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| think everyone would agree
2019-2020 will go down

in history. The COVID-19
pandemic has disrupted
the lives and livelihoods of
virtually every American.
Our hearts go out to all

of the many hundreds

of thousands of families
who have been affected,
and especially those who
have lost loved ones.

Throughout the pandemic, the
mission of TACF has continued,
largely uninterrupted. The staff at
the national office demonstrated
their incredible commitment and
high level of professionalism with
an immediate response, shifting

to remote work within mere days.
Likewise, Meadowview Research
Farm staff quickly implemented
CDC-compliant protocols to
ensure continuation of greenhouse
experiments, orchard maintenance,
and other land management needs.
Staff also moved quickly to maintain
operations, chapter field work,

and continued to seek out new
collaborations to bring us closer to
mission success. The entire team
at TACF is to be commended for
their extraordinary work! While
many state chapters delayed or
postponed various group activities,
volunteers and citizen scientists
still managed to conduct critical
field work safely without losing
ground in their breeding programs.

Against this backdrop, many
members of the board and chapter
leadership also shifted to remote
mode quickly in order to help
conduct the business needs of TACF
without interruption. The Executive
Committee began late March with
weekly, and later, monthly meetings
to make sure TACF maintained its
fluidity, nimbleness, and health as
an organization. In many ways,

the response has been fascinating.
The use of modern technology has
allowed us to respond in unique

ways that simply would not have
been possible only a decade ago.
Videoconferencing platforms
permitted our summer and fall Board
of Directors meetings to carry on.

It also spurred regular informative
Chestnut Chats, which have provided
a level of engagement around
chestnut topics not previously seen
within the organization. There are
now monthly Executive Leadership
Science meetings to discuss
strategies for future directions

and research needs. A task force
dedicated to the deregulation of
ESF’s Darling 58 spurred tremendous
constituency and media outreach.
Unanticipated positive outcomes
have actually resulted from the
pandemic, some of which | see
continuing into the future. The
prospects for TACF are as strong as
ever and our mission continues with
a robust and enthusiastic core of
staff, volunteers, and collaborators.

Mark your calendars for our
fall meeting in Asheville on

October 30, 2021. | hope to
celebrate our achievements
there with you in person!

Sincerely,

o C MG

Brian C. McCarthy
Chairman, Board of Directors

>
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Progressing in Our Mission

Despite the challenges that the pandemic has posed for our volunteers, staff, and
academic collaborators, we continue to progress in our mission to incorporate
disease resistance into a genetically diverse population of American chestnut.

At Meadowview Research Farms,
TACF staff completed selection

of the 1% most blight resistant
backcross trees in two seed orchards.
It has taken more than 18 years

to plant, inoculate, and assess

over 60,000 trees in these seed
orchards for blight resistance. As

of 2019, there were approximately
3,500 trees remaining in these
orchards. Over the last two winters,
Meadowview Research Farm staff
culled approximately 2,200 trees

to complete selection of the most
blight-resistant trees in both seed
orchards. Through DNA analysis, we
learned that the selected backcross
tree inherited between 60% and 99%
(average 80%) of their genome from

American chestnut. The selected
trees have blight resistance that is
slightly less than F, (50/50) hybrids
between Chinese chestnut and
American chestnut. Results imply
that blight resistance is controlled by
more genes than previously assumed
and that backcross trees inherited
different subsets of these genes.
Some of the selected backcross
trees are pictured in Figure 1.

The good news is that many of the
blight resistance genes from the
Chinese chestnut founders are likely
still present in the American chestnut
backcross populations. By crossing
the most resistant from the current
generation together and stringently
and accurately selecting for blight

resistance among their progeny, we
will continue to improve the blight
resistance in these populations. To
speed up additional generation(s)

of selection, we have begun testing
a non-destructive method to screen
backcross seedlings for blight
resistance that was developed by
Martin Cipollini at Berry College.
Using this method, we cut off a
portion of the central leader of the
seedlings, inoculate the stem tips
with chestnut blight, measure canker
growth after three months, and then
cut off the blighted portion of the
stem prior to planting in the field
(Figure 2). We hope this method can
help identify and eliminate at least
half of the most susceptible seedlings

FIGURE 1: (A) American chestnut that is susceptible to chestnut blight. (B) A partially resistant American chestnut backcross tree that inherited 93%
of its genome from American chestnut and 7% from Chinese chestnut. (C) One of our most promising backcross selections that inherited 83% of its
genome from American chestnut. (D) A highly resistant pseudo-F1 hybrid that inherited 42% of its genome from American chestnut and 58% from
Chinese chestnut.



prior to planting in the field without
killing the more resistant seedlings.

