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Dear colleagues and friends:

As an ecologist by training, I am often drawn to the ideas of adaptation and resilience, which 
can be used to tell the story of the American chestnut. In thinking about post-glacial retreat, 
I wonder how it was that chestnut was able to adapt and survive so successfully to become 
a dominant tree in eastern forests? Was it better able to fl ourish across the blank canvas of a 
landscape scraped bare by post-glacial retreat? Were the seeds so palatable and nutritious 
to animals that they were carried far and wide across the landscape? Was it able to take 
advantage of microclimatic conditions created through landscape disturbances over time? 
These and other questions speak to the resilience and adaptation of this majestic tree, which 
has a more complex genetic resistance than we previously thought.

In December 2023, TACF made the di�  cult decision to discontinue its support of the Darling 
58 American chestnut due to signifi cant performance limitations. We realize that our research 
e� orts must transition towards solutions that provide better opportunities for meeting these 
complex challenges. Mother nature has truly shown us that ecology is hard.  

A Research Advisory Council (RAC), made up of external researchers, was also assembled. 
This group assisted TACF science leadership by providing new directions in developing blight 
resistance, helping to advance our mission of restoring the American chestnut to its native 
range. The RAC provided an initial set of recommendations in July 2024, which are being 
incorporated into the 2025-2027 Strategic Plan. We look forward to sharing more about this 
in future communications.

The RAC is also contributing to a donor-supported workshop that will explore biotechnology 
and molecular genetic techniques, and will expand the network of scientifi c partnerships. 

I am excited about the new direction that we are taking with science at TACF. We do this 
in partnership with our sta� , board, membership, and volunteers. Sometimes taking a few 
steps backwards allows us to take large leaps forward. We are continuing with our e� orts to 
develop both a more resilient tree as well as a more resilient organization. I look forward to 
writing to you next year about our new directions and successes. 

With best regards,

Liz Kramer, Board of Directors Chair 
The American Chestnut Foundation
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to improve pathogen resistance 
in American chestnut populations

Breeding disease resistance into American 
chestnut is more complex than initially envisioned. 
Many genetic variants, each with small e� ect, 
infl uence blight resistance. We are also introducing 
resistance to Phytophthora root rot (PRR), which 
has limited American chestnut reintroduction in 
the South. Finally, we aim to represent su�  cient 
genetic diversity from the wild population so 
that the species has capacity to adapt to a 
changing world.

Recurrent genomic selection (RGS) is the main 
strategy we are pursuing to accomplish these 
objectives. Genomic selection involves associating 
trees’ DNA profi le with population-wide variation 
in disease resistance. The correlation between 
genotype and disease resistance enables us to 
make accurate predictions of trees’ resistance from 
DNA alone, given the trees for which we are 
predicting resistance are closely related to the 
trees we have evaluated for resistance. Predicting 

SCIENCE MILESTONES
By Jared Westbrook, TACF Director of Science

RECURRENT GENOMIC SELECTION
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Family mean blight resistance of progeny from 
American chestnut backcross hybrids 
( = backcross x F1,  = backcross x backcross)
COMPARED TO:
One large surviving American chestnut family ( ), 
three resistant Chinese chestnut families ( ), 
one intermediately resistant Chinese x American F1
family ( ), and one susceptible American chestnut 
control family ( ). 

Family mean resistance of families in the SSAs
CORRELATED WITH: 

FIGURE 1. SMALL STEM ASSAY (SSA) 
RESULTS FOR BLIGHT RESISTANCE

2024 trials at The University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga and Berry College.
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trees’ disease resistance enables us to select the 
most resistant individuals for planting in seed 
orchards, where they will begin to produce large 
quantities of seed with improved resistance in the 
next 7 to 10 years. “Recurrent” refers to performing 
multiple generations of genomic selection to 
incrementally improve resistance. RGS is currently 
the global standard method to improve complex 
traits, such as yields in crops or milk production in 
cows, which are controlled by many unknown genes.

OUR RGS STRATEGY IN CHESTNUT 
INVOLVES TWO MAIN STEPS:

 Controlled crosses between American/
Chinese hybrid parents that maximize 
average blight and/or PRR resistance 
while also maintaining majority American 
chestnut ancestry (e.g., > 70%). 

 Genotyping to select roughly 10% 
progeny that have disease resistance 
greater than their parents while retaining 
majority American chestnut ancestry. 

We will repeat the cycle of controlled crosses 
and selection of improved progeny until average 
population resistance exceeds that required for 
long-term survival. We started building the 
foundation for RGS over the last six years by 
assessing more than 5,500 trees across 100 orchard 
locations for eight stem traits related to trees’ 
long-term blight resistance. We also partnered with 
Dr. Jason Holliday’s Forest Population Genomics 
Lab at Virginia Tech to genotype approximately 
5,000 trees to assess their American chestnut 
ancestry and predict resistance of trees that have 
not yet been evaluated. Over the last two years, we 
have begun making controlled crosses between 
selected parents. 

This year, we partnered with Dr. Hill Craddock’s 
and Dr. Martin Cipollini’s labs at the University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga and Berry College, 
respectively, to evaluate the average blight 
resistance of 1,015 seedling progeny from 30 
families where the parents varied in average 
estimated blight resistance and C. dentata ancestry. 
As we have observed in the past, there was a 
trade-o� between family mean blight resistance 
ratings and average C. dentata ancestry of the 
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parents (r = -0.83). However, four first C. dentata
backcross families, where the parents had ~ 66% 
C. dentata ancestry on average, had mean 
progeny blight resistance ratings ranging from 
55 to 85 on a 0 = average American chestnut, 
to 100 = average Chinese chestnut scale (Figure 
1, previous page). This means backcross trees 
that inherited a majority of their genome from 
American chestnut have captured substantial 
heritable blight resistance. Further gains in 
resistance may be made through genomic 
selection of the most resistant individuals in 
these families. Another interesting result from 
this study was that we observed significant 

heritable blight resistance in American chestnut. 
We crossed two progeny of so-called large 
surviving American chestnuts (LSA) that survived 
the original chestnut blight epidemic. The mean 
blight resistance rating of this family exceeded 
the susceptible C. dentata control (LSA mean = 
35 v. C. dentata mean = 2), suggesting that blight 
resistance in 100% C. dentata progeny may be 
further improved through selection of the most 
resistant parents and progeny.  

We are pursuing this fourth, non-hybrid breeding 
track to maximize blight resistance in the progeny 
of large surviving American chestnuts (LSAs). To 
represent genetic diversity from C. dentata, we 
also plan to regionalize breeding e�orts into three 
breeding zones (northeast, central, and southern) 
corresponding to three genetically distinct 
American chestnut subpopulations (Figure 2; 
Sandercock et al. 2024). Our main priority for all 
three breeding regions will be to maximize blight 
resistance, but for the central and southern zones, 
we will also pursue breeding tracks 2 and 3 to 
incorporate PRR resistance as this disease is 
expected to limit chestnut reintroduction in these 
regions. For the hybrid breeding track to 
maximize blight resistance (track 1), genetic 
simulations predict that it is possible to increase 
population mean blight resistance to a mean of 82 
via intercrossing selected backcross hybrid and 
LSA parents and genomic selection of the top 10% 
most blight-resistant progeny. For the track that 
balances gains in blight and PRR (track 2), 
predicted mean resistance is expected to be 69 

SCIENCE MILESTONES

FIGURE 2. MAP OF THREE BREEDING ZONES

where breeding activities will be regionalized, which 
includes location of our current orchards ( ) and 
wild type American chestnuts used in breeding ().

