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Our foundation is built on 
four decades of scientific research to restore 

the American chestnut. 
We are looking forward to the discoveries 

and successes of our next 40 years.
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Dear colleagues:

It seems like every year is an eventful one at The American Chestnut 
Foundation (TACF), and this past year is no exception. In 2023 we 
celebrated the 40th anniversary of our organization, and though 
we’re looking to the future and our next 40 years, it’s important to 
take a moment to look at the past fiscal year’s successes. 

Among the many accomplishments are:

Finally, organization-wide successes are not just measured by the “big wins,” but also by the myriad of small 
successes that our staff and volunteers achieve every day. 

Thanks to all for a great year.

William J. (Jay) Cude III 
Chairman, Board of Directors

  First and foremost, we hired Dr. William Pitt  
as our new President & CEO. Will has excellent 
credentials to lead both the expansion of our 
scientific research efforts and our restoration 
planning and implementation. Welcome, Will!

  Reflecting a strong vote of confidence in 
our mission, TACF finished one of its best 
fundraising years ever during fiscal 2022-23.           

  After more than a year of development, 
our science staff and Science & Technology 
Committee released an updated, multi-year 
science strategy. You can view it on our 
website, https://tacf.org/science-strategies/

  TACF continued to receive notable media 
coverage including articles from The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, and 
the Wall Street Journal. In addition, we 
completed and released our documentary 
film CLEAR DAY THUNDER: Rescuing the 
American Chestnut, and we launched a new, 
updated website in December 2022. 

  TACF expanded important research alliances 
with major universities including Virginia Tech, 

University of Georgia, Villanova, and Penn 
State. The Foundation continues to cultivate 
relationships with more than 500 public 
and private organizations, and over 100 are 
covered by formal partnership agreements.

  TACF began development of a tree improvement 
cooperative concept aimed at bringing together 
diverse stakeholders to focus on the restoration 
of the American chestnut and other threatened 
native tree species.

  Our new Government Affairs Committee met for 
the first time and is planning a strategy aimed 
at improving our exposure to both elected 
officials and important government agencies.

  We have gained extensive knowledge toward 
gene discovery that can be used in the creation 
of cisgenic products, created a pipeline for new 
transgenic lines, and continue our capacity to 
navigate federal and state regulatory processes. 
TACF is poised to release ongoing iterations of 
improved, disease-resistant trees for research 
and evaluation to members and supporters in 
the coming years.
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PLEASE NOTE: The information published in this report 
was gathered and written during the 22-23 fiscal year, and 
reflects our partnerships and research during that time.



SCIENCE MILESTONES
By Jared Westbrook, TACF Director of Science

D58 WILL NOT BE THE RESTORED AMERICAN 
CHESTNUT TREE

Our collaborators from the State University of New 
York College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
(SUNY-ESF) developed the Darling 58 (D58) variety 
of American chestnut. The D58 tree contains a 
wheat oxalate oxidase (OxO) gene which detoxifies 
oxalic acid produced by the chestnut blight fungus. 
Assessments from early D58 field trials at ESF and 
Purdue indicate that offspring of D58 that inherited 
the OxO gene have significantly smaller chestnut 
blight cankers on average than siblings that did not 
inherit the gene; however, the blight resistance of 
D58 progeny that inherited OxO varies from highly 
resistant to fully susceptible (Figure 1). Variable 
resistance of D58 progeny may be related to 
variation in expression of the OxO gene. Research 
from ESF shows that the levels of expression of the 
OxO gene in second generation progeny of D58 
varies from zero to levels higher than the D58 
founder tree (Matthews, 2020). Beyond variable 
resistance, D58 progeny that inherited OxO tend  

to grow slower and have lower survival rates on 
average than full siblings that did not inherit the 
gene (Figure 2, page 4). The growth and survival 
penalties are of concern because they may affect 
the competitiveness of trees in the forest during 
establishment and over the long term. 

WE ARE TAKING A MEASURED APPROACH  
WITH D58 WHILE COLLECTING MORE DATA  
ON PERFORMANCE 

Before learning about the growth penalties and 
variable resistance, we were planning to breed D58 
progeny with a range-wide collection of American 
chestnuts and planting the diversified progeny in 
seed orchards to increase seed production. Now, 
we are still interested in breeding D58 with a wide 
variety of American chestnut backgrounds, but  
our main goal is research to assess growth and 
resistance of D58 progeny over longer time frames 
and a wider variety of environmental conditions.  
In future years, if we obtain stronger evidence that 
growth and survival penalties are not severe 

Our work to restore the American chestnut is a long-term, multigenerational process.  
For our existing transgenic and traditional breeding approaches, it will take perhaps a 
decade to optimize, adequately evaluate disease resistance and growth in field trials,  
and scale up seed production. It will take several decades more to develop and deploy 
new biotechnology pathways for further improvement. Many decades will be required  
to plant disease-resistant American chestnuts over millions of acres of suitable habitat. 
We are making progress each year and need your support for continuous improvement. 
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enough to be of great concern for restoration, we 
will further increase our efforts in diversification 
and seed production for D58.

WE ARE CREATING NEW OXO FOUNDER LINES 

We hypothesize that variable resistance and 
the growth penalty in D58 progeny is related to 
constitutive expression of the OxO gene, meaning 
the gene is always expressed in all tissues. 
Constitutive expression may lead to a phenomenon 
called gene silencing, which is a process plants use 
to reduce the expression of foreign DNA (Kumar et 
al. 2015). Furthermore, previous research indicates 
that constitutive OxO expression activates the 
expression of other genes involved in disease 
resistance (Hu et al. 2003). This is akin to an 
overactive immune system and may explain the 
growth penalties in D58. We are working with 
multiple partners to develop new OxO founder 
lines that only express the OxO gene in tissues 
that are wounded or infected with chestnut blight. 
Our goal is to get high enough OxO expression 

to confer sufficient blight resistance in infected 
tissues, but to keep expression low in non-infected 
tissues so that the trees otherwise grow normally. 