In TACF’s chapter breeding
programs, we are assessing long-
term blight resistance of American
chestnut backcross trees to more
stringently select the most resistant
parents. Since 1996, our chapters
have inoculated more than ten
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thousand third and fourth generation
American chestnut backcross trees
with the chestnut blight fungus. To
date, approximately 10% or 1,000
trees have been selected based

on canker severity six months to a
year after inoculation. We intend to
further narrow down the chapter
backcross population by removing
trees that demonstrate signs of

susceptibility that typically take two
or more years to develop, such as the
death of the main inoculated stem.
Backcross trees that we do not select
may harbor genetic diversity from
unigue American chestnut parents.
We plan to conserve this diversity

by crossing the non-selected
backcross trees with blight-tolerant
Darling 58 transgenic trees.

DIVERSIFYING TRANSGENIC BLIGHT-TOLERANT AMERICAN CHESTNUTS

.

FIGURE 2: The alternative small stem assay whereby we inoculate stem tips with chestnut
blight, measure the cankers after 90 days, and cut off the cankers. This method potentially
enables us to eliminate the most susceptible seedlings prior to planting in the field.
(Alternative small stem assay method developed by Martin Cipollini.)

In 2019, William Powell’s lab at
SUNY-ESF submitted their petition
for non-regulated status of Darling
58 American chestnut trees to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). The Darling 58 trees contain
an oxalate oxidase (OxO) gene from
wheat that increases blight tolerance.
The focus of the USDA petition is to
demonstrate that Darling 58 trees
pose no increased plant pest risks
relative to traditionally bred trees.

In 2020, the first public comment
period of this petition took place.
There will be further regulatory
oversight by the Environmental
Protection Agency based on the
potential of the trees to mitigate the
blight fungal infections. Furthermore,
the Food and Drug Administration
will review any potential for human
health impacts from inserting

the oxalate oxidase gene. It will

likely be at least two more years

for these three federal agencies

to make their final regulatory
decisions on Darling 58 trees.

Outcrossing Darling 58 with a range-
wide sample of wild-type American
chestnuts is currently the most
feasible method to rescue the genetic
diversity that remains in the species
so that it may resume reproducing
and adapting within its native range.
Approximately half of the progeny of
crosses between wild-type American
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chestnut trees and Darling 58 inherit ey = |
the oxalate oxidase transgene. The “‘ﬁl‘uﬁ%‘!‘

inheritance of the transgene can be

detected inexpensively using assays T =g
conducted on the seeds, which greatly \eia
accelerates identification of potentially
blight-tolerant individuals. In advance
of regulatory decisions and with
permits from the USDA, collaborators
from TACF, SUNY-ESF, University of
New England, and Purdue University
pollinated 50 wild-type and American
chestnut backcross hybrids with
pollen containing the OxO gene. We
plan to plant the progeny of these
crosses in at least three field locations
to test the long-term efficacy of the
OxO blight tolerance trait. As these
trees flower in 5-10 years, they also
have the potential to be sources

of larger gquantities of seed should
Darling 58 trees be deregulated.

Our long-term plan is to breed

the descendants of the Darling 58
founder tree with ~700 wild-type
and backcross American chestnuts
over five generations. Our goal is

to represent the genetic diversity
remaining in the species so that
blight-tolerant American chestnut
populations can adapt to a wild
geographic range and a changing
climate. To ensure that we have
enough flowering wild-type American
chestnut for this diversification effort,
we have increased our efforts in seed
collection and graft propagation of
wild-type American chestnut trees.