OUR PLAN IS TO PURSUE THREE 
BREEDING TRACKS WITH BACKCROSS 
HYBRIDS TO
 maximize blight resistance, 

 balance gains in blight and PRR resistance 
simultaneously, and 

 maximize PRR resistance. 

PLUS, A FOURTH NON-HYBRID 
BREEDING TRACK TO 
– maximize blight resistance among progeny 

of large surviving American chestnuts
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Predicted genetic variation (%) in blight resistance, PRR resistance, and American chestnut ancestry 
among top 10% selected from three hybrid breeding tracks to
 maximize blight resistance,  balance blight and PRR resistance, and  maximize PRR resistance. 
We will also pursue a fourth breeding track to maximize blight resistance in the progeny of large surviving 
American chestnuts. 

Resistance estimates were scaled from 0 = susceptible American chestnut mean to 100 = resistant Chinese 
chestnut mean. Dotted lines indicate our targets for disease resistance to enable long-term survival (> 90) 
and > 70% American chestnut ancestry.

FIGURE 3. NEXT STEPS FOR BREEDING TO IMPROVE BLIGHT AND PRR RESISTANCE
in backcross hybrid and large surviving American chestnut populations.

SELECTION TYPE: Unselected Blight Blight + PRR PRR
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and 40 for blight and PRR resistance, respectively. 
For the PRR resistance breeding track (track 3), we 
estimate that resistance to this disease can be 
improved to a mean of 49 after the first generation 
of selection. For breeding tracks 1–3, the C. dentata 
ancestry of the selected progeny is expected to 
vary between 70% and 85% with a mean of 75%, 
indicating that large gains in resistance may be 
balanced with selection for majority American 
chestnut ancestry. For the LSA breeding track 
(track 4), simulations predict that mean resistance 
of the first-generation selections can be improved 
to 61 (Figure 3). 

Over the next 20 years, we are optimistic that 
through a recurrent genomic selection program, 
we could develop populations where a subset of 
the progeny exceeds our thresholds for long-term 
blight or PRR resistance. To this end, approximately 
10% of trees with the highest putative blight 
resistance (based on genomic selection), will be 
planted in seed orchards at Meadowview, a site in 
North Carolina, and Pennsylvania State University 
over the next three to five years. Ultimately, it 
will be necessary to inoculate the genomically 
selected trees with chestnut blight and compare 
their resistance to American chestnut and 
Chinese chestnut controls to confirm or update 

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024
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Percentages indicate 
the number of 
individuals passed 
to each of the four 
breeding tracks. 
The dashed line 
indicates information 
from the resistance 
phenotyping used 
to determine which 
parents should be 
used in controlled 
crosses for the 
next generation. 

our predictions for gains in blight resistance. 
We plan to plant out the remaining 90% of 
the non-selected trees in progeny tests that 
will be planted across multiple sites so we can 
evaluate these trees’ genetic potential in multiple 
contrasting environments. Phenotypes from 
these progeny tests will also be used to update 
genomic selection models to improve accuracy 
of selection of the next generation of parents 
(Figure 4). TACF’s chapters, with their decades 
of experience growing chestnuts and established 
field sites, are uniquely positioned to establish a 
network of replicated progeny tests. Any tree that 
performs well in progeny tests could ultimately 
be used as a parent in the next generation of 
breeding and selection. Furthermore, we are 
exploring methods of shortening the breeding 
cycle by inducing trees to flower within one 
to two years using supplemental lighting and 
fertilizer treatments with the construction of 

a new greenhouse at Meadowview Research 
Farms. Resistance of progeny could be predicted 
from DNA profiles of trees rather than having to 
inoculate all trees with the chestnut blight fungus. 
This ‘speed breeding’ approach opens exciting 
possibilities for rapid resistance gains, although it 
will still be necessary to ultimately grow selected 
trees in orchards to generate large numbers of 
seed for breeding and restoration (Figure 4).

We know from a millennia of agriculture that 
directed plant breeding works. The RGS method 
is a way to make this work more e�ciently so we 
can get to levels of disease resistance required for 
restoration-worthy trees sooner. As always, we are 
on tree time and have decades of patient work 
before ecologically impactful, self-replicating 
populations are in place across the eastern 
US. I am deeply grateful to TACF’s volunteers and 
donors for their support of our ambitious mission 
and the next chapter of our work.

SCIENCE MILESTONES

FIGURE 4. A DIAGRAM OF A SINGLE RECURRENT GENOMIC SELECTION CYCLE
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LEGEND
 Plantings
  Little’s Range of the 

American chestnut

is played by thousands of volunteers 
across 16 state chapters.

The American Chestnut Foundation’s state 
chapters and thousands of volunteers play an 
important role in the restoration of this iconic 
tree species. Each year, volunteers in the four 
regions of the tree’s native range dedicate 

countless hours to new plantings, orchard 
maintenance, and outreach activities, ensuring 
that future generations will experience the 
splendor of healthy American chestnuts thriving 
in eastern US forests.

A VITAL ROLE IN RESTORATION
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REGIONAL REPORTS
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

A VITAL ROLE IN RESTORATIONA VITAL ROLE IN RESTORATION



NEW ENGLAND REGION: CT, MA/RI, ME, VT/NH

CT CHAPTER
•  The CT Chapter is devoting much of its e�orts 

to Germplasm Conservation Orchards (GCO), 
starting one new orchard this year, therefore 
adding to the five existing orchards, bringing 
their total number of GCOs to 10.

•  The Chapter also conducted backcross orchard 
pollinations using pollen from a tree with 
Phytophthora cinnamoni resistance and adding 
the pollen into some of their existing seed 
orchards. 

•  Continued outreach by the Chapter includes 
giving presentations to many gardening and 
environmental groups. 

•  They have also embarked on a new partnership 
with Case Mountain Cabin, Inc., a volunteer group 
trying to restore an American chestnut log cabin 
built in 1917 in Manchester, CT.

MA/RI CHAPTER
•  The MA/RI Chapter contributed more than 300 

volunteer hours to maintain an existing orchard in 
South Kingston, RI. 

•  The Chapter also held or participated in more 
than 50 activities during the fiscal year, including 
orchard maintenance, screenings of Clear Day 
Thunder, and speaking events.

•  A conservation symposium was hosted by the 
Chapter at Smith College in honor of TACF’s 40th 

Anniversary.

•  In collaboration with Historic New England, of 
which the Eustis Estate Museum is a part, the 
Chapter planted an orchard of American chestnut 
hybrids for the education of visitors to the 
museum which abuts the Blue Hills Reservation.

•  Gould Farm, the first residential therapeutic 
community in the nation, established a test plot 
of hybrid chestnut seedlings with the hope of 
developing a full orchard in subsequent years.

•  The Monterey Native Plants Working Group and 
the Monterey Community Center hosted a 
chestnut roast on Native American Heritage Day.