WE ARE EXPLORING STACKING OTHER 
RESISTANCE GENES WITH OXO 

Evidence suggests OxO enhances blight resistance 
more than other genes that have been inserted 
into American chestnut to date (Nelson et al. 
2014). However, the durability and efficacy of 
resistance conferred by OxO over the time period 
that trees are expected to live with blight is 
not yet known. With the recent sequencing of 
reference genomes for two Chinese chestnuts 
and an American chestnut, we have engaged in 
collaborations with researchers from Virginia Tech 
and Hudson Alpha Institutive of Biotechnology to 
discover candidate genes from Chinese chestnut 
that potentially contribute to blight resistance. 
To date, we have discovered 73 candidate blight 
resistance genes that are supported by three or 
more lines of evidence. Namely, these candidate 

2022 – 2023 ANNUAL REPORT   3

FIGURE 1. Offspring of Darling 58  
that inherited the oxalate oxidase 

(OxO) gene have variable resistance. 



Tree that inherited OxO gene

Full sibling tree without OxO gene

FIGURE 2. There is a potential growth penalty from constitutive expression of OxO.  
The tree on the left inherited the constitutively expressed OxO gene. The tree to its right is a full sibling,  

meaning it shares the same two parents, just not the OxO gene.
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genes are expressed specifically in Chinese chestnut 
but not American chestnut in response to blight 
infection. These genes map to genomic regions 
associated with elevated resistance in TACF’s 
Chinese-American hybrids. 
Inserting multiple genes 
together may potentially lead to 
more robust blight resistance. 
The genes would also be 
inherited together, simplifying 
the downstream breeding 
for genetic diversification. 

BREEDING IS POTENTIALLY 
AN EFFICIENT METHOD TO 
STACK RESISTANCE GENES 

The multigene insertion 
approach may require 
decades to develop, evaluate 
performance of the trees 
in field trials, and obtain 
federal regulatory approval 
for widescale deployment. 
An alternative gene stacking 
approach is to breed promising 
OxO founder lines with partially 
resistant large surviving 
American chestnuts (LSA) and 
backcross hybrids. The LSAs 
and hybrids potentially contribute additional genes 
and mechanisms of resistance beyond the oxalic 
acid detoxification conferred by OxO. Selection 
of progeny with increased blight resistance and 
forest competitiveness will likely be required to 
realize gains beyond what is conferred by OxO 
alone. To increase the efficiency of selection, we are 
developing a cost-effective genotyping platform to 

predict blight resistance and forest competitiveness 
of the progeny, enabling selection at the seedling 
stage prior to planting in seed orchards. TACF’s 
goal is to generate trees with a high level of blight 

resistance, competitive ability 
for population growth, and 
genetic diversity for adaptive 
ability in forested ecosystems.

A multitude of approaches 
will be required to restore 
American chestnuts to Eastern 
forests. Thank you to all who 
have supported TACF over 
the last four decades. The 
coming decades will require 
continued creativity and 
perseverance to effectively 
pursue the above, and other 
emerging scientific directions. 
In the meantime, the crucial 
work that you, our members 
and volunteers, have been 
doing in gathering as much 
remaining wild-type diversity 
as possible and growing trees 
across diverse climates and 
landscapes becomes more 
pressing. With accelerating 

environmental changes such as habitat loss, climate 
change, and novel pests, we move forward with 
steadfast resolve to rescue this iconic species 
and bring it into the ecosystems of the future. We 
are honored to continue on this journey together, 
bringing ever newer scientific possibilities and 
engaging ever broader groups of people across the 
former and future range of the American chestnut.

JULY 1, 2022 – JUNE 30, 2023

TACF’s goal is  
to generate trees 

with a high level of 
blight resistance, 

competitive ability 
for population 
growth, and 

genetic diversity 
for adaptive 

ability in forested 
ecosystems.



The American Chestnut Foundation consists of sixteen state chapters and thousands 
of volunteers, all of whom play an important role in the restoration of this iconic tree 
species. Each year, regional volunteers dedicate countless hours to new plantings, 
orchard maintenance, and outreach activities, ensuring that future generations will 
experience the splendor of healthy American chestnuts thriving in eastern U.S. forests.
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LEGEND
  2022-23 New Plantings
   Previous Plantings
  Little’s Range of American Chestnut

RESTORATION SUCCESS IS ONLY POSSIBLE WITH OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS



NUMBER OF

Chestnuts 
Planted

965
Harvested

212

NUMBER OF

Chestnuts 
Planted

3,556
Harvested

8,657

NUMBER OF

Chestnuts 
Planted

3,529
Harvested

13,700

NUMBER OF

Chestnuts 
Planted

2,188
Harvested

51,830

NUMBER OF

Attendees/
Beneficiaries

16,195

NUMBER OF

Attendees/
Beneficiaries

7,402

NUMBER OF

Attendees/
Beneficiaries

88,313

NUMBER OF

Attendees/
Beneficiaries

1,567

NUMBER OF

Volunteers

560

NUMBER OF

Volunteers

630

NUMBER OF

Volunteers

336

NUMBER OF

Volunteers

586

NEW ENGLAND REGION: CT, MA/RI, ME, VT/NH

MID-ATLANTIC: KY, MD, VA, WV

NORTH CENTRAL: IN, NY, OH, PA/NJ

SOUTHERN: AL, CAROLINAS, GA, TN



CT CHAPTER

•  Over the past year, the CT Chapter developed  
one new Germplasm Conservation Orchard (GCO) 
for a total of ten GCOs. Volunteers were hard at 
work planting, maintaining, and weeding the 
young trees. 

•  The Chapter is preparing to help perform 
controlled pollinations with transgenic 
pollen by holding a pollination workshop at 
an American chestnut tree in Old Lyme. 

