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Hello, Maryland, DC, and Delaware chestnut enthusiasts!
Welcome to one cold winter and our seasonal newsletter. At
the time of the this writing we are in the midst of record
breaking cold. I am looking forward to warmer weather and
starting a round of chestnut seedlings.  We plan to be starting
seeds in pots by the middle of February, Yay!  

I was honored this fall by the American Chestnut Foundation
with a Volunteer Service Award.  I was nominated by our Mid-
Atlantic Regional Science Coordinator, Cassie Stark who
I have worked with over the past year.  Cassie's
knowledge, dedication and support of the chapter and the
foundation's mission can't be overstated.  

One of my favorite sayings is there is no 'I' in team.  This
recognition and award would not be possible without the
officers, board members, donors, and volunteers of the
Maryland Chapter.  I thank you all for your support.   

You can check out the full interview of the service award
recipients at Chestnut Chat Nuts about Nuts .  All of the
chestnut chats are archived and a great resource for
information on chestnuts.

Introducing TACF's New President and
CEO

The American Chestnut Foundation’s
(TACF) Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that Michael Goergen has been
appointed as the organization’s new
President & CEO. Michael began in mid-
September 2025. He succeeded interim
President & CEO Bruce Levine.

Maryland gets Bruce back and Michael is a
Marylander and member of our chapter.
Welcome Michael, matter of fact if you
come to our events your likely to meet
Michael and Bruce in person. You can find
more about Michael on the TACF
website. Michael Goergen

Michael Goergen, TACF President & CEO

Congratulations to Cassie Stark

Let's all congratulate Cassie on her recent
promotion from Regional Science
Coordinator to Director of Science
Implementation. If you know Cassie you
know she will do a great job in her new
position.

TACF will be announcing a new Mid-Atlantic
Regional Science Coordinator as soon as
possible.

Cassie, in the lift helping to hand pollinate at
our Monocacy Orchard.

MDTACF Spring Meeting

Our Maryland Chapter Annual Membership meeting will be Saturday, April 25 at Milkhouse
Brewery 8253 Dollyhyde Road Mt. Airy, MD 21171, 12 - 3 pm, rain or shine. An agenda will be
sent closer to the date.

We will meet in the in the covered pavillion on the side of the brewery.  Our speaker is Cassie
Stark, Director of Science Implementation at TACF.  Cassie will update us on latest progress on
RGS breeding program. Bring your questions. As usual the meeting is open to all members and
non-members.  Sandwiches and drinks will be provided to attendees.  There will be chapter
apparel for sale and a limited number of chestnut seedlings.  The brewery opens at 1 pm and
will have our chestnut lager on tap.  We saved a keg from our fall festival; availability will be
limited.  There are plenty of other fine brews and refreshments if they run out.  We will be
sending out more details and a registration (free) link once we are closer to the date.

The venue is a on farm brewery surrounded by scenic countryside. Links are listed below, if
you have additional questions please email us at MDChapter@tacf.org

https://www.milkhousebrewery.com

https://www.facebook.com/MilkhouseBrewery

We will have seedlings for sale at our spring
meeting

We will have a limited quantity of chapter
apparel for sale, including, hoodies, t-shirts,
and ball caps.

Our Maryland American Chestnut Festival was held on Sunday, October 19, 2025 at
the Milkhouse Brewery in Frederick County.  Our festival was a great success, everyone had
a good time.

We roasted fresh chestnuts for people to sample or buy along with the release of our lager
made with chestnuts.  We sold out of chestnut seedlings, signed up over a dozen new
members, sold lots of chestnut apparel including T-Shirts, hoodies, and ball caps.  Our speaker
was Michael Goergen, TACF's president and CEO.   For this event pictures are worth a
thousand words.  Will we see you at our next event?

MIchael, as newly appointed TACF president and CEO discussing his plans and our ideas
for TACF.

The chapter's information display providing the history of the American chestnuts and
restoration efforts..

Congratulations to Gary as newly elected board member.  He is always helping and jumped
right into roasting chestnuts for the crowd.

Nothing compares to the taste of freshly roasted chestnuts.

Oh but the beer may compare to the
roasted chestnuts.  But then it's made with
with chestnuts.

How can you have a better time?  Good
beer, roasted chestnuts, and talking with
friends about restoring America's tree.

Don't worry, there is one last chance to try
the 2025 chestnut lager at our spring
meeting at the brewery on Saturday, April
25.  We had the brewery set aside a keg for
our spring meeting. I hear it's aging well.

Lara and Trey never stopped handing out samples and selling freshly roasted chestnuts.

Jan at the chapter apparel table.  You can purchase chapter hoodies, T-shirts, and ball caps at
most of our events.  All profits go to support your our chapter.

One of my favorite things, talking about chestnuts and how to care for them.  We had over a
dozen new members sign up on the spot.  They were gifted a pair of chestnut seedlings.  Many
others purchased seedlings.

Mark with his chestnut 'cookies' that are thin sections of a crosscut chestnut log.  Each one is
a work of art between nature and Mark.  These are logs from trees that were culled from our
research orchards.  The culled trees did not have sufficient blight resistance.  You can see
where the blight infected the trunk and created the unusual patterns.

