  

of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) 

Albert B. Nichols  
Matthew Norris  
Christopher O’Brien  
Dick Olson  
Tommy Orr  
James and Christine O’Shell  
Jack Ostroff  
Douglas H. Oswald  
Benjamin Parisi  
Ryan Parker  
Allen Paugh  
Anne Payne  
Donald G. Peck  
John and Marie Peine  
Christine Pentino  
Timothy Peppe  
David R. Perry  



2017 A N N U A L  R E P O R T

13

$300-499

Edward and Cynthia Pfannkoch  
Bruce Phipps  
Mary Margaret Pipkin and  

Bob Boisture  
Allan Platt  
Ronald Porter  
Dennis Bradley Price  
John F. Price  
Robert Pulaski  
Eric Quackenbush  
John Quackenbush  
Doug Rademacher  
Stephen Rademaker  
John Raftis  
Ray and Reba Ranck 
MacKenzie Rawcliffe  
Anne Reed  
Daryl or Patrick Remick  
Eric Remole  
John Rinehart  
Thomas Rippon  
Roger Roahrig  
Alan M. Robertson  
Doug Robinson  
Jeffrey and Andrea Roesch  
Irwin Rosenthal  
Matthew Royer  
Walter Rudin  
Tiffany J. Rule  
Richard A. Russell, Jr.  
Lorin S. Rydstrom  
Jeanne Rydzak  
Frank Samuelson  
Joneen and Dale Sargent  
Scott Sassaman  
Dennis Schave  
Stacy Schneider  
Erik Schnelle  
Robert J. Schul  
Philip Sharpsteen  
Raymond Shepherd  
Jerret Sherenco  
David B. Sherwood, Jr.  
Chris and James Shook  
Tim L. Shuck  
Heath Shuler  
Joe Slater  
Thomas Small  
Ford Smith  

J.C. Smith  
Lucas and Sarah Smith  
Philip Smith  
Randall Smith  
Roy Smith  
Smith Farm  
Gary Smolk  
Andrew Smyre  
David Somers  
Ryan and Vicky Somma  
Ken and Laura Southworth  
Ekrem Soylemez  
James J. Spagnoli  
Kevin Sparks  
Ann Spires  
Spring Grove Cemetery 
Ronald L. Stancliff  
Starlight Forests, LLC 
Jim Stegman  
Michael Stella  
Billie E. Stephens  
Chris Stockdale  
Lenna Storm  
Joel Storrow  
Arthur H. Streeter  
J.J. Summerell  
Roger Swagler  
Jason Swalm  
Timothy John Termini  
Eva Thaddeus  
Ryan Thibodeaux  
Jesse Warren Thompson  
John Thorsen  
David A. Travalini  
Kirk Turner  
UDA FFA 
Rufin Van Bossuyt  
Bruce Vanderhoff  
Jason Vertucci  
Christina Vieglais 
Douglas Virostko  
Robert Volpe
Waddell Barnes Botanical Gardens
Donald R. Walker  
Roderick S. Walker  
Sally M. Walker  
Gary and Joan Warner  
Greg Warren  
John Wayman  

Matthew Weaver  
John Webb  
Paul Weibel  
Curt Weiffenbach  
Robert L. Welsh  
Wallace Wentink  
Timothy West  
Chip Whaley  
Charles White  
Joseph White  
Craig Whitlock  
Mike Whitworth  
Curtis Wilkerson  
J. Tracy and Barbara Wilkerson  
Kent Willard  
Mark Willcher  
Ann Williams  
Matthew Williams  
Burton J. Willingham  
Janet Wilson  
Lawrence J. Windhauser  
Dennis Woodward  
George Woodzell  
Robert Woolcock  
Clyde Worley  
Tucker Worley  
Frank and Julia Worrell  
Janet Wright  
Clint Wyscarver  
Jon Yeater  
Christopher Zach  
Peter Zacharias  
Jay M. Ziegler  
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In 2018, The American Chestnut Foundation will establish a new Legacy Tree orchard at the Glenn C. Price Research 
Farm in Meadowview, VA. This new orchard reflects advances in the breeding program to produce blight-resistant 
American chestnuts. The legacy tree orchard will be composed of a progeny of controlled crosses between BC3F2 
parents that have been identified as having among the highest blight resistance in the population. The progeny of 
these blight-resistant parents will be planted away from other susceptible trees. In 5 – 10 years, when the trees in this 
new Legacy Tree orchard flower, they will intercross with each other to produce seed with improved blight resistance 
as compared with the previous generation. 

Legacy Trees are approximately 15/16 American chestnut and 1/16 Chinese chestnut. Each tree is sponsored by an 
individual(s) – either in their own name, the name of a company or organization, or in honor of a friend or relative. The 
sponsorship is acknowledged by an individual plaque placed by the named tree.  