•  In order to expand outreach, the Chapter 
had exhibitions at an Earth Day Event, the CT 
Agricultural Experiment Station’s Plant Science 
Day, the Durham fair, and the CT Flower and 
Garden Show; Zoom presentations were held with 
several land trusts; the Chapter continued to hold 
chestnut hikes at various locations in CT where 
chestnut trees are growing tall enough to flower. 

•  An ongoing goal of the Chapter is to continue 
finding and harvesting as many wild trees as 
possible in an effort toward successful restoration.

MA/RI CHAPTER

•  A two-acre chestnut orchard located at the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
(MassWildlife) headquarters in Westborough, MA 
was named in honor of long-time Chapter member 
Rufin Van Bossuyt. 

•  An agreement with Historic New England’s 
Eustis Estate Museum in Milton, MA was 
signed to establish an educational planting 
of chestnut trees. The varying species and 
varieties will be ordered chronologically along 
a pathway complete with interpretive signage. 

•  A new partnership with the Birches School, a 
nature-based pre-kindergarten through eighth-
grade campus in Lincoln, MA, has provided 
an opportunity for students and faculty to 
learn about American chestnut restoration. 

•  Dr. Laura Meyerson, a professor at the University 
of Rhode Island (URI), along with the students 
from her Restoration Ecology class, attended  
a MA/RI Chapter meeting at Smith College 
MacLeish Field Station. They were given an 
introduction to Chapter work and the opportunity 
to ask questions, and a proposal has been 
submitted for research at the URI Campus. 

•  Volunteers from the South Kingstown Land 
Trust and University of Rhode Island Master 
Gardeners attended pollination training. Master 
Gardener Intern Rachel McCrory developed a 
detailed spreadsheet that is easy to use and 
tracks the performance of individual trees. 

•  The Burrillville Land Trust announced a grant of 
$7,100 from the Champlin Foundation for use in 
the American chestnut tree GCO in the Edward 
D. Vock Conservation Area in Pascoag, RI. 
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NEW ENGLAND REGION: CT, MA/RI, ME, VT/NH



2022 – 2023 ANNUAL REPORT   9

PA/NJ CHAPTER

•  The PA/NJ Chapter held over two dozen 
community events and other activities across 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. These events  
were attended by thousands of participants, 
including volunteers, Chapter members, and 
community members. 

NY CHAPTER

•  The NY Chapter planted over 3,500 trees and 
harvested over 13,000 nuts. The Chapter bagged 
and hand-pollinated 954 female flowers with D58 
pollen and volunteers helped with the fall harvest.

ME CHAPTER 

•  The Board explored and addressed important 
governance issues, such as liability and accident 
insurance, established digital archives, and began 
to review and revise the Chapter’s bylaws.

•  Eva Butler, outreach coordinator, continued  
to engage membership and expand volunteer 
participation across many aspects of the 
Chapter’s work. 

•  The Chapter embraced a major pivot in the 
backcross breeding program by contracting 
with Fox Forestry to conduct a significant 
roguing of five of its six seed orchards. They 
prepared for best x best crosses in 2023 in two 
breeding orchards. Tom Klak at the University 
of New England advanced the capacity to 
produce and freeze D58 and DarWin pollen 
and established several D58 orchards in 
southern Maine under a USDA permit. 

•  The search for surviving American chestnuts 
doubled and the Chapter harvested about 7,000 
nuts in the fall of 2022. Hundreds of seeds 
were distributed to members and the public, 
thousands were given to Howard Nursery in 
PA, and 1,500 seedlings were grown and sold.

•  Members participated in many outreach events 
with diverse partner organizations like the 
Maine Woodland Owners, Viles Arboretum, 
Penobscot County Conservation Association, 
Upper St. John River Organization, Boothbay 
Regional Land Trust, Orono Land Trust, Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts, and more. 

JULY 1, 2022 – JUNE 30, 2023

NORTH CENTRAL: IN, NY, OH, PA/NJ
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KY CHAPTER

•  The KY Chapter increased its Facebook followers 
to 650 and has been actively recruiting new 
contacts via social media, personal email, and 
visits.

•  Over the last four years, the Chapter has focused 
on adding skills and resources to its board. Dr. 
Jennifer Koslow, associate professor at Eastern 
Kentucky University, Dr. Ellen Crocker, assistant 
professor at the University of Kentucky, Charlie 
Saunders, environmental control manager at 
the Division of Forestry, Clint Patterson, head 
forester at the Berea College Outreach Center, 
and Scott Ray, forest supervisor of the Daniel 
Boone National Forest have all joined.

•  The Chapter has increased engagement with the 
U.S. Forest Service Southern Research Station 
office located at the University of Kentucky 
Forestry Building.

•  Two pilots and a skilled University of Kentucky 
forestry student have tested airplane and drone 
searches for blooming chestnuts for the Chapter. 

MD CHAPTER

•  The Chapter contributed to the best x best 
research program and continued research on 
small stem assays.

VA CHAPTER

•  The VA Chapter made significant progress 
this past year. The Chapter made controlled 
pollinations of Darling 58 and best x best trees, 
planted over 2,800 trees in seed orchards, and 
hosted a chestnut science conference. They also 
measured restoration plantings and facilitated a 
LidAR drone study at Lesesne State Forest. The 
Chapter is currently growing 1,400 seedlings in a 
greenhouse, and harvested over 8,000 chestnuts.

WV CHAPTER

•  The WV Chapter held pollination workshops, 
educational talks, and planted nearly 600 trees. 
The Chapter sent nine newsletters keeping 
members, volunteers, and other interested 
community members up to date on events  
and news. 

MID-ATLANTIC: KY, MD, VA, WV
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JULY 1, 2022 – JUNE 30, 2023

AL CHAPTER

•  The AL Chapter held several orchard activities and 
planted 400 chestnuts. 

TN CHAPTER

•  The TN Chapter conducted numerous greenhouse 
activities, orchard activities, and community 
events. 

CAROLINAS CHAPTER

•  The Carolinas Chapter participated in dozens 
of community events and orchard activities 
across North and South Carolina. More 
than 500 volunteer hours were donated in 
tabling events, documentary screenings, and 
greenhouse activities. 550 trees were planted 
and more than 600 nuts were harvested. 