Pictured left is Norm, a chapter regular in
conversation.  Above by the post is Ron
who never quits.  He was distributing
chestnut seed nuts for planting.

The end of a great day and successful festival.  Left to right Trey, Lara, Mark, Bruce, Jeff, Leo,
Michael, Gary, Jan.

Orchard News

The trees are dormant and we are happy to report we pretty well caught up on orchard
maintenance.  The focus this fall was removing all the trees from our Fort Detrick orchard that
did not have sufficient blight resistance. Mission accomplished: the remaining trees have
sufficient blight resistance and will serve as valuable seed trees.

Bruce standing next to one of our better trees at the Fort Detrick orchard.  

Visiting Large Surviving American Chestnuts

Story by Cindy Stevens and Ron Kuipers

It’s time to re-measure the large American chestnut trees in Maryland, and go on hunts to
locate and protect promising new ones.

Ron Kuipers and I were talking in December about getting out to measure the biggest known
trees in Montgomery County. Since the weather looked good for the next day, we decided to
go for it. Ron, Gary Neubaum and I agreed to meet up at the Rockville-IWLA fishing pond on
December 18th. Right before leaving home, I remembered that my friend Joli McCathran from
the Montgomery County Forestry Board loves measuring trees and lives pretty close to where
we were meeting. I phoned her and asked if she was busy. Five minutes later she was packed
up with her measuring tools and on her way to meet us.

We ended up measuring the dead Rockville-IWLA tree plus 3 live pure American trees. Since
Joli was with us they were all verified that day and she has entered them into the Montgomery
Co database. We measured Trees 91 (CASDEN004) and 33 (CASDEN005) at the Black Hill
orchard near Clarksburg. These 2 trees grew from nuts collected from Sugarloaf tree 52A. We
then looped back through Darnestown and measured the Berryville tree (CASDEN006). All in
all, it was a great day out.

The Haines tree (BT#1989) in Damascus is still listed as the state and Montgomery County
champion, last measured officially on 2/17/2020.

Below is a table of Maryland Champion American Chestnut Trees as known as Long Surviving
Americans (LSAs).  We are sure there are more out there.  Can you help us find them?  I am
sure there are many more LSAs in our western counties.

Finding Wild American Chestnuts

The free mobile app iNaturalist is a great tool to locate or record trees in the wild. Cindy did a
quick look for American chestnut and found a map showing 624 observations by 125 different
individuals. To check all the entries would take multiple volunteers to split up the task and
divide the map into sections or grids. Maybe we would want to set up project on iNaturalist and
invite others to join. Maybe the title could be, "Maryland TACF Chestnut Trackers". Let us know
if you have had experience creating and managing a project on iNaturalist
mdtacf@outlook.com subject Inaturalist.

Some example entries from a search on iNaturalist.

We would love to hear if you found a large surviving American chestnut, especially if you find
burs beneath the tree.   What better excuse for a hike then tracking down one of the trees on
public property listed in iNaturalist.  For detailed instructions on how to use iNaturalist and
other free apps please see this TACF webpage, https://tacf.org/find-wild-american-chestnuts/

Let us know us know of any large chestnuts you find mdtacf@outlook.com and please:

Recognizing Volunteers

Gary Carver is a long time volunteer and past president.  Gary is passionate about restoring the
American chestnut and is a wealth of information on the topic.  Gary is also an accomplished
wood carver and his favorite wood is reclaimed or salvaged chestnut. He was
recently selected as a showcasing artist in the Frederick Arts Council exhibition “Celebrating
50 Years of Creative Community” at the Annapolis Treasury Building. The exhibition is from
February 9 to April 10. His accepted artwork, a wall hanging entitled “Nuthatch Holiday,” is
made from American chestnut wood. It is 19 inches tall and 8 inches wide. The price is
$475.00.  Contact the chapter if you would like to get in touch with Gary.

Nuthatch Holiday by Gary Carver

In closing we would like to thank our new members and or donors that have joined September -
December this year,  Let me know if I missed you, sometimes there is a lag in updates. I am
only using first names to respect privacy.   

New Members and Donors include: Nathanael, Thomas, Donovan. Robert, Stephen, Bruce,
Kallie, John, Ashley, Leo and Beau, Judith, Lynne, Robert, Deborah, Janice, Matthew, Claire,
Christopher, Mary, Ryan, Bruce, Jennifer, Mimi, Michelle, Matthew, Christi, Michael, Errol,
Joshua, Mary, Mila, Michael, Mark, Frank, Brian, Paul, Susan, Allen, Ron, Fred, Stephen, Mark,
Sara, James, John, and Dr. Allan.

Plus there have been dozens of renewing members.  Thank you for your continued support.

If not a member, please renew or consider joining TACF and selecting Maryland as your
Chapter.  Your membership helps the national organization and Maryland Chapter in bringing
back the American Chestnut.  Your donation helps your Maryland Chapter establish and
maintain local seed and research orchards.  As the words in the image below says...

Join Us
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