•  The University of Rhode Island planted a common 
garden orchard in Kingston, Rhode Island. A 
common garden is composed of individual trees 
from di�erent geographic areas that are then 
held and studied under the same environmental 
conditions. The Kingston orchard, one of three 
common gardens, is composed of 33 di�erent 
hybrid crosses. These crosses have origins from 
states including Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Vermont, and Virginia.

ME CHAPTER
•  The Maine Chapter launched a new program 

called Chestnuts Across Maine (CAM), designed 
to enlist land trusts, schools, conservation 
organizations, and their members to plant small 
orchards of chestnuts throughout Maine. 

–  These plantings will help the Chapter preserve 
native chestnut diversity (a new model for 
GCOs) and serve as laboratories to test new 
restoration chestnuts. Most importantly, these 
orchards will enlist new partners, engage the 
Chapter’s wide-spread membership, and serve 
to build communities around growing and 
caring for chestnut trees. 

•  The Chapter completed nine pilot projects in 
FY2023-24 with a goal of having 60 CAM 
plantings by 2030 and chestnut trees within a 
10-minute walk of all Maine schools. 
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REGIONAL REPORTS



VT/NH CHAPTER
•  The VT/NH Chapter hosted an information booth 

at the New Hampshire Farm, Forest, and Garden 
EXPO. American chestnut seedlings were 
distributed. The Chapter found this to be a good 
method of generating interest in its activities and 
plans to greatly expand on this approach in 2025. 

•  They continued e�orts to have American chestnut 
trees planted at all Vermont schools and their 
annual free nut giveaway is also ongoing; forty-
seven packages of nine American chestnuts with 
planting pots were sent to Chapter members who 
requested them. 

•  The Chapter pollinated several American 
chestnuts with pollen collected from trees within 
Vermont and New Hampshire, and harvested 
more than 10,500 fertile nuts from trees used in 
the pollination e�ort.

•  They tracked about twenty wild-type American 
chestnut trees that flowered in the past or the 
fiscal year. One new tree was discovered in 2024. 

•  The Chapter established a working relationship 
with the New London, NH Conservation 
Commission by planting a GCO and by expanding 
previously established plantings in New London. 
They also expanded the Windsor Grasslands 
GCO in Windsor, Vermont by 30 trees, yielding 
an orchard of 90 trees of nine selected sources. 

•  Chapter volunteers assisted in monitoring and 
maintenance of breeding orchards in Vermont, 
including Pikes Peak orchard in Perkinsville, Lake 
St. Catherine orchard in Poultney, and Green 
Mountain National Forest Orchard in Goshen. 

•  Leaders amended their Chapter bylaws to 
decrease the quorum requirement at annual 
meetings to 25 members or five percent of 
Chapter membership, whichever is less. 
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July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

NORTH CENTRAL REGION: 
IN, NY, OH, PA/NJ

PA/NJ CHAPTER
•  The PA/NJ Chapter participated in more than 

25 events, including farm shows, native plant 
festivals, and earth day celebrations.

MID-ATLANTIC REGION: 
KY, MD, VA, WV

KY CHAPTER
•  The KY Chapter utilizes Facebook (866 Followers), 

sends emails to 141 members, and connects with 
every “chestnutter” who contacts the Chapter.

•  The Chapter continuously searches for future 
board members who are leaders that will bring 
their skills and resources through people or land 
to the organization.

•  The Chapter has built an inventory of wild 
American trees via TreeSnap, with 1,628 “snaps” 
across the state, representing around 4,000 wild 
Americans observed.

•  The TreeSnap Chestnut Map shows us good 
chestnut habitats, and that wild inventory 
provides any variety of scions that we decide to 
collect. The inventory also tells us where larger 
trees are growing that could be producing flowers 
for pollination.

•  The Chapter follows the science as it develops.



REGIONAL REPORTS
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MD CHAPTER

•  The MD Chapter held more than 20 events at 
locations across the state, including culling trees 
at the Central Maryland Research and Education 
Center Orchard, harvesting nuts at Monocacy 
Orchard, and planting trees at Beltsville. 

•  The e�orts of the Chapter support Phytophthora 
root rot research, the Recurrent Genomic 
Selection program (formerly known as best x 
best), and small stem assay research. 

VA CHAPTER
•  The Chapter held more than 75 events at locations 

across the state during the fiscal year.

•  Clear Day Thunder was screened several times, 
and maintenance, phenotyping and tours were 
o�ered at Lesesne State Forest; harvesting, 
shucking, and planting took place at several 
locations across the state. 

WV CHAPTER
•  The WV Chapter installed its first 100-tree 

Germplasm Conservation Orchard (GCO) in 2024. 
This orchard was established in conjunction with 
the US Army Corps of Engineers at the Burnsville 
Dam in central WV. 

•  The Chapter has nearly 40 sites where American 
chestnut orchards have been planted, but many 
of the sites have fewer than twenty trees. 

–  Twenty-one sites have more than 30 American 
chestnuts. Other sites where 80 American 
chestnuts were planted include three WV state 
forests: Calvin Price, Greenbrier, and Seneca. 
Those orchards were established by the WV 
Division of Forestry.

SOUTHERN REGION: AL, NC/SC, GA, TN

NC/SC CHAPTER
•  The NC/SC Chapter held more than 40 activities 

across the Carolinas, including educational 
hikes in partnership with Southern Appalachian 
Highlands Conservancy, leaf collection at Warren 
Wilson College, tabling at a Cradle of Forestry 
event, as well as planting, pollinating, and 
harvesting. 

GA CHAPTER
•  The GA Chapter collected 1,154 seeds from 37 

genetic lines made for germplasm conservation 
in September and October 2024.

•  Several C. dentata and backcross lines from 
Georgia and other states were successfully 

transformed using OxO at UGA. Over 80 PCR-
positive OxO transgenic events in nine Founder 
Line backgrounds, representing all regions of 
the range, have been generated so far at the 
University of Georgia.

•  Several newly discovered C. dentata trees were 
added to dentataBase, including at least two 
large surviving American chestnuts. 

•  Trees were added for Phytophthora root rot 
screening at the Flint and Hurricane Creek sites in 
late 2023/early 2024. 

•  Members represented the Chapter at several 
outreach events as well as scientific conferences 
such as The Association of Southeastern 
Biologists and NE-1833 meetings in Chattanooga. 
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•  The Seeds for Members program in January and 
February of 2024 resulted in about 35 new or 
renewed members and 350 American chestnut 
seeds dispersed, as well as $1,500 in donations. 

•  Chapter board member Scott Laseter spent 
approximately 25 hours on the bylaws project 
including reviewing existing bylaws for the 
Chapter and national TACF.

TN CHAPTER 
•  A pollination workshop was held June 8, 2024.

•  In 2023 and 2024, the Chapter focused on 
recurrent genomic selection (RGS), formerly 
known as best x best, crosses to introduce 
resistance to Phytophthora root rot into their 
breeding population. They selected pollen from 
Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, 
which showed evidence of Phytophthora
resistance. Additionally, the Chapter used some 
of their own F1 hybrids with proven resistance. 
This strategy aims to strengthen the overall 
resistance in their breeding program. The 
workshop was held at the Tennessee Tech 
University Orchard.