GA CHAPTER

•  The GA Chapter collected 1,234 seeds 
from 42 genetic lines made for germplasm 
conservation, blight, and Phytophthora root 
rot (PRR) resistance screening, phylogenetic 
study, and somatic embryogenesis.

•  Several C. dentata and backcross lines from 
Georgia and other states were successfully 
transformed using OxO at the University 
of Georgia (UGA). Over 80 PCR-positive 
OxO transgenic events in nine Founder Line 
backgrounds, representing all regions of the 
range, have been generated so far at UGA.

•  Alternative small stem assays were completed on 
approximately 350 seedlings (from 11 backcross 
lines) over the course of summer and fall 2022.

•  Scion material from about 20 different GA  
C. dentata trees were sent to U.S. Forest Service 
for epicotyl grafting and several newly discovered 
C. dentata trees were added to dentataBase, 
including at least two large surviving American 
chestnuts.

•  Pollen was collected and stored from 40 trees  
in June 2023.

•  Blight evaluations, orchard inoculations, and 
culling were performed at Roy Richards, Flint,  
and Milner backcross orchards.

•  Trees were added for PRR screening at the Flint 
site in October 2022 and for blight screening 
at Richards seed orchard in February 2023. 
Test/demonstration plantings were made at 
30 locations, most notably Hurricane Creek in 
collaboration with the University of North Georgia.

•  Financial support was obtained from Berry 
College (Laura Maddox-Smith Summer Research 
Institute for the Environmental Sciences; 
$5,000 to Martin Cipollini and students), 
Lumpkin Coalition ($6,000), Tom and Eleanor 
Ratchford ($5,000), Rome Rotary ($2,000), 
the Cipollini/Patrick Fund ($1,800), and Brad 
Stanback ($10,000 to Scott Merkle at UGA). 

SOUTHERN: AL, CAROLINAS, GA, TN



OUR DONORS

The American Chestnut Foundation deeply appreciates the hard work of its chapter The American Chestnut Foundation deeply appreciates the hard work of its chapter 
volunteers and committed supporters. Our mission is long-range, and your charitable volunteers and committed supporters. Our mission is long-range, and your charitable 
contributions allow this conservation success story to continue. We are truly grateful contributions allow this conservation success story to continue. We are truly grateful 
for your help in restoring this iconic species.for your help in restoring this iconic species.

Virgina Eddleman 
Charitable  

Remainder Trust

Helen Garrison Bradford Stanback and 
Shelli Lodge-Stanback 
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OUR CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORY CONTINUES WITH YOUR SUPPORT
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Lawrence and  

Genevieve Dimmitt
Paul C. Dioli
Lisa Douglas
Gary Dower
Duke Energy
Jennifer Johnson and 

Joe Duke
Wesley Dungan
Chris Durham
Russell Jeffers and 

Claudia Dwass
Norman Egbert
J. Henry and Mollie Fair
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Flyingfish Properties
The Garden Club of 
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Eddie Godfrey
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Drs. Jon C. Kucera and 

Susan P. Graham
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Thomas and Sally 
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Henry and Samantha 
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Anne L. Hatton
Richard High
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

Hohlstein
Dianne and Dennis 
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Foundation Inc.
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Dr. Edward and Jane 
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Anonymous
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Lee Buck
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Michael and Ruth Pryor
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Dr. Bennett and Anne 

Cowan
Bernie and Linda Coyle
Perry Cregan
Dr. Mandy Cromwell
Nathan Cude
Robert Cunningham
Laura Curley
John P. Dawson
Robert and Adeline 

DeButts
Tim Depp
Robert W. Dietz
Linden Doescher
Alexander Dumaine
Courtney Ek
Hilary Ely
Donald English
Joseph Farley
Andrew Farren
Ed and Katie Farrey
Albert C. and Judy Faust
Stephen Ferg
Jeff Finken

Sara Fern Fitzsimmons
David and Maureen 

Flanagan
David Florian
Brian Foster
Friends of Great Smoky 

Mountains National 
Park

Manley Fuller
Lauren Ganley
R. Douglas and  

Marsha Gillis
Brent Gohdes
Joel Goldberg
Wendy Good
D. John Grace, Jr.
Bucky Green
Freda Griffith
Ellen Braun and Kim 

Guenther 
Scott Haines
Stuart F. Hall
William M. Hall
David Hansard
Thomas Harbin
Jane L. Harris
Peter Hartmann
Wayne Helming
Alvin Hemmingsen
Jenni and Scott 

Herchenbach
Matthew Herrington
Lane Herrlinger

Dorothy Alexander  
High School

Guy Hoagland
Dr. Donald Hulnick
Robert Hume
Karen Herold and  

Mark Isaacson
Rachel Jones
Todd Jones
Robin Kaiser
Peter Ream Kemmerer 
Jim Kerrigan
Michael Khouli
Hans Klinger
David Kraus
Mike Larrivee
Richard and Christy 

Lavers
William Law, Jr.
Elizabeth and Warren P. 

Laws II
Kenneth Lay
Benjamin LeComte
Sandy Lerner
Kyle Lewis
Herbert Ley
Charles K. Likel
Karen Lindig
Rory Little
John Lofaro
Joseph Lutsky
Dr. Michael E. Maffett
Michael Maria
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Lawrence A. Martone
Charles Mathes
Randall Mayes
Wayne McCoy, Jr
Jennifer McElveen
Edsel D. McGrady
Lewis McKee
Laura McNichol
Matthew McWilliams
John W. Mead
Allen G. Meek
Jeff Mentzer
John R. Mertens, Jr.
Annette Messinger
Valarie Milazzo
Raymond L. Miller and 

Judith E. Day
William R. Moore
Dr. Robert More
Jeffrey Morelli
Laura and Thomas F. 