In 2020, TACF regional coordinators
and volunteers collected scion

wood and seed from more than

50 trees. These trees were grafted

by collaborators at Purdue, Penn
State, and University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga (Figure 3) and will be
planted in germplasm conservation
orchards in the spring of 2021. As
these trees grow up and flower in

the next 5-10 years, we plan to breed
them with Darling 58 trees to diversify
the blight-tolerant population.

FIGURE 3: American chestnuts from Georgia that were grafted and grown under high light
treatments to induce pollen production. This is one method to conserve the genetics of
American chestnuts that otherwise will not flower under the shade of the forest. (High light
germplasm conservation method developed by Trent Deason at University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, picture by Martin Cipollini.)
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COMBINING RESISTANCE TO PRR

Phytophthora cinnamomi, a root
pathogen which causes Phytophthora
root rot (PRR), decimated

American chestnut populations in
the Southeastern U.S. prior to the
introduction of chestnut blight.

As winter temperatures warm, the
range of P. cinnamomi is predicted to
expand northward into New England.
Thus, incorporating resistance to

P. cinnamomi is critical in the effort
to restore American chestnut. For
the past three years TACF has been
partnering with the U.S. Forest
Service Resistance Screening Center
in Asheville, NC to screen American
chestnut backcross families for
resistance to PRR (Figure 4). The
primary goal of this screening is to
select backcross trees that inherited
most of their genome from American

chestnut while also inheriting high
levels of resistance to PRR from
their Chinese chestnut ancestors.
Once we have identified these
PRR-resistant American chestnut
backcross hybrids, our intention is
to breed them with blight-tolerant
Darling 58 transgenic American
chestnuts to combine resistance

to blight and PRR. In 2020, we
inoculated 3,200 seedling progeny
derived from open pollination of 105
American chestnut backcross hybrids
with American chestnut parentage
ranging from Georgia to Maine. We
identified 15 PRR-resistant backcross
parents whose progeny survived P,
cinnamomi inoculation at rates of
50% or higher. We planted 180 of
the surviving seedlings at a site in
Georgia where the soil is infested

with P cinnamomi to screen these
seedlings further for resistance in the
field. The PRR-resistant backcross
parents may be pollinated with
Darling 58 pollen as soon as we

have permits or federal regulatory
approval to do so. The surviving
seedlings that we planted this winter
are expected to flower in 7-10 years
from now. In 2020, we applied Darling
58 pollen to seven backcross trees
with resistance PRR to begin the
process of combining resistance to
the two diseases that decimated
American chestnut (Figure 4c).

TACF has been inspired by continued
enthusiasm for American chestnut
restoration in this challenging

time. Thank you to our members,
volunteers, and donors who

keep this bold mission alive.

FIGURE 4: Assessing roots of American chestnut backcross hybrids that are (A) susceptible and (B) resistant to Phytophthora root rot (PRR)
caused by the oomycete pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi. (C) In 2020, we applied pollen from Darling 58 blight-tolerant transgenic trees to
American chestnut backcross trees that are PRR-resistant to combine resistance to the two pathogens that decimated American chestnut.
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MID-ATLANTIC REGION
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OUR DONORS

Making our Mission Possible

The American Chestnut

Foundation deeply $25,000.00+ $10,000-$24,999

appreciates the hard work Anonymous
Colcom Foundation

Robert H. Dunlap

ESF College Foundation, Inc.
Norfolk Southern Foundation
Schatz Tree Genetics Colloquium

Brad Stanback and Shelli
Lodge-Stanback

The Archie W. and Grace
Berry Foundation

The Neil and Anna
Rasmussen Foundation
USDA Forest Service,
USFS Southern Region

Richard and Carol Will

Dr. John D. Agricola
Betty and John Allison

Anna-Maria and Stephen
Kellen Foundation

Ballyshannon Fund at
the Charlottesville Area
Community Foundation

Ben May Charitable Trust
Sheldon Campbell
Robert Diehl

Adam R. Foster

Fred and Alice Stanback

The Research Foundation
for SUNY

Triad Foundation

of its chapter volunteers
and committed supporters.
Our mission is long-range,
and your charitable
contributions allow this
conservation success story
to continue. We are truly
grateful for your help in
restoring this iconic species.