•  A small stem assay (SSA) inoculation workshop 
was held July 17, 2023.

•  The Chapter is conducting another SSA this 
year, following the completion of one in the 
last fiscal year. As part of the RGS program, the 
Chapter is using molecular markers to assist in 
selections during the progeny tests. This year’s 
project includes 900 inoculated trees from 38 
randomized families.

•  A shucking party was held on October 21, 2023.

•  Chapter members hosted volunteers for a fall 
workshop and chestnut shucking party at the 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC) 
Fortwood Street Greenhouse and Nursery. This 
crew, which included UTC faculty, students, and 
alumni, processed more than 14,000 chestnut 
seeds in one very long workday.

•  The Chapter, in collaboration with volunteers 
from the NC/SC Chapter and several members of 
TACF sta�, planted approximately 1,000 chestnut 
seeds at the Linville State Nursery in Newland, 
NC. The seeds sown during this planting are from 
RGS trees that were pollinated over the past year 
and represent some of the most advanced plant 
material the Chapter has.

NEW ENGLAND 
REGION: 
Number of Chestnuts 
Planted: 1,313

Number of 
Volunteers: 643

Number of Attendees/
Beneficiaries: 18,287

NORTH CENTRAL 
REGION: 
Number of Chestnuts 
Planted: 4,830

Number of 
Volunteers: 70

Number of Attendees/
Beneficiaries: 19,940

MID-ATLANTIC 
REGION: 
Number of Chestnuts 
Planted: 4,200

Number of 
Volunteers: 1,025

Number of Attendees/
Beneficiaries: 7,736

SOUTHERN REGION: 
Number of Chestnuts 
Planted: 4,509

Number of 
Volunteers: 746

Number of Attendees/
Beneficiaries: 4,393



SUCCESS DEPENDS ON OUR SUPPORTERS
who allow this long-range restoration 

mission to continue and thrive.
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OUR DONORS
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

$100,000+
Anonymous

Charles and Monica McQuaid

Bradford Stanback and 
Shelli Lodge-Stanback

$25,000 - $99,999 
Anonymous

Robert H. Dunlap

Alan B. Palmer

USDA Forest Service, Southern Region
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$10,000 – $24,999
Betty and John Allison
Sheldon Campbell
Barry Kriegel
Catherine A. Novelli 

and David J. Apol
P. Scott Pryor
Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Stanback, Jr. 
Greggor Zoltners

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Court Ballinger
Catherine and 

Oren Cheyette
Lawrence and 

Genevieve Dimmitt
Charles Hardy
Richard A. Hayne 
Dr. John D. Hempel 
Karen Howat
Matthew Latimer
Charles G. Mackall, Jr.
Jack McKee
Manci and George L. 

Ohrstrom II
Eleanor and Tom Ratchford
Paul D. Ross, Jr.
Stephen S. Trundle

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Kenneth J. Adams
John and Juliet Allan
Lynn and Phil Anderson
Christine Barensfeld
Adam Berenzweig
Stephen and Karen Black
Joan Blessing
Crystal Blyler
Matthew Bond
Richard Boucher
Cecil C. Burgin
Thomas Burk
Rebecca Carter
Dr. Gary and Darlene Carver
Phillip and Cynthia Chase
John M Cholin
Dana Cio�
Jane and G. William Coble II
Philip Cody
Justin Collinet
Scott Conking

James Coors
Eric E. Costello
Bruce Craven
Connie M. and 

William Jay Cude III
Thomas Dahlberg
Rebecca Dameron
Gary D’Amico
Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell 

Davis, Jr.
David Deaville and 

Kathryn Young Deaville
Paige Desiere
Casey Detrio
Paul C. Dioli
Linden Doescher
Wesley Dungan
Norman Egbert
John and Deborah 

Evangelakos
J. Henry and Mollie Fair
Peter Farrow
Albert C. and Judy Faust
Yvonne M. Federowicz
Ed Fleming
Adam Foster
Susan Fry
Mark Goodwin
Sara Gottlieb
Kyla Grafton
Laurence Grossman
Carla Hahn
Thomas and Sally Halbach
James Hanes
William Hanna
Helen Hansel
Anne L. Hatton
James T. Healy
Karen Herold and 

Mark Isaacson
Lane Herrlinger
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

Hohlstein
Steven Holman
Dianne and Dennis Howard
Robert and Margaret Ibison
Victoria H. Jaycox
Russell Je�ers and 

Claudia Dwass
William and Jean Je�ries
Elizabeth Johnson
Kevin Keating
Ernest Klipstein
Barbara B. Knapp
Anton Knaus

FOUNDATION DONORS

The invaluable partnership and support of 
these charitable foundations empower our 
organization to achieve remarkable benchmarks. 

Anonymous
Ballyshannon Fund of the Charlottesville Area 
Community Foundation
Berglund Family Foundation
Buchly Charity Fund of Federal Lodge #1 Faam
Carl Siemon Family Charitable Trust 
Cygnus Charitable Fund
Dolan Gardens Foundation
ESF College Foundation, Inc.
Felburn Foundation
Frank Cross Foundation
Frederick Bliss Foundation, Inc.
Green Forest Works, Inc.
Grubb Family Charitable Trust
H.O. Peet Foundation
HJD Foundation
Keller Family Fund
Lenfestey Family Foundation
LuLu’s Fund
Nancy Spo�ord Yerkes Foundation, Inc.
Casey Regional Water Authority
Ronald J. and Paula P. Withrow Family Foundation
Timothy Sherwin Roseland LLC
Safari Club International New England Foundation 
Sandpiper Fund 
Smarter Every Day
The Anne H. Bass Foundation
The Archie W. and Grace Berry Foundation
The Ashland Foundation 
The Daniels Family Fund
The Gibbs Foundation
The John McConnell Family Foundation
The Martin-Fabert Foundation
The Neil and Anna Rasmussen Foundation
The Obscure Distillery
The Pianfetti Foundation
The Pierson Family Fund 
The Vertex Foundation, Inc.
Triad Foundation
Urban Forestry Organization 
Western Colorado Community Foundation
WestWind Foundation
Wol� Family Charitable Trust



14 The American Chestnut Foundation 2023 – 2024 Annual Report

Drs. Jon C. Kucera and 
Susan P. Graham

Robert Kuehlthau
Geo�rey Lauprete
Lewis Lauve
Anton Leimbach
Donald K. Lorenzo
James Lugert
Dr. William and 

Nora MacDonald
Drs. Edward and 

Mary Maha�ey
Tom Mallan
Donald Martin
Peter B. McChesney
Edsel D. McGrady
Scot McGuire
David McMillin
Steven Meckstroth
James Merkley
Brian Merrill
Kincaid and Allison Mills
Je�rey Morelli
David Morris
Jack D. Morris
Garth Morrisette and 

Trina McNeely
Laura and Thomas F. 