The Foundation’s Legacy Tree sponsors have made a significant contribution to help fund the scientific research of this 
foundation species. The seeds produced in the orchard contain the greatest level of American chestnut characteristics 
and the most blight-resistance to date. 

Legacy Trees are truly a living legacy of TACF’s scientists, staff, state chapters, and volunteers. This orchard is only the 
beginning of the Foundation’s restoration efforts. Scientific rigor, diligent support, and ongoing patience will bring our 
breeding strategy to fruition over the next 100 years. 

A Legacy Tree
THE PROMISE OF A HUNDRED FUTURE FORESTS
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21st Century Parks Inc. in honor of 
George Gibbs, Louisville, KY

The Family of the Rev. and  
Mrs. Hugh W. Agricola, Jr.

Allegheny Foundation

Anonymous, in honor of  
Maine Chapter of TACF

Steve Antoline

Stephen G. Banks in honor of  
Glenn Banks

David and Annie Bingham

The Blackmore-Gott Family

Jonathan Butler in memory of  
Dr. John M. Butler

 Sheldon Campbell

 In Honor of T. Wayne Cary, 
Anchorage, Alaska

John M. Cholin

William Coffey in honor of  
Richard Will

Scott Conking and Thomas Wall in 
memory of Jerry S. Conking 

Connecticut Chapter of TACF

Robert W. Cramer in honor of  
Lewis L. Cramer

Dr. Thomas Gray Curtis, Jr.

Michael and Linda Doochin  
and Family

Robert H. Dunlap Mennen 
Environmental Foundation 
dedicated to  
Gary and Lynn Anderson

John Evangelakos Family

Georgia Chapter of TACF 

The J. Michel Guite Family 
Foundation, Greenwich, CT

 Peggy and Dwight Harley, Sr. in 
honor of Harley and Ringer Families

 In memory of Robert C. Hempel

The Hoy Family

The Janice Michelle Foundation

Betty Johnson in honor of  
Marshal Case

Kentucky Chapter of TACF

The Knebel Family

Randolph and Grace Knight

The LaRoche Family, Ted, Gloria, 
Ashley and David, their spouses 
and children

Lewis and Kate Lobdell in honor of 
Kale Partners and The Chestnut 
Ridge, Pennsylvania Partners in 
Conservation

Mark Mayer in honor of Richard Will

Paul McArthur in honor of  
Richard Will

MeadWestvaco Foundation

Peter Mennen

Northern Virginia Community 
Foundation in memory of  
Henry B.R. Brown

Robert I. Owens

Alan and Yvonne Palmer

Debby Pearsall, Mt. Bethel, PA

 In Memory of Auden Orion Rafert, 
Forever in our Hearts

Dr. Gary Roop Family

Emily Rutherford in honor of 
children and grandchildren of  
the Rutherford, Smykal, and 
Cookerly families

William T. Smith in honor of  
the Myers and Smith families of 
Pennsylvania

Edwin Smoots

Brad Stanback and  
Shelli Lodge-Stanback in honor of 
William D. Nelson 

Brad Stanback and  
Shelli Lodge-Stanback in honor of 
Fred J. Stanback, Jr. 

Donald and Mary Stout Foundation

The Sudbury Foundation in honor 
of John Taft

Timothy Sweeney

The Tobias Family, New Freedom, PA

Rufin Van Bossuyt

Virginia Chapter of TACF

Duane W. Waddell

West Virginia Chapter of TACF in 
memory of Garold W. Thumm

WestWind Foundation

Richard Will Family

 Richard Will in honor of:
TACF Volunteers
Dr. Norman Borlaug
Marshal Case
Dr. Al Ellingboe
Dr. Fred Hebard
Dr. William MacDonald
Rex Mann
Phil Rutter
Dr. Paul Sisco
Brad Stanback and  
Shelli Lodge-Stanback
James Ulring
Daphne Van Schaick
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.
Alan and Marilyn Youel

In Memory of Arthur Williams, 
(1872-1961) Great Bend, PA

 In Memory of Norman H. Williams, 
(1913-2000) New Milford, PA

Alan and Marilyn Youel

Stephen and Suzan Zoukis in honor 
of Cashiers Village

OUR LEGACY TREE SPONSORS
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2017 Financial Overview

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUES % of Income
Contributions $2,715,877 79.4%