$5,000-$9,999 Jack McKee

Manci and George L. Ohrstrom Il

James E. Searing and
Gayle Goodman

Nicholas A. Skinner
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Bruce E. Wakeland

Edward R. Fleming

Donald Lateiner and E.
Marianne Gabel
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Dr. John Hempel

Karen Howat

Barry Kriegel

Lewis and Kate Lobdell
Estate of Catherine Lynch
Cathy and Randall Mayes

Anonymous
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Steve Barilovits Il
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John and Deborah Evangelakos
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Joel and Marla Adams

Charles and
Deanna Akre

John M. Allan
Brett Andrzejewski
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Arnot Sportsmen
Club, Inc.

Bailey Nurseries
Foundation

Russell J. Benz

G. Alexander and
Anne Bernhardt

Jack Bufton

Carl Siemon Family
Charitable Trust

Colleen and
Hugh Carlson

Dr. Gary and
Darlene Carver

Philip T. Chaplin

Phillip and
Cynthia Chase

Brian E. Clark
Michael J. Clark

Jane and G.
William Coble Il

LuLu Colby

Scott Conking
Eric E. Costello
Clarence L. Covert

Bernie and Linda Coyle
Augustus T. Crocker, Jr.

Connie M. and
William Jay Cude Il

Peter Culp
T. Gray Curtis, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs.
Hartwell Davis, Jr.

Robert and Adeline
DeButts

Donald Dorn
Norman Egbert

Facebook
Payments, Inc.

Yvonne M. Federowicz

Howard and
Randee Fischer

Leo F. Flynn

Peter C. and
Betsy Forster

continued



Frank Cross
Foundation

Frederick Bliss
Foundation, Inc.

GE Foundation
Matching Gifts Program

Paul Gerard Il

Gettysburg Nature
Alliance

John A. Grab
Joshua Grizzle
Charles Hargett
Richard A. Hayne
James T. Healy

James lker and
Hayes Nuss

Jackson Family

Donor Advised

Fund of Waccamaw
Community Foundation

Mr. Arthur Jaworski
Isaac W. Jeanes Il

Russell Jeffers and
Claudia Dwass

Alexander and
Roberta Jeffries

Wanda and Phillip John
Elizabeth L. Johnson

Carolyn Howes Keiffer
and Philip Tinne

Keller Family Fund
Ken Kempe

lvan Karl Kirby
Bernard Klein
Barbara B. Knapp

Drs. Jon C. Kucera
and Susan P. Graham

Little Acorn Fund
of The Community
Foundation of WNC

Donald K. Lorenzo

Dr. William and
Nora MacDonald

Robert J. Mahon
Rex and Anita Mann
Jacqueline Mars
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Drs. Brian and
Dawn McCarthy

Charles P. McQuaid
Larry Joe McReynolds
David L. Menke

Jay and Jennifer Mills
Eva Greger Morse
New Belgium Brewing
Mrs. E.L. Nicholson

Orentreich Family
Foundation

Hugh P. O’Shields, Jr.
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Alan B. Palmer
Roy H. Park, Jr.

Z. Cartter and
Lee Patten

Daniel Paulson
Brent Perrott
Edward C. Pfeiffer
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Dr. V. Watson
Pugh, M.D.

Emil Daniel Revala
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Calvin L. Sanchez
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Kenneth Summerville
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TACF-VA Chapter
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Branch

William and Lisa
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Community Foundation

Charles and
Susan Tarver

Richard and
Dianne Taylor

Barry K. Thacker

The Ashland
Foundation

The Benevity
Community
Impact Fund

Lisa and Walter
Thomson

Barbara M. Tormoehlen

Urban Forestry
Organization

Rufin Van Bossuyt
and Rena Richard

Jens Von der Heide

Mr. and Mrs. T.
Urling Walker

John Wenderoth and
Annette Hearing

WestWind Foundation
John and Mary Wiley
Wilkinson Foundation
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.
John Willingham
Willis and Elsie

Shenk Foundation
William Guthrie and
Elizabeth Wilson
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Charitable Trust
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Kenneth J. Adams
Blaine F. Aikin
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AmazonSmile
Foundation
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Christine A. Bachrach
Daniel K. Barthels
Ashton Trey Belew

Dr. John C.
Bernhardt, Jr.