Morrow
Andrew Morton
Mount Riga Incorporated
Peter Nielson
John and Melinda Noel
Jennifer and Bob 

O’Donnell
Brian G. O’Neill
Kevin Oscarlece
Dr. Jack and Maggie 

Ostroff
Matthew Papas

Oliver and Barbara 
Parker

Joseph and Sarah 
Parrish

James Patterson
Vincent and Cynthia 

Payne
Richard Pecha
Aaron Pendergrass
Karen and Steve 

Persinger
Peters Township 

Environmental  
Quality Board

Hilarie Gade and  
John Peters

Stephen Pippel
Charles R. and Betsy 

Porter
John F. Price
Donald F. Privett
Elias Putzig
Andrew C. and Sally Ellis 

Quale
Russell Ranson
Stephen H. and Elizabeth 

Reynolds
Gretchen Riccardi
Alexis Rieffel
Michael Risher
David Rose
Paul D. Ross, Jr.
Walter J. Rybka
Balfour Sartor
John Scalia

Patrick and Mary 
Scanlan

Schaefer Logging, Inc.
James Scotton
John Scrivani
Chris Seltzer
Kim and Jane Sikoryak
Chad Simons
Dr. Edith L. Shapira
Robert and Connie 

Shertz
Guy Smith
Matthew Snyder
Ronald L. Stancliff
Rogers F. Starr
Malcolm Stennett
Margo and Donald W. 

Stever, Jr.
Steven C. Stone 
Cheryl Stowe
Donald W. Strickler
Carol Stuart
Amy Stump
Cynthia Tauxe
Kevin Teed
Ryan Thibodeaux
Carolyn Howes Keiffer 

and Philip Tinne
Cynthia and  

Terrence Tobias
Anthony Trentini
Shaina Turner
Vicki Turner
Charles Ude

James and Jocelyn 
VanBokkelen 

Edward Vanderhoeven
Van Steyn Charitable 

Fund
Robert Volpe
Isabel and Tom Wacker
Dr. P.K. Wallace
Luke Waller
Watson Family 

Charitable Trust 
Ken Watson
Matthew Weaver
Edward Weiler
Clinton T. Welding
Christopher Wells
Western Carolina 

University
Aaron Wheeler
Kirk C. Whitaker
Matthew C. Wiatt
Edward W. Wilburn
J. Tracy and Barbara 

Wilkerson
Marcia Willsie
William Guthrie and 

Elizabeth Wilson
Thomas Winner
Nigel C. Wolters
Grace Ziesing
Peter R. and Joanne K. 

Ziesing Family Fund

$300 - $499 DONORS

Arnold Abel
Becky Absher
Nancy L. Adams
Johnny Adams
Blaine F. Aikin
Matthew Akers
Steve Albright
Robert Alley, Jr.
Alfred Alton
Brian Ames
Gregory Anderson
Christine Andreae

Michele Andresen
Dr. Dale C. Angerman 
John Araujo
Alene Arnold
Daniel Arnold
Thomas Austin
Dr Grace Auten
Mary Ayres
Tom Babcock
John Bain
John Baker
Ronald S. Balk

Court Ballinger
CJ Barlow
Barrett Hill Farm 
James W. Barrick
Devin Bass
Susan Basu
Matthew Beasey
Samantha Beaupre
Helen Beichel
Tom Beisel
James Benson
Brad Benton

Scott Bergmann
Blaine Bettinger
John Bierwirth
Walter Bird
Jeffery Bistrong
John Blackburn
John W. Blotzer
May Boggess
Cynthia Bognar
Charles Bohl
Nicholas Borice
Ron and Susan Bowman
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Tom Bowman
Michael Boyd
Kevin Boylan
Grace Boxwell
Jenny Lynn Bradley
Michael Bramel
Ed Bratkowski
Kevin Breen
Gary Brennan
Daniel J. Breunig
Jonathan Bricker
Nick Bright
Andrew Brill
Garrett Britt
Brian Brochu
Barry Brolley
Phyllis Brooks
Brandon Brown
Rebecca Brown
Stuart Brown
Robert Van Brunt
Denny Nichols 

Buchannon
Charles E. Buchter
James Bundy
Ross and David Burger
David Burke
Eric Burnham
Andrew Buzzelli
Jennifer Caci
John Callahan
Benjamin Campbell
Carl Campbell
Roy Campbell
Daniel Capor
Ryan Carney
David Caron
Bryan Carroll
Jon Carson
Matthew D. Carson
Elizabeth Cart
Alan Carter
John L. Casertano
Angel Cassista
James Caster
Sarah Cernak
Dave Chappelle
Yaroslaw Chelak
Neil Cherry
Stan Chestnutt

James and Susan 
Chlebowski

Monica Christie
Michael Christman
Randall Churchill
Al Ciccarone
Roger Cicconi
Michael J. Clark
Kate Coast
John Terrence Cody
Larry G. Cole
Dennis Coleman
Hugh P. Coleman
Joseph P. Collins
Rebecca Collins
William Collins
Dennis and Catherine 

Collis
Zachary Conley
Michael Conn
Michael Conoroy
Robert Busby and 

Maureen H. Conte
Alan Contreras
Michael Corb
Karen Corcoran
John Cordts
Frederick Cowett
John G. Crabtree
Stanley Crane
Leslie Crye
Keith Cunningham
Richard Dagenais
Helen Darmara
Mitch Davidson
Cameron Davis
Martha Davis
Mike Davis
Steven Davis
Thomas and Nancy 

Davis
Stephen Day
John DeLapa
William DelGrande
Anthony DeNicola
Jennifer DePalma
Dr Robert E. Detjen
Andrew and Nancy 

Dewing
Norman Dick
James Dickson

Robert L. Diehl
Rick B. Dietz
William Ditzler
Bruce Dodt
Susan and Tim Dreier
Deborah Duniec
Sara and Jay Eberly
Justin Eddy
Elizabeth Edward
Mark Edwards
Scott Einsmann
Scott Emerson
Equinox Environmental 
J Parker Erkmann
Anthony Errico
Avery Erwin-McGuire
Paul Estabrooks
Randall Estep
Dr. Alan Eynon
Stephen Fast
Mervin Feathers
Gene Feher
Elise Fiala
Ann Figueredo
Laura and Joel Fine
Michael Fink
Thomas O’Brien and  

Dan Fink
Michael Fiori
Laura Fisher
Valerie Fisk
Bruce Flitcroft
Patrick M. Flaherty
Lorin Fleming
Leslie and Bradford Y. 