Membership 404,007 11.8%

Federal Grants 58,357 1.7%

Investment Income 143,553 4.2%

Merchandise Sales 12,758 0.4%

Realized losses on investments 20,054 0.6%

Other Income 29,772 0.9%

Gain on sale of assets 35,000 1.0%

 TOTAL REVENUE  $3,419,378

EXPENSES % of expense
Program Services 

External Research $312,122 12.4%

National Office Operations 418,119 16.6%

Marketing & Communications 132,714 5.3%

Regional Science 596,790 23.7%

Education & Outreach 3,832 0.2%

Chapter & Membership 219,245 8.7%

Research Farm Operations 421,017 16.7%

Forestry & Mine Land 34,197 1.4%

 TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES  $2,138,036 85.1%

Supporting Services 

Management & General  $316,964 12.6%

Fundraising  $58,795 2.3%

 TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES  $375,759 14.9%

 TOTAL EXPENSES  $2,513,795

TACF IS EXTREMELY PROUD
OF ITS 2017

4-Star Rating
FROM CHARITY NAVIGATOR.PROGRAM SERVICES

FUNDRAISINGMANAGEMENT & GENERAL

2.3%12.6%

85.1%



2017 A N N U A L  R E P O R T

17

The American Chestnut Foundation

OFFICERS
CHAIRMAN: 

Michael D. Doochin, TN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHAIR: 

Dr. Brian C. McCarthy, OH
PROMOTION AND  

OUTREACH CHAIR: 
Catherine Mayes, VA

SECRETARY: 
Barbara Tormoehlen, IN

TREASURER: 
Steve Barilovits III, NC

SENIOR SCIENCE ADVISOR: 
Dr. Kim Steiner, PA
LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Donald C. Willeke, Esq., MN
PRESIDENT & CEO: 

Lisa Thomson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Yurij Bihun, VT/NH 

Dr. Hill Craddock, TN
William Jay Cude, TN

Dr. Carolyn Howes Keiffer, OH
Jack LaMonica, VA
Lewis Lobdell, PA 

Kathleen Marmet, VA 
Dr. Gregory Miller, OH

David W. Morris, AL
Allen Nichols, NY

Z. Cartter Patten, TN
Dr. Jean Romero-Severson, IN

Bradford Stanback, NC
Bruce Wakeland, IN

John Wenderoth, DE

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Essie Burnworth, (posthumously)

Dr. Gary Carver
Herbert F. Darling, Jr.

Hugh Irwin
Dr. William G. Lord

Dr. William L. MacDonald 
Glen Rea

Rufin Van Bossuyt
Richard Will

CHIEF SCIENTIST EMERITUS 
Dr. Frederick V. Hebard

HONORARY DIRECTORS
President Jimmy Carter
Dr. Richard A. Jaynes
Mrs. Mary Belle Price  

(posthumously)
Dr. Peter H. Raven
Dr. Philip A. Rutter

STAFF
ASHEVILLE

Lisa Thomson,  
President & CEO
Betsy Gamber,  

Vice President of Operations 
Judy Antaramian,  

Membership Coordinator
Samantha Bowers, Grants Manager

David Kaufman-Moore,  
Donor Relations Manager 

Cherin Marmon-Saxe,  
Executive Coordinator

Heather Nelson,  
Controller

Jules Smith,  
Editor and Social Media Specialist 

Dr. Jared Westbrook,  
Director of Science

Shana Zimnoch,  
Gifts and Records Specialist

MEADOWVIEW
Eric Jenkins,  

Technical Coordinator
Dan McKinnon,  

Seed Orchard Supervisor

Jim Tolton,  
Farm Maintenance Technician

Brandon Yañez,  
Research Technician

REGIONAL SCIENCE 
COORDINATORS
Sara Fitzsimmons,  
North Central, and  

Director of Restoration
Michael French,  

Forester
Kendra Collins,  
New England
Ben Jarrett, 
Southern

Thomas Saielli,  
Mid-Atlantic

CONTACT US 
chestnut@acf.org  ~  acf.org

facebook.com/americanchestnut
twitter.com/chestnut1904

TACF National Office 
50 N. Merrimon Avenue, Suite 115 

Asheville, NC 28804 
(828) 281-0047

Meadowview Research Farms 
29010 Hawthorne Drive 

Meadowview, VA 24361-3349 
(276) 944-4631 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
Virginia Department of Forestry  

Central Office 
900 Natural Resources Drive 

Charlottesville, VA 22903  
(828) 281-0047

New England Regional Office 
Northern Research Station Forest Service,  

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
705 Spear Street 

South Burlington, VT 05403  
(802) 999-8706

North Central Regional Office 
Pennsylvania State University 

206 Forest Resources Lab 
University Park, PA 16802 

(814) 863-7192

Southern Regional Office 
50 N. Merrimon Avenue, Suite 115 

Asheville, NC 28804 
(434) 906-9312



50 N. Merrimon Avenue, Suite 115 
Asheville, NC 28804 

(828) 281-0047

acf.org

facebook.com/americanchestnut
twitter.com/chestnut1904

The American Chestnut Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Donations are deductible to the maximum 

extent allowed by law. Tax ID: 41-1483019