Corey Bettenhausen
Cindy Black

Jeff Jens and
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Alexander Ashe
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John and Amy
Bradfield

Alexandre and
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Garnett S. Britt
Robert L. Burns
Timothy Caffrey
Robert Roy Campbell
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Thomas and
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Chatham Foundation
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Allen and
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Jane Duke

Dr. Patricia Eifel
R. Elaine Ellis
Environmental Air, Inc.
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Dealer Imports
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Thomas C. Frank
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Hundt Family
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Dr. Edward and
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Johnson
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Johnson

Johnson & Johnson
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Gift Program
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Amanda C. Blackburn
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James A. Bolinsky

Ron and Susan
Bowman

Ellen Braun and
Kim Guenther

Kevin Breen

Robert Volpe

Judge Gary R. Wade
Stephan Waldstrom
Dr. P.K. Wallace

Marc and Toni Walton

Watson Family
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Frank and Susan
Wesley

Linda and Wayne
Westbrook
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Roy Whitehead
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Edward W. Wilburn
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Wilkerson
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Sweig Wilson

Melody and
David Wilson
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Dria McCauley
Peter B. McChesney

Dwaine and Frances
McCollum

Allan Jefferson
McDonald, Jr.

William R. McQuaid llI
Matthew Meares

John and Sarah
Meiklejohn



William Melgaard
Jonathan Melick
Wilhelm M. Merck

Paul Merriken and
Shirley Tenney

John Mertens

Jenna Meyer

Jonathan Mezlo
Kenneth F. Michrina

Dr. James Middleton, Jr.

Raymond Miller
and Judith Day

Alan Milliner

Douglas and Janet
Emerson Moffat

Mont Vernon
Congregational Church

Sean Montgomery
William R. Moore
Dr. Robert More
Randon L. Morgan
Sarah Mott

Philip Moyers
Frank Muggeo
Titus G. Musser
Deborah Nelson
Network for Good
Steve Neu

Richard Newman
Newtown Township
Daniel S. Nydick
Jaye Nydick
Michael A. O’Brien
Kevin S. Oden
Mark Olenik
Walter F. Omiecinski
Patrick O’Reilly
Roy Orton
Douglas H. Oswald

Otter Run Fish
and Game Club

Robert and
Elizabeth Owens
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Stacy Paetzel

James Page

James Palmer

Jason Paris

Pamela Parker

Patrick Parker

Allen and Carroll Paugh
Anne E. Payne

Vincent and
Cynthia Payne

Stephen Donald Peck
Clifford C. Perkins
Jason Peters

Zane Peyton

Josiah Pierce
Stephen G. Pippel
Thomas Plackis
Richard H. Polchow
Aaron Matthew Poole
Margaret Fern Powell
Gretchen Preston
Dennis Bradley Price
John F. Price

James W. Psiones

Sally and Andrew
Ellis Quale

Queen City Lumber
Company

Herbert D. Quinn, Jr.
Doug J. Rademacher
John T. Raftis, M.D.
Joshua Parker Ramey

Michael and
Debra Ramey

Mark Randall Ray
Edward A. Raymond Il
Brian and Tracy Rearick
Susan Recknagel

Mary Elinor Rees

Chad Retrum

Creseda Riccardi
Robert A. Rice

Charles Richards
Kelly Richardson
William J. Richtsmeier
Samuel B. Rizzi

Alan M. Robertson
Doug Robinson

Mark Romanowski
Brendan Ross

Todd Ryan Ross
Stephanie Russell
Mary Lou Sabin
Balfour Sartor

Judith Schardt-Shure
Dennis H. Schave
Mark Scheel

Erik Schnelle

Robert J. Schul
Douglas W. Sellers
Patrick N. Shackelford
Keith Sharp

Frank Shattuck

Paul A. Sheets

Shell Oil Co. FND
Matching Gifts

Short Hills Garden Club
Jo B. Shute

Brooks H. Sitterley
Ford Smith

Dr. Philip Smith

Roy Smith

Thomas J. Smith
William H. Smith
William P. Snyder
Morgan Sobin
Gregory M. Somerville