Morrow
Michael Davis
Kevin S. Oden
Jan F. Ornato
Hugh O’Shields
Hugh P. O’Shields, Jr.
William and Sandy Perkins
Joseph Michael Petersen
Nicholas Pietrzak
Bradley Pitts
Richard Pollack
Trevor Pollock
John F. Price
Dorothy Prouty
Thomas M. Pugel
Dr. V. Watson Pugh 
John Rains
William Ratli�
David Reid
Emil Daniel Revala
Gil Robinson
John Runnberg
Emily Rutherford
Stan and Donna Sands
John Saunders, Jr.
Travis S. Schill
Eric Schill
Howard J. Schlegel

Ronald Schofield
Thomas Scott
James Scotton
Dr. John Scrivani
Eileen E. Scutt
James E. Searing and 

Gayle Goodman 
Charlie H. Sellars
Justin Silverman
Rebecca Simmons
Nicholas A. Skinner
Jay G. Smale
Miranda Smith
Robin Smith and 

Eric McCallum
Seth and Laura Sprague
Little Acorn Fund of The 

Community Foundation 
of Western NC

Justin Storms
Byron and Nancy Stutzman
Mr. and Mrs. B.J. Summers
G.K. and Shirley Sutton
Brian F. Sweeney
Hunter Sweet
Bill and Lisa Sykes Family 

Fund at the Rochester 
Area Community 
Foundation

Charley and Susan Tarver
Richard and Dianne Taylor
Barry K. Thacker 
Garry Cramer
Barb and Mike Tormoehlen
Ubaldo Torres
James Turnage
Vicki Turner
Jens von der Heide
Rob and Liz Waggener
Bruce E. Wakeland 
Marc Walton
Leah Ware
Tom and Anne Wild
C. John Wiley
Norman R. Williams
Melody and David Wilson
John and Mary Sweig 

Wilson
Diana Wister
Nigel C. Wolters
Roy Young

$500 – $999
Anonymous (2)
Johnny Adams
Joel and Marla Adams
Charles and Deanna Akre
Anahata Rising, LLC
Joshua Arnow and 

Elyse Arnow Brill
Kenneth Arthur
Alden Atkins
Mary Ayres
Clark Beebe
Ashton Trey Belew
Pamela Bellette
Russell Benz
Corey Bettenhausen
James and Jean Bey
James Birchall
John W. Blotzer
Tabitha Bradley
Ellen Braun and 

Kim Guenther 
Gary Brennan
Sue Brooks Littlefield
Charles Burke
Gaines Campbell
Steven L. Cantor
Scott and Lynda Carlberg 
Mark Carlson
Clement Carter
Jennifer Chartier
Dr. Garvin Kent Chastain
Lester Cichanski
John Terrence Cody
Celia Coe
Cohasset Garden Club
Dennis Coleman
Morris Cooperman
Rev. John Corgan and 

Family
Donald R. Cornwell and 

Linda K. Thomsen
Dr. Rick Cotton
Dr. Bennett and 

Anne Cowan
Dr. Mandy Cromwell
Doug Dahl
Lambert Daniel
John P. Dawson
Robert and Adeline DeButts
Norman Dick
Chris Durham
Mary Lou Egan and 

Marc Bendick, Jr.
Harold E. and 

Peggy J. Elkins

Kyle and Beverly Ellison
Hilary Ely
James Farese
Joseph Farley
David Felsenthal
Je� Finken
Robert Fischer
Evan and Susan Fox
John Frattellone
Frederick H. and Diana C. 

Prince Foundation 
Hilarie Gade and 

John Peters
Joseph Gallo
Paul Garlasco
Eric Girardi
Steven Godding
Brent Gohdes
D. John Grace, Jr.
Bucky Green
Joseph Gresco
Paul Grutter
Dr. William M. Hall
Stuart F. Hall
Christa Hannasch
Ron Hansen, Jr.
Thomas Harbin
Chris Harmston
Peter S. Hartmann
Janet and Greg Helma
Wayne Helming
John Hine
Guy Hoagland
Bill Hottel
James Hover IV
Dr. Donald Hulnick
J.A. Gulick Window Co.
Dr. B.J. Jackson, Jr.
Andy Jarrell
Robert Jones
Matthew Jones
T. Stephen Jones and 

Adele Franks
David Keehn
Carolyn Howes Kei�er and 

Philip Tinne
Emily and Kevin Kelly
Peter Ream Kemmerer 
Anita Klein
Hans Klinger
Kristy Klinger
Cubby Knapp
Bill Knight
Dwight Koeberl
Hilary Kricun
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Richard Latty
Elizabeth and Warren P. 

Laws II
Kenneth Lay
Sandy Lerner
Bruce J. Levine and 

Laura Goertzel
Nathaniel S. Levy
Charles K. Likel
Karen Lindig
Liquid Spark
Patricia Little and 

Chris Harmston
Gary Loew
Jim Losch
Leslie and Catherine Love
Daniel Luciano
Samuel Lynch
Andrew Lynch
Vincent Maddi
Lawrence A. Martone
Charles Mathes
Kyle Mazellan
Drs. Brian and 

Dawn McCarthy
Wayne McCoy, Jr.
Larry Joe McReynolds 
Matthew McWilliams
Allen G. Meek
Hunter Melville
Je� Mentzer
John R. Mertens, Jr.
Annette Messinger
Mark Michael
Dr. Alex Minard
Mrs. Janet Montgomery
Eva Greger Morse
Andrew Morton
Mount Riga, Inc.
Je�rey Needham
Nicholas Nelson
Jennifer and Bob O’Donnell
Dr. Jack and Maggie Ostro�
Douglas H. Oswald
Aylin Ozgener
Evan Page
Joseph and Sarah Parrish
Vincent and Cynthia Payne
Timothy Peppe
Richard Petras
Gregory Weaver and 

Paula Phelps-Weaver
Bruce Phipps
Donald F. Privett

Allen and Susan Proper
Ralph Protsik
Sharon Pryse
Michael and Debra Ramey
Edward A. Raymond III
Alexis Rie�el
Michael Robey
Deborah Rohan
Robert Mckinstry
Dr. Jeanne 

Romero-Severson
William Ross
Leo Pierre Roy
R. Scott Ruth
Walter J. Rybka
Balfour Sartor
Patrick and Mary Scanlan
M. Thurman Senn
David Shapira
Dr. Edith L. Shapira
Robert and Connie Shertz
Tom and Heidi Sikina
Kim and Jane Sikoryak
Jimmie Lee Sizemore 
John and Ann Skeele
Stephen Snow
Snowy Farms 
Anna Sproul-Latimer
Cole Staats
Ronald L. Stancli�
Patrick Stark
Rogers F. Starr
Abraham Steinberger
Susan Stillinger
Anne Supina
Joe Szemethy
The Andrew and Sally Quale 

Foundation
The Buck Hill Conservation 

Foundation
The Ershow Plugge 

Family Fund
Ryan Thibodeaux
Michael Thomas
Cynthia and Terrence Tobias
Mark Tranovich
Adam Tyson
Charles Ude
James and Jocelyn Van 