Fletcher
Fluvana County Parks 

and Recreation
Folly Tree Arboretum
Elizabeth Fontana
Nathaniel Forbes
Teresa Ford
Rachel Foster
Frank Fowler
Susan Fox
Woody and Debbie Fox
Thomas C. Frank
Frederick Lumber 

Company
John Frater
Daniel Todd Fuhrman

Damon Gage
Assunta Gaglione-Austin
Ronald Gallahan
Joseph Gallo
Lucas George
John Gerstmayr
Eric Girardi
Amanda Gist
Steven Godding
Bruce J. Levine and 

Laura Goertzel
Dorian S. Goldman
Scot Goodling
Joan Goss
Lorraine M. Goyette
Dr Joshua J. Granger
Larry Graubner
Amy Green
Charity Green
Greenwich Land Trust
Bryant Griffin
Cristy Gross
Gregory Gross
Rick Grossman
Hobart G. Guion
Robert Guroff
John Haestad
F. S. Hale
Adam Hall
Bernard Hall
William Hamersky
Oliver Hamill
Allison Hamm
Carrie Hammond
John Hanson
Brian Hare
Wayne H. Harlow
Ernest Harris
Byron M. Harrington
Sterling Hart
Cynthia Harter
Andrew Hartzell
Martin Hayes
Rob Heald
Phil Hearne
Robert Heath
Tom and Jenna Hedrick
Katheryn Helean
Sterling Helms
Judith and Jeffrey Herm
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David Herrick
Corinne Higgs
David Hillman
Gregory Hintz
Earl Hockin
Richard L. and  

Judy Hoffman
Kevin Hooker
Mattan Horowitz
Ed Hosken
Kevin Hower
Jerry Huckaby
Timothy Hughes
Barbara Huibregtse
Hull Forest Products
James Hunter
Michael Hunter
Philip B. Hurley
Timothy A. Ingraham
Robert Jackson
Sarah Jackson
Gary and Linda Jacob
Michael and Patricia 

Jamison
Diron Jebejian
Michael and Laurie 

Johns
Keith Johnson
Kristen Johnson
Micah Johnson
Troy Johnson
Robert H. Jones
Robert Jones
Cameron Juric
Brenda Justice
Ronnie Justice 
Cindy Kahan
Forrest Keefer
David Keehn
Amanda Keeling
Kurt Keller
John M. Kelly
Sean Kelly
Daniel Kent
Jeff Kiesner
Larry Kimble
Kenneth Kingsbury
Kingsford Manufacturing 

Company
William Kirksey
Priscilla Kistler
Robert Kleinberg

Bryce Kline
Jon Kline
Brian Kolar
Amy Korman
Robert Kuehlthau
Stephen Kuehne
Glenn Kotnik
Blair Laddusaw
Riley Lafrate
Lynn LaMontagne
Larry Lamphier
Mary Lulu Lamping
David Lanier
Jon Larimer
Steven Larmon
Ric Lassiter
Roger Latham
Richard Latty
Kai Lee
Paul Legato
Joshua Lehrer
Stephanie Leitch
Kristopher Leland
Nathaniel S. Levy
Brandon Lewis
Kelly Liming
Richard Lind
Philip Lindeman
Brian Linville
Lawrence and  

Phyllis Loeb
Gary Loew
Barret Lohr
Jeffry Lohr
Richard D. Long
Jonathan Lothrop
Leslie and  

Catherine Love
Kenneth Lowenhaupt
Gary Ludi
Jeffery Lutgen
Christopher MacDonald
Ken MacLeod
Heather Maffei
Leonard and Pat Maguire
Ryan Marc Majors
Frank Mangravite
Marta Manildi
Alex Mann
Kevin Mansheim
Michael Mariano

David Marinelli
Carl Marley
Stephen Maro
Jeffrey Marr
Mark Marsula
Gerald Martin
John-Paul Martin
Dan Mastella
Roxanne Matthews
John Mayo-Smith
Brian McCandless
Steven McCarroll
Scott McCarthy
Dwaine and Frances 

McCollum
Nan McCorkle
Bruce McCormack
Amanda McGuire
Hillary McLaren
Matthew Meares
Karl Mech
Doug Melander
Jonathan Melick
Jesse Menning
Brian Merrill
Elizabeth and Mark Merz
Jenna Meyer
Russell Middleton
James Milbauer
Andrew Miller
Mark Miller
Rebecca Miller
Rick Miller
Ben Millspaw
Randy Minchew
Douglas and Janet 

Emerson Moffat
Elizabeth Moffett
Susan Moon
Fisher Corlies Morgan
David Morris
David W. Morris
Eric Morrison
David Morse
Eldridge M. Mount, III
Reginald and  

Mary M. Mudd
John Mueller
Mark Murphy
Tamara Murray
John Nabholz

Samra Nadarevic
Timothy Nadler
Kristin Nam
Sam Nana-Sinkam
Randy Nees
Alexis Nelson
Emily Nelson
Mark Neumann
John and Melinda Noel
Brandon Nothstine
Leslie Nuckolls
Daniel S. Nydick
Robert P. O’Keeffe
Joseph Steve and  

Terri Oliver
Bruce O’Neal
James O’Neil
Larry Ortega
Joshua Osborne
Sherri Ozcomert
Marco Padovani
Marissa Palmer
Nicholas Pappas
Michelle Park
Roy H. Park, Jr.
Robert Parkhill
Shital Patel
Allen and Carroll Paugh
Anne E. Payne
Katherine Pearson
Stephen Donald Peck
Robert Peek
Kathryn Pegram
Timothy Peppe
Mark Perin
Nancy Pfister
Brian A Pistolese
Bradley Pitts
William Plummer
Austin Polchik
Richard H. Polchow
Greg Polk
James Poole
Ivan Porter
Ronald Porter
Dennis Bradley Price
Kim Price
Troyer Products
Brandon Pruss
Cameron Prybol
Carolyn Puckett
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Blaine Puller
John Quackenbush
Spencer Quesenberry
Herbert D. Quinn, Jr
Richard Quinn
Douglas J. Rademacher
Stephen Rademaker
Jill Raudabaugh
Mark Read
Tyler Ream
Brian K. and Tracy N. 