Southern Conservation
District

Southern Maine
Wetlands Conservancy

Marci Spencer
Ann B. Spires
Seth Sprague

Springside Chestnut
Hill Academy

Andy Stafman
Joanne K. Starr

Ken Steben
Christopher Stenman
David T. Stern

Lewis M. Stewart, Jr.
Mark and Vicky Stoakes
Nick L. Strasser
David U. Strawn
Donald E. Strebel
Arthur Streeter
William S. Strong
Linda J. Stuesser
Justin W. Sullivan
Carolyn Summers

Matthew Peter
Sutherland

Anthony T. Sutton

The Chestnut Grille at
the Green Park Inn

The Chestnut Hill
Garden Club

Robin C. Thomas
John R. Thorsen

Dr. and Mrs.
John C. Toole

Larry Totten

Dr. Ralph B. Tower
Mark Tranovich
Thomas M. Tripp
Troyer Products
Robert Tucker
John J. Turpin
John Uitendaal
USDA NRCS-CPA
Robert Van Brunt

Elena Sansalone and
Jan Van Meter

David C. Vanaman
Bruce Vanderhoff
Vincent C. Vannicola
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James Viscardi
James J. Vopal
Isabel and Tom Wacker
Donald G. Walker
Roderick S. Walker
Bryan M. Walt, AIA
Lisa A. Ward
Stephen Ward
Stephen Waslo
Taylor Waters
Matthew Weaver
Joseph H. Webster
Clinton T. Welding
Eric Werkheiser

Bill O. Wilen
Norman R. Williams
Richard A. Williams
Stanton Williams
Florence Wilson
Stephen W. Wilson
Michael A. Withers
Steven Joseph Woeste

Edward and
Willa Wolcott

Dale Wolfield
Richard Woodruff
Dennis Woodward
George Woodzell
Robert Woolcock
Tucker D. Worley
Jonathan A. Yann
Matthew Yoder

Mary and Jim Zmuda



MEASURING SUCCESS"

The Promise of Future Forests

THE WORD LEGACY IS OFTEN USED TO-DESCRIBE THE IMPACT
OF SOMEONE’S-LIFE OR THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS.
AT THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT.FOUNDATION, IT MEANS MORE.

The Legacy Tree Orchard
program was created to
symbolize the permanency and
endurance of the research trees
nurtured at our Meadowview
Research Farms in southwest
Virginia for nearly four decades.
The sentiment behind the
program is to honor those
individuals or families who have
a deep abiding commitment to
American chestnut restoration
and wish to support our mission
during, and after, their lifetimes.

Each tree is sponsored by
an individual - either in their
own name, the name of a
company or organization, or
in honor/memory of a friend
or loved one. A customized
plaque placed by the named
tree acknowledges the
sponsorship. Legacy Tree
donors are entitled annually to
receive seeds from our latest
intermediate blight-resistant
crop (number of seeds offered
is based on harvest amounts).

All funding received
through the Legacy Tree
Sponsorship Program is
used to support TACF’s

scientific research to rescue
this ecologically significant
keystone tree species.
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LEGACY TREE SPONSORS AS OF JUNE 30, 2020

The Family of the Rev. and Mrs. Hugh
W. Agricola, Jr., Alabama

Allegheny Foundation, Pittsburgh, PA

In honor of Gary and Lynn Anderson,
loyal, loving, generous hearts -
The Mennen Environmental Foundation