Bokkelen 
Van Steyn Charitable Fund
Christopher Vernet
James Votaw
Eric Walden

Water’s Edge Farm
The Watson Family 

Charitable Trust 
Matthew Weaver
Edward Weiler
John Wenderoth and 

Annette Hearing
Linda and Wayne 

Westbrook
Edward W. Wilburn
J. Tracy and 

Barbara Wilkerson
Tyrel Williams
Theodore Wills
William Guthrie and 

Elizabeth Wilson
TR Woods
Edgar Wright
T. Spencer Wright
Robert Zink

$300 – $499
William Abbott
Nancy Adams Fry 

and Mervin Fry
Blaine F. Aikin
Matthew Akers
Steve Albright
Jill Rendleman 

All Seasons Farm
Jerome Alsdorf
Brian Ames
John Anderson
Kelley Antuzzi
Peter Arquin
Michael and Louise Aucott
Thomas Austin
Tom Babcock
Brandi Bailey
Ronald S. Balk
James W. Barrick
Deirdre Barton
Baton Family
Richard Beard
Lucas Beasey
Bee and Barb Properties
Helen Beichel
Jean Bell
Trevor Bellrichard
Craig L. Bennett
Sean Bennett
Todd Berg
Eric Bertagnoli
Jay Billings

Black and Gold Energy, LLC
John Blackburn
Denise and Jim Blakeney
Dr. Bruce and Diane Blank
Darrell Blankenship
Travis Jones
Geo�rey Boak
Erik Bobilin
Bocock/Hitz Fund at 

the Charlottesville Area 
Community Foundation

Jesse Bodnar
May Boggess
William Bovee
Derrek Bowman
Steve Boyce
Kevin Boylan
John G. and Amy Bradfield
Jenny Lynn Bradley
Jonathan Bradshaw
Michael Bramel
Kevin Breen
Alan Bridenbaugh
Frank Brier
Andrew Brill
Garrett Britt
William Britton
Larry and Patricia Brobst
Brian Brochu
Gabrielle Brodek
Kenneth Brown
Parks Brown
Perry Wayne Brown
Brandon Brown
Scott Buchanan
Bert Buchanan
Charles E. Buchter
Ross Burger
D. Michael Burke
David Burke
Eric Burnham
Robert Burnside
Joseph Busch
Adam Bushey
Jodi Bushey
Diane Butkus
Steve Buyske
Erica Byrd
Scott Caldwell
Allyn Callaway
Mark Campanini
Zeb Campbell
Aaron Campbell



16 The American Chestnut Foundation 2023 – 2024 Annual Report

OUR DONORS

Carl Campbell
Roy Campbell
Richard Cantrell
Vincent Cardillo
Melissa Carey
Ryan Carney
David Caron
Stephen Carroll
Matthew D. Carson
Jon Carson
Samuel Carter
Scott Carver
Brian Casey-Campbell
Dave Chappelle
Bruce Charlton
Yaroslaw Chelak
Bart L. Chezar
Michael J. Clark
Tyler Clark
Ricky Cobb
Christopher Cobitz
Todd Coe
Larry G. Cole
James Coleman
Elizabeth Coleman
Joe Collier
Rebecca Collins
Dennis and Catherine Collis
Thomas Conlan
James Connolly
Alan Contreras
Laressa Copeland
John Cordts
Patrick Cornbill
John Cotter
Daren Coudriet
Paul Covey
Bernie and Linda Coyle
John G. Crabtree
Isaac Craig
Michael Cramer
Stanley Crane
Kristin Crane
Todd Creamer
Solomon Crenshaw
Ralph L. Crisp, Jr.
Paula Criss
Thomas Cronin
William Crozier
Leslie Crye
Robert Cunningham
Je� Cuthbertson
Mark Czarnota
Richard Dagenais

John Dailey
Jack Daniel
Anne Davant
Charles Davenport
Raymond David
Mitch Davidson
Mike Davis
Paul Davis
Russell Davis
Richard Dawson
Steven Day
Keith Dayton
Tim DeChristopher
Nicholas DeLeone
William DelGrande
Jim Devine
Andrew and Nancy Dewing
Matthew Dickens
Robert W. Dietz
Tony DiNovo
Charles DiPierro
William Ditzler
Attila Dobos
Robert S. Donnelly
David Dorough
Bret Doverspike
Down To Earth Garden Club
Curtis Downs
David Driscoll
Duck Run Natural Cemetery
Je�rey P. Du�cy
Joe Dunkum
Kevin Dye
Erik Dykema
Jon Ebacher
Christian Edens
Courtney Ek
John Ellis
Jude Emerson
Scott Emerson
Scott Emery
Randall Engle
Harry Enoch
Erie/Ontario Lake Plain 

Re-Wilding
J. Parker Erkmann
Dr. Arthur F. Evans
Dr. Alan Eynon
Charles and Lisa Farber
Andrew Farren
Ed and Katie Farrey
Mervin Feathers
Gene Feher
Fern Piercing and 

Fine Jewelry

Daniel Fernandes
Deborah R. Fialka
Laura and Joel Fine
James Fisher
Stephen Fisher
John Fisher
Valerie Fisk
Michael Fitz
Fixler Fields Farm LLC
Shaun Flaherty
Adam Fletcher
Gary Flinchbaugh
Kendall Foley
Richard Follett
Tyler Forbes
Brian Foster
Arthur Fountain
Frank Fowler
Susan Fox
David Frantz
Michael Frary
John Fraser
Alyce Fritz
R. Michael Gadbaw
Assunta Gaglione-Austin
Jeanne Gang
Mike Garver
Favian Garza
Carol Nancy Geck
Phillip Geiger
Lucas George
Rebecca Geraghty
Ethan Gerken
John Gerstmayr
Rudayna Ghubash
Sam Gibson
Amanda Gist
James Globig
Joel Goldberg
Dorian S. Goldman
Jason Goldstein
Johnny Gooch
Bob Goodlatte
Mark Gormley
Harry Gornto
Brian Gould
Robert Governale
Lorraine M. Goyette
Stuart and Corrie Ann 

Graves
James Gray
Charity Green
Allison Gri�ey
Kevin Gri�n

Rodney Grubbs
Hobart G. Guion
William Gunn
Robert Guro�
Jessica Gwaltney
Michael Haas
Stephen Habash
GM Hadley
Michael D. Hagen
Andrew Hagenmaier
Scott Haines
F. S. Hale
Bernard Hall
Edwin Hamilton
Steve Hanford
Alyce Neperud and Richard 

Hansen Giving Fund
Erik Hanson
Wayne H. Harlow
Byron M. Harrington
John Harris
David Hartwell
Andrew Hartzell
Debra Hartzell
Agron Haskaj
Cathy Heald
Wayne and Jeanne Hearn 
Phil Hearne
Derek Hebert
Hedgeapple Farm
Tom and Jenna Hedrick
Trevor Heehs
Tyler Heeter
Roger Heinichen
Nick Hemmerich
Alvin Hemmingsen
Jenni and Scott 

Herchenbach
Judith and Je�rey Herm
Garth Hermanson
Charles Herr
David Herrick
Bluford Hestir
Andrew Higley
David Hillman
Marilyn G. Hinson
Alexander Hirt
James Hirt
HLM Media
Richard L. and 