Rearick
Dale Reckley
Jake Reder
Michael Redington
David Reid
William H. Reist
Tim Resch
Brandon Reuter
William J. Richtsmeier
Hannah Riddle
Adam Riebeling
David Riley
Alan M. Robertson
Ryan Robinson
Bruce Rockwell
Nicholas Rockwell
Laura Rogers
John Rolfe
Russell Rollins
Michael Ronayne
Harold Rose
Seth Rosenberg
Jeffrey Ross
John Ross
Todd Ryan Ross
John Rutledge
John and Karen Sanders
Marianne Sandy
Taylor Sanford
John Saponara
Colleen Satalin
Samantha Sayre
Sam Schlesinger
Roy Schminky
Gary Schroeder
Robert J. Schul
Mark and Rosely 

Schwarz
Andrew C. Scott 

R. Scott Ruth
James Sedlar
Laura Selfors
Jacob Seliger
Douglas W. Sellers
M Thurman Senn
Allyn Seymour
Robert Seymour
Stephen Shafer
Richard Shaffner
Robert Shaw
Robin Shaw
Matthew Sheehan
Peter Shefler
Dennis and Patricia 

Sheidler
John Shepherd
Katherine Shepherd
James Sheppard
Matthew Shergy
David Sherman
Sally and Bruce Shute
Todd Sims
Thom Siragusa
Alexander Skirpan
Joseph Slade
Jim and Tamara 

Slaughter
Randall E. Slimak
Chad Smith
Ford Smith
Greg Smith
Martin Smith
Dr Randall Smith
Roy Smith
Scott Smith
Thomas J. Smith
Jennifer Snider
Mike Soike
Mark Sorsaia
Tom Soszynski
Wayne Souter
Frank Southecorvo
Wendy Southworth
Jessica Sowa
James Sparrow
Jeffrey N. Specht
Michael Spinelli
Ann B. Spires
Daniel Stadler

Ken Steben
A. Bruce Stewart
Scott Stewart
Mark and Vicky Stoakes
Alan Stone
Joel Storrow
Alexander Stout
Arthur Streeter
Marion Striegel
William S. Strong
Carolyn Summers
Thomas Summers
K O Summerville
RB Summitt, II
Anne Supina
Markham Swafford
Jason Swalm
Stephen Sweetnich
Joe Szemethy
Kendall Tabor
William Sledge Taylor, III
Doug Robinson and 

Melita Team
Mary Thayer
William Thayer
David Thompson
John Till
Todd Timbrook
J Eric Tkaczyk
Frances Toler
Masako Tominaga
Steven Tonsfeldt
Larry Totten
Mark Tranovich
Elise H. Transue
David A. Travalini
Dale L. Travis
Elizabeth A. Triano
Paul Trupo
Robert Tucker
Wilhelmina Ulbrich
Benjamin Unger
Kelsey Valentino
Carmen Van Nieuwkerk
David Vanaman
Douglas Vaught
Peter Veitch
John Voiklis
Edwin Voll
Judge Gary R. Wade

Andrew Wakefield
Donald R. Walker
Roderick S. Walker
Ryan Walker
Marla Wallace
Caleb Waller
Andrew Walsh
Daniel Walsh
Megan Walsh
Bryan M. Walt 
Patrick Ward
Robby Ward
Kimberly Dunham Warfle
Gary and Joan Warner
John Warren
Gregory Watson
Michael Waycaster
Joseph H. Webster
Mary Weiler
Jamey Welch
Rebecca Wells
Eric Werkheiser
Michael Westbrook
Victor White
Bill Wilen
Jennifer Wilken
John Wilkinson
Stanton Williams
Anne Wills
Craig and Susu Wilson
George J Wilson
John Wilson
Mark J. Wilson
Preston Wines
Michael Withers
Meg Wittenmyer
Glenn R Womack 
Julia Wong
Kenneth Wood
George Woodzell
Robert L. Woolcock
Edgar Wright
Janet Wright
Stephen Yoder
Joseph N. Yorks
Daniel Young
Jacob Zimmerman
John Zulkoski
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The contributions of charitable foundations empower our organization to achieve The contributions of charitable foundations empower our organization to achieve 
remarkable benchmarks. We are profoundly grateful for their invaluable partnership remarkable benchmarks. We are profoundly grateful for their invaluable partnership 
and support.and support.

FOUNDATION DONORS

Ashland Foundation 
Bailey Nurseries 

Foundation
Balgley Family 

Charitable 
Foundation

Ballyshannon Fund 
The Anne Hendricks 

Bass Foundation 
Berglund Family 

Foundation
The Archie W.  

and Grace Berry 
Foundation

Frederick Bliss 
Foundation, Inc.