In memory of Virginia Day Baker,
Alabama Chapter of TACF

In honor of Glenn Banks

In honor of Robert Barensfeld,
Planter of Trees

David and Annie Bingham, Salem, CT

The Blackmore-Gott Family,
Poughkeepsie, NY

In memory of Dr. John M. Butler,
Mount Pleasant, SC 1924-2006

In memory of Henry B.R. Brown,
Leesburg, VA 1926 - 2008

Sheldon Campbell, Wilson, NC

In Honor of T. Wayne Cary,
Anchorage, AK

In memory of Roger R. Cholin

In memory of George Grover Cole,
2016, Virginia Chapter of TACF

In memory of Jerry S. Conking,
Canadaigua, NY

Connecticut Chapter of TACF
In honor of Lewis L. Cramer

In honor of Dr. Thomas Gray Curtis, Jr.,
Cataumet, MA

In honor of Dr. Albert Dietz

In Memory of Lawrence Dimmitt IV,
9/29/1984 - 8/24/2017

Michael and Linda Doochin and Family
Robert H. Dunlap, Batesville, MS

The Evangelakos Family, New York, NY
Georgia Chapter of TACF

In honor of George Gibbs, Louisville, KY

The J. Michel Guite Family Foundation,
Greenwich, CT

In honor of Harley and Ringer Families

In memory of Robert C. Hempel,
1910 - 1989, PA

The Hoy Family, Union Mills, NC
In honor of Edward S. Hutchison
The Janice Michelle Foundation
In honor of Marshal Case
Kentucky Chapter of TACF

The Knebel Family, Columbia, SC

In honor of Randolph and Grace Knight,
Perkinsville, VT

The LaRoche Family, Ted, Gloria, Ashley,
and David, their spouses and children

Lewis and Kate Lobdell in honor of
Kale Partners and The Chestnut Ridge,
Pennsylvania Partners in Conservation

In memory of Charles Parkhill Lykes,
3/4/1917 - 5/25/1989

In memory of Dr. William G. Lord,
Pittsburgh, PA

In honor of Maine Chapter of TACF

In honor of the Myers family of
Mercersburg, PA and the Smith family
of Beaver Falls, PA

In honor of William D. Nelson, MN
The Owens Family, Boston, MA

Alan and Yvonne Palmer,
Wilmington, DE

Debby Pearsall, Mt. Bethel, PA

In Memory of Auden Orion Rafert,
Forever in our Hearts

Dr. Gary Roop Family, New Windsor, MD

In honor of Emily Rutherford’s children
and grandchildren of the Rutherford,
Smykal, and Cookerly families

In memory of Edwin Smoots,
Burnsville, MN

In honor of Fred J. Stanback, Jr.

Donald and Mary Stout Foundationin
honor of Timothy Sweeney, Cary, NC

In honor of John Taft, Sudbury
Foundation Trustee, 1973 - 2007,
Sudbury, MA

In memory of Garold W. Thumm,
West Virginia Chapter of TACF

The Tobias Family, New Freedom, PA
Rufin Van Bossuyt, Upton, MA

In loving memory of Belle Bolyard
Waddell and Eunice Bolyard Shaver

In memory of W. Duane Waddell
West Virginia Chapter of TACF
WestRock Foundation, Atlanta, GA

Westwind Foundation,
Charlottesville, VA

In honor of Richard Will, given by
The Will Group

Richard and Carol Will, Georgetown, TX

Richard Will in honor of:
TACF Volunteers
Dr. Norman Borlaug
Marshal Case
Dr. Al Ellingboe
Dr. Fred Hebard
Dr. William MacDonald
Rex Mann
Phil Rutter
Dr. Paul H. Sisco, Jr.
Brad Stanback and
Shelli Lodge-Stanback
James Ulring
Daphne Van Schaick
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.

In Memory of Arthur Williams,
1872 - 1961, Great Bend, PA

In Memory of Norman H. Williams,
1913 - 2000, New Milford, PA

Alan and Marilyn Youel, Richfield, MN

Stephen and Suzan Zoukis in honor of
Cashiers Village




MEASURING SUCCESS IN AN UNPRECEDENTED YEAR

THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT FOUNDATION

Financials

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUES

% of Income

Contributions $1,962,993 71.9%
Membership 436,631 16.0%
Federal Grants 75,388 2.8%
Investment Income 124,665 4.5%
Merchandise Sales 21,678 0.8%
All Other Income 10,414 4.0%
TOTAL REVENUE $2,731,769
EXPENSES
PROGRAM SERVICES % of Expense
External Research $337,166 12.6%
National Office Operations 415,330 15.5%
Marketing & Communications 165,370 6.2%
Science & Research 743,828 27.8%
Chapter & Membership 237,416 8.9%
Research Farm Operations 435,733 16.3%
TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES $2,334,843 87.3%
SUPPORTING SERVICES
Management & General $298,245 1.2%
Fundraising 39,249 1.5%
TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES $337,494 12.7%
TOTAL EXPENSES $2,672,337
TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES - 87.3%
TACF is extremely proud
of its 2019
4-Star Rating
from Charity Navigator
for seven straight years.
FUNDRAISING - 1.5%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