Judy Ho�man
April Holdinghaus
Linda Holmes
Robin Holzer
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M. Raymond Honeycutt
Heather Horn
Mattan Horowitz
Alex Horowitz
Larry Horrell
Ed Hosken
Jerry Huckaby
James Huettner
John Hughes
James Hunter
Janett Hyman
Timothy A. Ingraham
Barrington Irving
Elisabeth Isaksen
Charles Jackson
John Jackson
Gary and Linda Jacob
Tobias Jacob
Matthew Jacobs
Bradley Jacoby
Thomas E. Jannke
Michael and Laurie Johns
Troy Johnson
Robert L. Johnson, Jr.
William Johnson
Robert H. Jones
Thomas A. Jones
Thomas Jordens
Margaret Joseph
Ronnie Justice 
Jarit Kammerer
Alan Kanaskie
James P. Kariya
Kevin Karlson
Erik Karlsson
Mary Karth
Collin Kaval
Peter C. Keefe
Felicia Keesing
Stephen Keim
Maura Kelley
John M. Kelly
Kevin Kelly
Nikki Kelson
Laree Kennedy
Frank Kern
Leanne Kersey
Amjad Khoury
Je� Kiesner
Tom A. Kinard
Kirsten King
Kingsford Manufacturing 

Company

Laurel Kirkhart
Robert Kleinberg
Kevin Klingler
Charles Knapp
Jarrett Knight
Dan Kolbman
Amy Korman
Joshua Korson
Mark Kosalek
Samuel Kowalski
Zachary Kroh
Stewart Kukis
Blair Laddusaw
James LaGrua
Abigail Lammers
John LaMonica
Chris Lamousin
Larry Lamphier
Jon Larimer
Dr. Steven Larmon
William Law, Jr.
Ann M. Lawler
John Lease
Eric Leavitt
Benjamin LeComte
John Lee
Joshua Lehrer
Kristopher Leland
Joseph Leming
Zachary Levine
John Lewicke
Brandon Lewis
Herbert Ley
Richard Lind
Hal Lindsay
Seth Liskey
James C. Liu and 

Alexandra Bowers
Lawrence and Phyllis Loeb
Richard D. Long
Alex Lowe
J. Lucas
Sydney Lyda
Keith Lynch
Alexander Mackay
Ken MacLeod
Ryan MacMullan
Brian Mahoney
Paul S. Malone, Jr.
Zachary Manganello
Lorna Mangus
Marta Manildi
Michael Maria

Dr. Joseph Marnell
Stephen Maro
Mark Marsula
Wendy Martin
Adam Martin
John-Paul Martin
Seamus Martin
Pamela Martinkovic
Kolin Mason
Je� and Jo Dee Massanari
Dan Mastella
Alexander Matte
Roxanne and 

David Matthews
Mark Mattson
Graham Matuszewski
Mary Lynn Mazur
David McArthur
Allan Je�erson 

McDonald, Jr.
David McGrath
Samuel McMillan
Bruce McMillin
Ben McMurray
Tina McNutt
John W. Mead
Matthew Meares
Constance A. 

Meighen-Cichon
James Meles
Jonathan Melick
Greg Mendrek
Riikka Mercer
Wilhelm M. Merck
Mark Metzger
Robert Meyers
Dr. James Middleton
Scott Milam
Valarie Milazzo
Larry Miller
Mark Miller
Christy E Miller
Raymond L. Miller 

and Judith E. Day
Judiann Miskulin
Jimmy Mitchell
Todd Mitchell
Jaret Mitchell
Robert Monette
William R. Moore
Margaret Moran
Fisher Corlies Morgan
Kevin Morris
James Morrison

Kevin Mortenson
Reginald and Mary M. Mudd
Stefano Mugnaini
John Mulligan
David A. Munschauer
Joshua Murauskas
Jason Mutschler
John Nabholz
Michael Nagy
Kristin Nam
Stuart and Mary Nash
David Nebel
John Needham
Randy Nees
Joshua Nelson
Christina Ness
Luke Netto
Newtown Township 
Joseph Nicholson
Sara Nienow
David Niessner
Landon Nobles
Gretel Norgeot
Daniel S. Nydick
Charles Nystrom
Tom and Genevieve Obrig
Sara O’Connor
Evelyn Odle
Robert P. O’Kee�e
Otter Run Fish and 

Game Club 
Robert Parkhill
Jeremiah Parry-Hill
Gary Partin
Allen and Carroll Paugh
Anne E. Payne
James Payne
Nathaniel Pearlman
Stephen Donald Peck
Clyde E. Perdue, Jr.
Philip Perry
George Pfister
Brian Pfister
William Phillips
David Pitard
William Plummer
Charles and Deborah 

Pockras
Austin Polchik
Richard H. Polchow
Abigail Pound
James Powell
Laura Prange
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Dennis Bradley Price
Blaine Puller
Joshua Quinlan
Herbert D. Quinn, Jr.
David Racke
Douglas J. Rademacher
Mark Read
Brian K. and 

Tracy N. Rearick
Dan Reed
Chris Reinhart
James Remer
Leslie Renjilian
Tim Resch
Brandon Reuter
Thomas Reynolds
Sean Rhoads
Gretchen Riccardi
Charles Richards
Alice Eve Richter
William J. Richtsmeier
Thomas Rinehart
Janet Robertson
Alan M. Robertson
David Robinson
Doug Robinson 

and Melita Team
Curtis Robords
Thomas Rocek
Bruce Rockwell
George Rogero
Joseph Rogers
Russell Rollins
Margaret L. Ronsheim
Roger Rorabaugh
David Rose
Seth Rosenberg
Todd Ryan Ross
Je�rey Ross
Nathan Ross
Katherine Rotsky
Mary Lynn Rowland
Neil Rush
David Rutherford
Robert Murphy and 

Dr. Cynthia Rye
Sand Hill Garden Club
John and Karen Sanders
Joshua Sanders
Taylor Sanford
Stephen Santa
Thomas Saunders
Mark Scheel
Stanley Schellenbach

Sam Schlesinger
Robert Schnepp
Carol Schoonover
Tyson Schroeder
Mark and Rosely Schwarz
John Sciarabba
William Scott
Michael Seelhorst
Laura Selfors
Douglas W. Sellers
Sarah Seltzer Johnson
Christopher Sewell
Eric S. Seyferth
Allyn Seymour, Jr.
Robert Seymour
Richard Sha�ner
Robert Sharpe
Matthew Sheehan
Zoe Sheldon
Jason Sherrill
Jacob and Emma Shetler
Robert and Nancy Shipman
Ian Shirt
Bill Sielo�
Charles Simon
Ira Simpson
Laurel Skarbinski
Barb and Steve Skinner
Alexander Skirpan
Ken Slaughter
Jim and Tamara Slaughter
Stephen Sloan
Evan Smith
Guy Smith
Roy Smith
Henry Michael Smolak, Jr. 
Mike Soike
Ben Solich
Somerset Sportsman’s Club
Elizabeth South
Erin Spearman
Je�rey N. Specht
Richard Speir
Erika Spencer
Ann B. Spires
Philip Spiro
Harley Squires
John D Stanley
Stare’ Stodola Farms, LLC
Starlight Forests, LLC
Dawn Stelts
Malcolm Stennett
Scott Stewart

Roger Stillwater
Mark and Vicky Stoakes
Victor Stoll
Tim Stout
Arthur Streeter
Marion Striegel
William S. Strong
Jason Sturgeon
William Sudlow
Eric and Milanne Sundell
Anthony Sutton
Robert Swarey
Ryan Sweeney
Krista Szalc
TACF – West Virginia 