Bocock/Hitz Fund at 
the Charlottesville 
Area Community 
Foundation

Buchly Charity Fund 
of Federal Lodge  
No. 1FAAM

Frank Cross 
Foundation

Dolan Gardens 
Foundation

Felburn Foundation
Foundation M
HJD Foundation
Lenfestey Family 

Foundation
Luck Foundation
The Manton 

Foundation
The Ben May 

Charitable Trust 
James G K McClure 

Educational & 
Development Fund 

Janice Michelle 
Foundation

Monomoy Fund Inc 
Orentreich Family 

Foundation
The Pianfetti 

Foundation
Frederick Henry  

and Diana Prince 
Foundation

The Neil and  
Anna Rasmussen 
Foundation

Safari Club 
International New 
England Foundation 

Sandpiper Fund
Willis and Elsie Shenk 

Foundation

The Carl Siemon 
Family Charitable 
Trust 

P.W. Sprague Memorial 
Foundation

Bill and Lisa Sykes 
Family Fund 

Templeton World 
Charity Foundation 

Triad Foundation
WestWind Foundation
Winston Family 

Foundation 
Ronald J. and Paula P. 

Withrow Family 
Foundation

Nancy Spofford Yerkes 
Foundation, Inc.



 
   % OF INCOME
Contributions $3,064,251  80.0%

Membership  521,670  13.6%

Federal Grants  64,235  1.7%

Investment Income  92,844  2.4%

Merchandise Sales  40,460  1.1%

All Other Income  46,015  1.2%

 TOTAL REVENUE  $3,829,475  

PROGRAM SERVICES  % OF EXPENSE 
External Research $296,635  8.7%

National Office Operations  517,718  15.1%

Marketing & Communications  278,587  8.1%

Science & Research  798,939  23.4%

Chapter & Membership  346,179  10.1%

Research Farm Operations  614,029  18.0%

 TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES  $2,852,087  83.4%

SUPPORTING SERVICES 

Management & General  $522,426  15.3%

Fundraising  $43,807  1.3%

 TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES  $566,233  16.6%

 TOTAL EXPENSES  $3,418,320 

The American Chestnut Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. Donations are deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law.  
Tax ID: 41-1483019
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PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUES

EXPENSES
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LOCATIONS

TACF National Office 
50 N. Merrimon Avenue 
Suite 115 
Asheville, NC 28804 
(828) 281-0047

Meadowview Research Farms 
29010 Hawthorne Drive 
Meadowview, VA 24361 
(276) 696-9142

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
Virginia Department of Forestry 
Central Office 
900 Natural Resources Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22903

New England Regional Office 
UVM Aiken Forestry Service Labs / 
USFS NRS 
705 Spear Street 
South Burlington, VT 05403  
(802) 999-8706

North Central Regional Office 
Pennsylvania State University 
108 Business Services 
206 Forest Resources Lab 
University Park, PA 16802 
(814) 863-7192

Southern Regional Office 
50 N. Merrimon Avenue 
Suite 115 
Asheville, NC 28804 
(828) 281-0047

CONTACT

tacf.org 
chestnuts@tacf.org 
facebook.com/americanchestnut
twitter.com/chestnut1904
instagram/tacf1983

BOARD

OFFICERS
CHAIR: 
William J. (Jay) Cude, III, TN
VICE CHAIR AND GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE CHAIR: 
Rebecca (Becky) Carter, GA 
PROMOTION AND OUTREACH 
COMMITTEE CHAIR: 
Betty McDonald Allison, NC
SECRETARY/TREASURER AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR: 
Barbara Tormoehlen, IN
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHAIR: 
Deborah Delmer, Ph.D., NC
PRESIDENT & CEO: 
Will Pitt, Ph.D.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Martin Cipollini, Ph.D., GA
Mandy Adler Cromwell Ph.D., MA
Elizabeth Kramer, Ph.D., DC
Bruce Levine, MD  
Chapters Committee Chair
Dennis Liu, Ph.D., NC
Lewis Lobdell, PA
Ambassador Catherine Novelli, VA 
Government Relations Committee 
Chair
John Scrivani, Ph.D., VA  
Restoration Committee Chair
Jim Searing, PA
Anna Sproul-Latimer, VA

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD
Brian McCarthy, Ph.D., OH 
Immediate Past Chair
Charles G. Meyer, III, VA 
Legal Counsel to the Board
Kim Steiner, Ph.D., PA 
Science Advisor to the Board

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Essie Burnworth (d)
Gary P. Carver, Ph.D.
Hill Craddock, Ph.D.
Herbert F. Darling, Jr.
Michael Doochin 
Hugh Irwin
William G. Lord, D.V.M. (d)
William L. MacDonald, Ph.D.
Rex Mann
Glen Rea
Kim Steiner, Ph.D.
Rufin Van Bossuyt
Richard Will (d)
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Norman Borlaug, Ph.D. (d) 
President Jimmy Carter
Richard A. Jaynes, Ph.D.
Mary Belle Price (d)
Peter H. Raven, Ph.D.
Philip A. Rutter
Edward O. Wilson, Ph.D. (d)

STAFF

ASHEVILLE
Will Pitt, Ph.D. 
President & CEO
Hal Brindley 
Web Administrator
Lesley Heiser 
Grants Manager
Shaomin Li 
Controller
Cara Parker 
Office Administrator
Jen Picicci 
Communications Coordinator
Carrie Plaxco 
Gifts and Records Specialist
Jules Smith 
Director of Communications
Jared Westbrook, Ph.D. 
Director of Science
Barbara Wood 
Membership Coordinator

MEADOWVIEW
Vasiliy Lakoba, Ph.D.  
Director of Research
Dan Mckinnon  
Director of Land Management
Lauren Kerwien 
Lab Manager
Jim Tolton  
Facilities and Grounds Technician
Ciera Wilbur 
Nursery Manager 

REGIONAL STAFF
Sara Fitzsimmons  
Chief Conservation Officer
Kendra Collins 
Director of Regional Programs and 
New England Regional  
Science Coordinator 
Stephen Hoy 
North Central Regional Science 
Coordinator
Hannah Leeper 
Southern Regional Outreach 
Coordinator
Catherine Martini 
Northern Regional Outreach 
Coordinator 
Cassie Stark 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Science 
Coordinator
Jamie Van Clief 
Southern Regional Science 
Coordinator
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50 N. Merrimon Avenue, Suite 115, Asheville, NC 28804 
(828) 281-0047