TACF NATIONAL OFFICE
50 N. Merrimon Avenue
Suite 115
Asheville, NC 28804
(828) 281-0047

MEADOWVIEW RESEARCH FARMS
29010 Hawthorne Drive
Meadowview, VA 24361-3349
(276) 944-4631
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MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL OFFICE
The American Chestnut Foundation
900 Natural Resources Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22903
(828) 281-0047

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL OFFICE
UVM Aiken Forestry
Service Labs / USFS NRS
705 Spear Street
South Burlington, VT 05403
(802) 999-8706

CONTACT US

acf.org

chestnut@acf.org

EiE©

facebook.com/americanchestnut

OFFICERS
CHAIRMAN:

Brian McCarthy, Ph.D., OH
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR:
Michael D. Doochin, TN
SECRETARY AND
PROMOTION AND OUTREACH
COMMITTEE CHAIR:
William Jay Cude, IIl, TN

TREASURER AND FINANCE
COMMITTEE CHAIR:
Barbara Tormoehlen, OH

SENIOR SCIENCE ADVISOR:
Kim Steiner, Ph.D., PA

SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY CHAIR:
Steve Barilovits IIl, NC

LEGAL COUNSEL:
Donald C. Willeke, Esq., MN

PRESIDENT & CEO:
Lisa Thomson, NC

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Betty McDonald Allison, NC
Hill Craddock, Ph.D., TN
Mandy Adler Cromwell Ph.D., MA
Deborah Delmer, Ph.D., NC
Carolyn Howes Keiffer, Ph.D., OH

Dennis Liu, Ph.D., NC
Lewis Lobdell, PA
Jim Searing, PA

Jeanne Romero-Severson,
Ph.D., IN

Bradford Stanback, NC
Bruce Wakeland, IN

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Essie Burnworth (posthumously)
Gary Carver, Ph.D.
Herbert F. Darling, Jr.
Hugh Irwin
William G. Lord, DV.M. (d)
William L. MacDonald, Ph.D.
Rex Mann
Glen Rea
Rufin Van Bossuyt
Richard Will

HONORARY DIRECTORS
President Jimmy Carter
Richard A. Jaynes, Ph.D.
Mrs. Mary Belle Price (d)

Peter H. Raven, Ph.D.
Philip A. Rutter
Edward O. Wilson, Ph.D.

instagram.com/tacf1983

STAFF
ASHEVILLE

Lisa Thomson, President & CEO

Betsy Gamber,
Chief Operations Officer
Judy Antaramian,
Membership Manager
Samantha Bowers,
Grants Manager
Cherin Marmon-Saxe,
Office and Business
Systems Manager
Jules Smith, Media &
Communications Manager
Jared Westbrook, Ph.D.
Director of Science
Paul Wingenfeld,
Finance and HR Manager
Shana Zimnoch,
Gifts and Records Specialist
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NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE
Pennsylvania State University
206 Forest Resources Lab
University Park, PA 16802
(814) 863-7192

SOUTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE
50 N. Merrimon Avenue
Suite N5
Asheville, NC 28804
(434) 906-9312

twitter.com/chestnut1904

MEADOWVIEW
Eric Jenkins,

Tree Breeding Coordinator
Lily Kingsolver, Nursery Manager
Dan Mckinnon,

Director of Farm Operations
Jim Tolton,
Maintenance Technician

Brandon Yanez-Breeding,
Research Technician

REGIONAL SCIENCE
COORDINATORS

Sara Fitzsimmons,
North Central, and Director
of Restoration

Kendra Collins, New England

Thomas Saielli,
Mid-Atlantic and Southern

living wage

CERTIFIED
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(828) 281-0047 FOUNDATION

The American Chestnut Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. Donations are deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law.
Tax ID: 41-1483019