Chapter
Cynthia Tauxe
Joshua Taylor
William Sledge Taylor III
Carl Tennille
Daniel Teske
Mary Thayer
The Chestnut Hill 

Garden Club
Daniel Thome
Matthew Tidd
Frances Toler
Mark Tonacci
Larry Totten
Town of Hanson 

Conservation Commission
Town of Montreat
David Trimpey
Troyer Products
John Uitendaal 
Robert Van Brunt
David Vanaman
Logan Vance
Brian Vander Mey
Ed Vanderslice
Jason Vertucci
David Vicic
James Viscardi
Sophia Volpi
Urs Von Holzen
Isabel and Tom Wacker
Judge Gary R. Wade
Vivian Wadlin
Dr. Michael Wagner
John Wahlers
Andrew Wakefield
Alice Walker
Roderick S. Walker
David Wallace

Lorraine Wallace
Marla Wallace
Bryan M. Walt 
Walt Whitman High School
Sarah Wamsley
Gary and Joan Warner
Gregory Watson
Joseph H. Webster
Lauryn Welch
Walter Wellman
Michael Westbrook
Brian Wheeler
Kirk C. Whitaker
David Whitfield
Anthony Wickham
Theodore Wiegand
Thomas E. Wilbanks
Ann Williams
Jason Williamson
Joseph T. Wilson III
Mark J. Wilson
Craig and Susu Wilson
Dawn Wilson
Thomas Winner
Meg Wittenmyer
Harvey Woehlck
Allan Wollaber
Dr. Glenn R. Womack 
Christopher Woodru�
Tammy Woods
Mark Woodward
George Woodzell
Robert L. Woolcock
Timothy Wright
Janet Wright
William Wyman
Alyssa Yatron
Yellow Springs 

Tree Committee
Stephen Yoder
Aria Yom
Joseph N. Yorks
Daniel Young
Christopher Zach
Thomas Zajac
Sharon Zehner
Jon Zeidler
Kristian Ziegler
Jacob Zimmerman
Casey Zingg
Mary and Jim Zmuda
John Zulkoski
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FINANCIALS
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

Years
as a:10

The American Chestnut Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit organization. Donations are deductible to 
the maximum extent allowed by law. Tax ID: 41-1483019

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUES

%
Income

Contributions $2,575,652 78.0%

Membership  526,372 15.9%

Federal Grants  10,765 0.3%

Investment Income  141,757 4.3%

Merchandise Sales  24,839 0.8%

All Other Income  21,607 0.7%

TOTAL REVENUE  $3,300,992 

EXPENSES

%
Program Services Expense

External Research $44,478 1.2%

National O�ce Operations  614,534 16.7%

Marketing & Communications  227,551 6.2%

Science & Research  1,173,228 31.8%

Chapter & Membership  343,785 9.3%

Research Farm Operations  703,816 19.1%

Total Program Services  $3,107,392 84.4%

Supporting Services

Management & General  $511,573 13.9%

Fundraising  $64,796 1.8%

Total Supporting Services  $576,369 15.6%

TOTAL EXPENSES  $3,683,761 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES: 84.4%

MANAGEMENT & GENERAL: 13.9%

FUNDRAISING: 1.8%
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CONTACT US: chestnuts@tacf.org  •  tacf.org
facebook.com/TheAmericanChestnutFoundation  •  instagram.com/TheAmericanChestnutFoundation

ANNUAL REPORT 
July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024

LOCATIONS
TACF National O�ce
50 N. Merrimon Avenue
Suite 115
Asheville, NC 28804
(828) 281-0047

Meadowview Research Farms
29010 Hawthorne Drive
Meadowview, VA 24361
(276) 696-9142

Mid-Atlantic Regional O�ce
Virginia Department of 
Forestry Central O�ce
900 Natural Resources Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22903

New England Regional O�ce
UVM Aiken Forestry Service 
Labs / USFS NRS
705 Spear Street
South Burlington, VT 05403 
(802) 999-8706

North Central Regional O�ce
Pennsylvania State University
108 Business Services
206 Forest Resources Lab
University Park, PA 16802
(814) 863-7192

Southern Regional O�ce
50 N. Merrimon Avenue
Suite 115
Asheville, NC 28804
(828) 281-0047

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIR
Elizabeth (Liz) Kramer, Ph.D., Executive Committee Chair
Stephen Black 
Rebecca (Becky) Carter
Martin (Marty) Cipollini, Ph.D., Chapters Committee Chair
Deborah Delmer, Ph.D.
Bruce Levine, Interim President & CEO
Dennis Liu, Ph.D.
Lewis Lobdell, Secretary/Treasurer, Finance Committee Chair
Ambassador Catherine Novelli, Government Relations Chair 
Jeanne Romero-Severson, Ph.D.
John Scrivani, Ph.D., Vice Chair, Governance Committee Chair,
Restoration Committee Chair
Anna Sproul-Latimer, Promotion and Outreach Chair

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD
William J. (Jay) Cude, III, Immediate Past Board Chair
Charles G. Meyer, III, VA, Legal Counsel to the Board
Kim Steiner, Ph.D., PA, Science Advisor to the Board

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Gary P. Carver, Ph.D.
Hill Craddock, Ph.D.
Herbert F. Darling, Jr.
Michael Doochin
Carolyn Howes-Kei�er, Ph.D. 
Hugh Irwin
William L. MacDonald, Ph.D.
Rex Mann
Brian McCarthy, Ph.D.
Glen Rea

Kim Steiner, Ph.D.
Rufin Van Bossuyt
Bruce Wakeland
Donald C. Willeke, Esq.

HONORARY DIRECTORS
President Jimmy Carter (d)
Richard A. Jaynes, Ph.D.
Peter H. Raven, Ph.D.
Philip A. Rutter
E.O. Wilson, Ph.D. (d)

STAFF
ASHEVILLE
Bruce Levine, 
Interim President & CEO
John Chastain, 
Director of Development
Lesley Heiser, Grants Manager
Angus Mullis-McCord, 
Development Analyst
Christine Oglesby, 
Operations Specialist 
Jen Picicci, 
Communications Specialist
Carrie Plaxco, 
Gifts and Records Specialist
Jules Smith, Director of 
Communications
Ashley Wahlers, 
Social Media Associate
Mark Weaver, 
Director of Business Operations
Jared Westbrook, Ph.D.,
Director of Science
Barbara Wood, 
Membership Coordinator

MEADOWVIEW
Vasiliy Lakoba, Ph.D., 
Director of Research
Dan Mckinnon, 
Director of Land Management
Lauren Kerwien, Lab Scientist
Jim Tolton, 
Facilities and Grounds Technician
Lucinda Wigfield, Orchard Manager

REGIONAL
Sara Fitzsimmons, 
Chief Conservation O�cer
Lake Graboski, North Central 
Regional Science Coordinator
Hannah Leeper, Southern Regional 
Outreach Coordinator
Catherine Martini, Northern Regional 
Outreach Coordinator 
Cassie Stark, Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Science Coordinator
Jamie Van Clief, Southern 
Regional Science Coordinator





50 N. Merrimon Avenue, Suite 115, Asheville, NC 28804
(828) 281-0047

ANNUAL REPORT 
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